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To the Right OY the 


Lady Mary TEnNHAM. 


M2 


| Youhaue heere a kings 
4 Daughter , achaft Wife , a holy 
 Widow,aglorious Saint. Great in 
birth, zo illuſtrat vertue, A Mir- 
- rour inwealock, of coniugall per- 
feition. A Preſident in Widow- 
hood , forchaſt retirement. And 
a-Queen for ſantlity,now crowned 
in Heauen. You bauc alſo heert's 
fa ryre &- gooalyMicrocoſme, with 
its foure dimenſions. Altitude ins 
zhe height of the extraftion; Pro. 
funduty i in the depth of hunulity ; 
Latitude i in the capaciouſnes the- 


_ 
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THE EPISLE 
reof; And Longitude,in a patient 
loganimity.In cheEaſt,of this litle 
World , the Sun ariſing, diſplayes 
the leames of royalty &/ princely 
Maieſty. Inthe South, mounting 
the Meridian line of her life, iz 
darts forth rayes of piety ,witha 
heat, &5+ ferwour of deuorid. Inthe 
North it endures an Ecclipſe, as it 
were,ouercaſt with cloudesu5[tor- 
mes of affliktion. And finally in 
the Weſt,the Sun ſerts toatempo- 
rall life,to riſe againe with radiat 
beames, to aneternty of glory. 
Would you know the Spring , you 
fend it in her birth; wertue bud- 
ding forth with innocence of life; 
if the Summer ; 10umay behold 
ber aecke with her greener fruits, 


- —Enn” wan O(_ 


DEDICATORY. 


For the winter, the ſeaſon if. "y016 
Þ 720e it well ; you shall perceiue her 


courred all with frofts of Sharpe 


eduerſities. But if youcdremplate, 


Þ-/c Autumne of her Harugſt, ima- 
$/ir 1ou ſee her now entoying her. 


1dredfold. Where,shee inHlea- 
en,among|t the reſt , is your Ad- 
ocat 3 you therefore in Barth (1 


bope), and Deigae, to patronixe 
er tablet heer , this litle booke,an 


bſtraft of herl ife, a true Epicens 


her greatnes , and ſome man- 


zer of teſtimony of his ne 5; - 


) your Ladyship ; 2 who muſt t/, / 7 ;z 


ver Shall demayne. 


Your Honours fayrhfull ſcrnant 
tn our Lord, | 
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DEAD 


TOTHEREADER. 


= READER, 
Hauinog lately tr andlated the 
life of-S. Aldeg ed; with title of Prin- 
celle & Abbeſſ: propoling her as a li- 
vely -imitable patrerne of Religious 
womea.to either Sex : Ithought good 
of my. ſelf, now to ſele&t likewiſe an 
K-18 of the bleſſed Saints of heauen, 
eo exhibit, as an excellent Modell, & 


idea, to frame the life by , inal thoſ 
honourable ſtates of that Sev. af 


' E have done with no litle hazard., 


feare mee, of my owne repuration tc 
eve ſatisfaction to ſome freinds, wh 
{weetcly I muſt confeſſe, and power 
fully, haue extorted ir from mee, Ther 
remaynes now ( Good courteous Reader 
to give thee —_— of the manne 
and method I vic, the rather, becau 
I ſeemenorto track the ſtepps, of 
* molt Writers of the Liues 2's; Saints, 
Somethere areſo ſerupulogs inth 
* matt 


- TO: THE READER; 
matter of Hiſtory, who as if they were 


T5 M:co make an Inventory of goods, orto | 
'  {[WCoppy outa Court Role of goodim- _ 
T portance; wil not haue a word more 
vr leſſe, then they find auerred by Au 
hours from point to point. 

Whereas this heere is meerely of an 
d the dther kind, not copiedforth, or lite- . 
DrING ally extracted from any Precedent of 
FR li- fcr Life, but drayvne and deriued from 
g10U5 the golden Mines of the approued Li- 
good, ues of Saints, as Surins, and Iohn Bafil 
iſc an Wc ,zwr, in his Bookeencituled Pratum 
AaUcN, WSp;ricuale , who both, had borrowed 
11, & the ſame from Iacobus Mentanss of the 
| thoſe citty of Spire in Germany, not wekto bg 
Which contradicted. | DEN 
ard » il Behold the foundation of the Hiſto4 
110N to, ; as for the lineaments which are 
S, WK nothing ſubſtaniall to the matter, 
OW elchey ſtand rather asornamets thereof, 
, Ther and proccede from theliberty of him, 
Reaaer ho aſſumes ſo much ypon himſelf, 
mann: embellish and couer the nakednes 
becaul of a bare Narration , which breedes 
, of UMWbur a loathing and cedious faſtidiouſ* 
2Unts- BY nes in the Reader : Theſe I fay are 
5 incl 8 4 Hoare 

matt t | | ES, 


THE EP4STLE 
| ſtroakes of my pencel to highten and 
adorne it or els borrowed from the 
. rudiments of ſome Maiſters of ſpirit; 
to edify withall; which, next to the 
tuely-example of the Saint, is the ſe- 
condary {cope I ayme at inthis wor- 
ke : Being otherwiſe apious ſtory, and 
of it (cif powerfull to excite the will, 
and moue deuotion to the Saint; On 
which (as I ſayd) I haue layd ſome. 
colours, as a Limmer en a l{tmple cutt 
of black and white. 
This haue I ſaid to let thee ſee, 
freindly Reader , my {incerity in this 
pint, and to winne a confidence in 
thee towardes mee.,Whereas indeed, as 
itis notche cuſtome in the Exchequer 
to peize ſo ſcrupulouſly each light 
peece of lilner, to find whether it be 
zveightor no ; butto paſlle them togea- 
ther with the other peeces of more 
 vveight , currant with the reſt. And 
as in traffique and commerce it were 
ro00 importune , to be ſtill calling for 
ſcales for euery lingle penny ; ſo is it- 
likewiſe in handling the pen , to be 
put to the juſtify ng of every litle wn 
6,4 | WARIC 
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TO THE READER; 
which makes not much to the purpo<; 
fe whether true. or falſe, Itis only in- 
dauncing the cinque pace and meaſu-- 
res,that men ſtand numbring their pa- 
ces, and not in performing of long 
yoyapes. ot 2 OO 

Truereſemblance as the Danghter of 
Truth. & conieRure the Daugheer of 


erue reſemblice, being al as Grandmo- 
ther, Mother, & Daughter, haue great 
ſympathyes and powerfull correſpone 
dencyes with each other, So asif ap- 
parant impoſlibilicy , abſurdity \, or 
extreame vnlikelyhoods cauſe not a 
breach, there. will a PReSee a goodly __ 


harmony amongſt them. And truly 
wee should bee roo precize, to ſer 
downe a Liſt here of all the ſcruples 
that migbt be made of trifling exce- 
ptions inthis kirid, by ſuchasare cap= 
tious and curious cenſurers of things. 
indifferent z who haue their eyes filled + 
with a noxious humour, thatmakes 
them behold al things of the colour 
the defluxion is, Who should doera= 
ther like thoſe, that liſten to a Lure, 
witha judicious care, that meeting by 
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THE EP4SILE 
ehaunce, with ſome light touch or 
other, ſcarce ſenſible , among anum- 
ber of better ſtroakes, through the 
prompt volubility of the Lureneſts 
handin running his diuiftons , diſſem- 
ble the ſame and refle& on the reſt, 
which looſe nor their grace awhit for 
ſo lig hta fault, and hold ſuch flurrs as 
ornaments, rather to the reſt, andas 
moles ina beautifull face, which grace- 
the ſame. CE 
Thus, gentle Reader, you have tho-. 
full ſatisfaQtion I can giue you heerin: 
This only I muſt necdes admonish_. 
you, that you bee not troubled , when 
you mecte- with- another Treatiſe of 
this Saint”, more cnrioully and elabo- 
rat]y written by a neater quill, but to 
accompt the ſameas it is; an Abſtra& 

' xather of her Life direted to a noble 
Lady, and conſequently moſt apt for 
ſuch, who likely affoard not leyſure to 

atrend to treatiſes of greater bulke. 
Whereas this ſame here is meant for 
all ,and intended as I ſayd, as a model 
aud patrerne of the three ſtates & con- 

_ ditzos of Women lyuing intheworld: | 

£52 26 While 


Ki da, * 
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TO THE READER. 
While here if they be Virgins, they 
shal find very notable Examples in her 
life, being a Virgin : If Wiues, they 
may ſee how to carry themſelues, and 


roleadea life meritoriouſly with their 


husbands : if Widowesthey may lear- 
ne by herto contemne the yanityes of 
the world, andif they be Ladyes and 
Princeſſes, they may behold how great 
a Lady shee was, notwithltanding her 
ſo great annihilation of her fel? , AS 


Shall appeare in the Treatiſe. Shee: | 
being the Infants of Hungary \, a. 


mighty Monarchy, Dutches,and wife 
of the Lantzraue of T huringia 2 and 


Princeſle of Haſtia, Protereſſe, and 


Patroneſle of the Nunnes and Relj- 
vious of the third Order of the Peni- 


cents of S, Franncis, Towhoml1 fly for 


fuccour and aſſiſtance in theſe my la- 
bours in her ſeruice, and to your fa- 


uourable acceptance of that litle Iam. 


ablc toperforme to ſerue you with. 
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'HE Parents , Birth, Infancy , & 
Eſpouſalles of Elizabeth, 
» + Sn Cs pas. 1. 
The Prety ſorts and Entertainements of 
Elizabeth 7 ber Chilhood : the Death of 
the Prince her Father in Law , and the 
' demotion shee vſed. Chap.2, p13. 
How Elizabeth was contemned by Sophia, 
and Agnes ber Mother , and Siſter 
" in Law; With the reſt of the Cart, 
Chap. 3: | 
How the young Prince, Lewes declared bis 
afſeFion to Elizabeth , notw;tbſlan- 
ding the malignity of ber Admerſaries. 
Chap. &. Pe 38, 
How Elizabeth being marryed, remitted 
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OF THE FIRST BOOKE. © 
| not her denotiens a whit; and bow hee 
| carryed her ſelf in her Mortifications. 
) | Chap. s. p. 525 
FF How Elizabeth ſubmits her ſelf to the 
Obedience of one Conrad , a religions -} 
Prieſt : and what folluwed thereof, 4 
Chap. 6. p. 59. 3 
Huw Elizabeth contemnes all branery 
aud vanitie of Apparell , perſwading 
other Ladyes to do the ſame, 
Chap. 7. p. 72, 
What Charity Elizabeth shewed to her 
. Neighbour : & how 5shee gane the Cloa- 
thes from her back to the peore, 
Chap. 8. | op, 
F Certaine admirable effeFis of Elizabeths 
2 a ffefion to voluntary Ponerty: and the 
; | works shee wroug ht in that kind. \ 
Chap, 9. Pp. 99. 
The deuout and pious exerciſes of Eliza- 
beth, «tf the Sacrifi.e of the Maſſe. 
Chap. 10.  þ. 113, 
Of the great Charity of Elizabeth, to ber | 
neizhbnur', and ber exceeding liverality 
to the poore, . Chap. 11, p.-I25. 
Of a complaintmade againſ} Elizabeth, ro I 
| her has band: With ſome examples of hts 8” 
| Noble diſpoſition therein, Ch.12, p.140. {| 
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CRAFT. 1 


H E publiching of the Croyſado , and the 
manner how it firft b:ganne. Pp. 53» 

How the Croyſado being publiched anew , zhe 
Latgraue ſecretly receiued the Croſſe, & went t0 
Weere with the Empercur in Sicily, Ch.2. p.163. 
T he arrival of the Lantgraue in Sicily,where the 
Emperour was : his Death, and the Lamenztation, 
made byElizabethfor him. Ch. 3. p-17s 
How Henry Brother 30 the deceaſed Lantgrawe 
uſurped the Bukedome : and eiefled Elizabeth 
and ber Children from al their righe. 
bChap, 4. p.185 
Te eſpecial! faururs, and ſweete conſolations from 
God,which Elizabeth hadin hearing of Maſſe, 
and otherwiſe. Chap 5. p.198, 


| 


| 


her Ynclo, the Bichopof Bamberg : who plotted 

ro haye her marrycd , but in vayne. 

Chap. 6, > Pp. 206 
How the body of Prince Lewys was brought out 
| ef Sicily znzo Germany to bee buryed. 

Chap. 7. p. 219, 
How the Noblemen expeſiulate with Prince Hery, 
what obreyne whats they defsre,«nd whas Eliza- 
beth did cherevppon, Ch.8. Þ-363- 
How the Pope rooke notice of Elizabeths Sanfiy, 
| and yecejned her into his prote ion; and how he 
made her profeſiion of the Third Order 
Saint Francis, Chap. 9. p. 231 


oF THE FIRST BOOKE, 
Tow Elizabeth buils her ſeife @ poore Cottage, | 
while hey howſe was building in the Citty : and 
| what 4 "Y life the led afterwards, 
Chap. 1 p: 243. 


4 che Wer, ed diſmiſſed two of Elizaberh chei- 
'53- ol fe? Haydes: and how firif? a life theled in ex- 
, #he treame pouerty, Chap, 11. Pp. 254. 


certaine Nobleman of _—_— endeanours 
in vayne to perſwade Elizabeth 8 rewrns 
| with him to her Faiber, and what afts of hums- 
lity she chewed, Chap. 12. fp, 276. 
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The Third Booke. 7 


GwuaAs, xF 


from F the exceeding Charity of $, Eliza- 
f aſſe, S beth towards ber Neighbour , | 
= __ the fk: With ber great 


humility. « 297, 
ow Elizabeth delivers the ſoule of the 
Lueene her Mother from Pargatory, 
With her prayers: and likewiſe procured 
the vocation of 4 certaine libertine wnto- 
| Religion. Chap. 2. p.30!, 
Che great liberality and mercy of Eliza- 

beth, shewed after shee bad recoxered 

her portion into her hauds.- 

Chap. 3+ þ. 21T, 
Df 4 certaine accident which 5howed how 


— — - - ww” -—-- 


plozzed 


p. 206 
pht out 
Fi 

p. 219, 
Hery, 
Eliza- 
p-363- 
anti, 
how she 
xder © 


P. 23) 
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T HE. T Al BLE 
Elizabeth-hadlikew!iſe the gift of Pra- 
phecy: With ber chantable Bs i in reli. f 
of the povre. Chap. 4. þ. 322. 

The Charity of Elizabeth 70 the Neighbour 
tu ſpiritual mercyes : and particularly of 
ber ſingular gift of Prayer. 
Chap 5. þ+ 336. 
H ow Elizabeth fell ſick , the manner of ber 
ſicknes: and of the happyend which shee 
made, Chap. 6. p.346. 
The funerall Ojfices of the glorious Eliza- 
| beth, ere piouſly performed : With 4 
touch onely of ber ſingular verines. 
Chap. 7. p. 356. 
T he canonization of Saint Elizabeth: 
the Tranſlation of her Body : and the re 
lation of ber miracles. Ch, 8. þ.:65. 
A continuation of the Miracles Wrought at 
the Shrine>ef S. Elizabeth after the 
Tranſlation of her Body. 
Chap. 9. p.376. 
A T able cillefed of the eminent vertues 
and perfetions of $, Elizabeth, cone 
cluding with a Prayer to the Saint: 


Chap. 10. "». 3FEs 
FIN1Ss, 


6. 
=s. ELITABERLY 


1h 4 INFANTA OF 
HvNncanrvy. 


eres (7 be Parents, By tb, [ nfaicy, A 


:65-N Eſpouſalls of Elizabeth. 


Cua*. tk 


1 VNncARY, the vtmoſt 


| Empire, or impetuous 1n- 
Wm & undation of the Ortemay 
Fe "race , which now long 
ance tirannized ypon Aſia the greater 
nd the lelle, and of this (ide found its 
A barr 


I Thuly of the Turkish. 
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Ch, 3,2 THE HISTORY 


barr atleaſt in the Dansby ; hath had 
Geyza, the firſt Chriſtian King of that 
Monarchy; who being once baptized, 
caue ſeriouſly himſelf to propagate 
the Chriſtian faith through his king- 
dome, therein afliſted by the Almans. 
Stephen his ſonne, who is enrooled 'tn” 
the number and Catalogue of rhe 
Saints, wasKing after him,inthe yeare 
of Grace 997. Heeſpouſed the Siſter 
of the Emperour S, Henry , called G /-. 
zele, & by her amongſt other Childre, 
had S. Emerick , whodyedyong before 
his Father, Perer his Nephew of his 
Siſters (de, ſucceeded him, who liuing 
luxuriouſly and viciouſly , was by the 
Hungars thruft out of the kingdome, 
and 4baS, Stephens brother in law put 
into his place. Wholiuing worſethen 
Peter, was hated for his pride, & flaine 
inthe Warrs , inthe third yeare of his 
raigne; and Pere recalled againe; who 
goucrning more like a Tirant then a 
King, exerciſing great cruelty vpon 
Freiſts , and prophaning , and pilla- 
eing the Church , hadhis eyes atlaſt 
plu kt ovtot his head, ov theſccond 
v CALC, 


f 


OF S. ELIZABETH. 21ib.1. 3 Ch. x. * 
had Wl yeare,, after his recall : And Andrew © | 
that M Cozin of S. Stephen aduanced to 
ed, MW the Throne after him., who reeſta- 
oate WI Þliſhed che Chriſtian Religion in 
ing- MW Hungary, and reedifyed the Tem- 
ans. M8 ples which had been demoliſhed. 
1:40 WM After which , Andrew , by the in 
rhe Ml terpoſition of thirteene Kings 'fuc- 
.care MI ceeding one an other in theſame Mo- 
iſter MW narchy , a ſecond Andrew entred 
1G ;. MW intg the Throne , not a whit infe- 
dre, MW riour tothe former ; bat 'in valour and 
fore M forticude excecding him farre, accors 
f his MW ding to the Etymology of his name in 
uing Greeke , which lignifyes Man-hood, 
y the I Fortitude, and Valour. | 
ome, - This happy King, and Monarch 
y put of that ample ſtate, as he was're- 
then ſ nowned for his proueſſe , and ab- 
laine ſl folute authority , thereby gayned 
of his] 20d purchaſed vpon that Reakme ; 
who ſo was he moſt conſpicuous in the 
hen alifl ©yes of men ; for gouerning that - 
vpon kingdome with ſuch equity , tuſtice, 
L1lla- and religion ; as though his life, 
at laſt} 2therwiſe , were full of many noble 
-cond ſl *<hicuments in warrs , yet his 
CALC, | A -2 wiſe 


T4 TBE HISTORY 


wiſdome and prudence, in gouerne- 
ment, being the ef{entiall part of his 
royall dignity , iinmortalized him 
more , then his martiall exploits, 
which for perſonall performance he 
= recommeded to his Captaynes , Com- 
manders, and Generalls in the field, 
willing rather to put his yidtorious 
{word, into their hands ; who knew 
how to brandiſh it abroad, then'to bee 
wanting to his ſcepter at home, which _ 
none could wield or manadge like 
himſelf, 
But that which made him more 
happy then the reſt, was the worthy 
Choyce he made of a deare Conſort 
and indiuiduall companion , of either 
fortunes, ſuch as that noble Princelle 
was,the Lady Gerrrnde daughter of the 
Duke of Carinthia , whe being admi-. 
red for herrare beauty, avd Princely 
parentage, was yet more amiable to. 
the world for her {age prudence and 
fayre demeanures, for whici ſhe was 
more eſteemed: ther for the Lyllyes 
andRoſesof hex Checks, and greate 
Ivins of her famiy. 
 : As wel 


. w - 4 < 
NP M4, oh 4.4 a s, 
" v 
£9 3 4 4 
E "7 w_ ws 
a j" o ba 4 
C Ss . = G>. 
yo —_ = _ 
- * » © aw 
EB apron, "oa 
Me a i ie "WO - _ , 
\ _ p n m_ ———— ” - « 
. # _ - Ln Le I 
Py Fn k -- u 


a. 


Am 
—_ WW . pr -_ —_ —_— 
= i- nt 7 « . 
. EO Je hops -_ 
+ $54. 


nY Ng X : as N F 7 V = 
» {fqn a 
* 4 | , l . » * 4 ' 
% — / W - Sth <4; een with m7 
P o £ Sw ” vis L i 
V "= __ ”.. a» n +» . __ I—— wa 
X —_—_— 4 " *» ” * ws 4 


« Mn EI Abo. 2 
a k 
ks Igpcbor Ab ry "id OS-# 7 bo. 
b , as --—_— T 


ee 
A 4 7 *% 
F; w—_ - 
- A * LED _— —__— # 
\ #4 oe ths 


& * ov» oy 


Ire 
ore 
her 
elle 
it. 
> to. 
WAS 
lyes 


atcr 


wel 


—_— 
«b. 


OF S. ELIZABETH. £3b.7. 5 Ch, 1. © 


As welappeared,as often as occaſion 
ſerued, when het deare Lord, was for- 
ced to abſent himſelf from his royall 
ſeate, & ſhe fayne to ſupply his roome, 
which ſhe did full loath, and moſt yn- 
willingly, and yet ſo wiſely that one 


could hardly tell, which moſt excelled, 


a princely Modeſty, or Prudeceinher. 
So diſcreete and practicall ſhe was in 
gouernement, as if made for Scepters, 
while ſhe ſate ypon the Thronezand 
yet ſo ignorat againe of ſuch matters, 


- . " O « 
fitting in her Chamber with her La- 


dycs, while her Huſband ſwayd the 
ſcepter in his perſon; as ſhe ſeemed to 
know no more, then her needle , and 
how to ſett forth her works in lilkes, 
which ſhe did moſt curiouſly indeede. 
In fine,they were both moſt happy, 
hee in her, and.ſhe in him, andit were 
hard to ſay, whichthe more, ſince the 
worldafforded not a-better pay... Yea 
happy Hungary the while, where rai- 
oned ſuch a Sunne and Moone bytur- 
nes , inthe Hemiſpheare of that flori- 
Shing region.But yet more happy farf, 
and more illuſtrious they ſhine 1n the 
A 3 -. - Eccles 
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 Ecclehiaſtical Hierarchy ; for bringing 
forth into the world ſucha Starc, as S, 
Elizaveth was. Thus far hath ſhee been 
borrowing Liz ht, &luſtrefrom them; 
but now likea Heſperus , ſhee begins 
co ariſc, and appeare herſelf inthis fir- 
manment of ours, to glad both the hea- 
uens & earth with herpreſence, with 
ſuch faire preparatios as theſe, making 
kerroyall entry into the world. And 
that with reaſon,linceintridphes , the 
wayes where Princes are to paſle in 

their firſt entrances are ſtrewen with 
flowers, & adorned with tapeſtryes: & 

what betterflowers, can we ſ{trew be- 
fore our S.thenthe vertues of herSrem, 
whence shee is deriued : what fayrer 

Tapeſtries then the noble portraits of 

her moſt renownedParets,to precede, 
as it were, the proceſſion of her life, 

W hen Gertrude Queene of Hungary, 
was found robe with child, you may 
imagine , what ioy and iubily there 
was; Who ioyes not, atthechaunting 
ofthe Cock, as being the ſigne, albeit 
remote, of the gladſome day at hand; 


but when as day begins to breake; _ 
Tic 


OF S. ELIZABETH. L3b.1. » (þ 1. 
:1o Mthe Auroraappeares; Mendobeginto 


s F, Wopen theireyes, to entertayne.the Wi- 


WM wil the wiſer of them gheſle;at the fu- 
ing MWcureday. The Aurora now was come, 
Gr. MWwhile Gertrude , in the howers of ex- 
\ea- MWpcttation , approached to her child- 
\ich Mirth. When Elinſor, a famous Aſtro= 
ing | loger of thoſe dayes , deuored to the 
and princely Couple, deſirous eyther to ſa- 
the ſWrisfy his owne curioſity, or to comply 

= in With that of others ; gazing on the 
vith | fcarres , and obſeruing their conſtel- 
 & (ations, did calculate the Natinity of 
be. [ene new borne childe, And found after 
em, © had rurned ouer the whole Ephe= 
yrer merides ; that a Damſell was then * 
tsof ** be borne, of that royall lynage, * 
cede, whoſe name Should be Elizibeth, * 
life. | foretelling her py inclinations, ®? 
pary, rertues,and miracles, how ſhee was to ®, 
may be maried, and what thename of her * 
there (Spouſe ſhould bee; that al ſhould hold = 
nting her , for the ioy and delight of the » 
\lbeit | -burch, and shee proue very fingular *» 
hand; M'* graces and ſpiritual endowments > | 
e;and through the courſe of her. whole life, 

the A4 Theſe 


] 
| 
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Theſe were the ſage, prognoſticates of | 
that Aſtcologer , by the helpe of his 
Art : Ifart may be ſayd togo ſo tarr 
as toderiue,ypon the operations of the 
mind; which I liſt not here to exami- 
ne. It ſufficeth his conieRure at leaſt, 
was not amille, and his creditt with 
men &authority ſogreat, as to breede 
an extraordinary expectation in them 
offomerare creature to be shorly bor- 
neand come into the world. 

And now behold the tyme was come, 
and Gertrude happily deliuered , of a 
daughter, and ſuch aone, as bredd an 
vniuerſall ioy in Court, and Citty , no 
place that wasnot filled with ſignes of 
eriumph,eſpecially at her entrice into 
re Church, by the Jauer of Baptiſme, 
whenshe put on, the cadid robe of in- 
nocecy, washed with the blood of the 
immaculate Lamb whereof she was 
neuer diſpoyled, to herdying day. A 
oreat confuſion doubtleſle to vs Mor- 
calls, who not contented to breake our 
firſt faith, in ſtayning this robe , bur 
after ſo many wholſome baths of Pe- 
nance rerurne to contaminate , the 


ſame. 
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ſame againe and againe, and I would 
to God, no more againe, 

Elizabeth, for ſoe now $sheisentol- 
led inthe booke of life, to be cancelled 
neuer , as yet hanging on her Mothers 
breaſt ; ( for she commicts not that 
treaſure, to the truſt of any) that ste 
mizhe truly bee a Mother wholely, 
and not to halues, Herman Lantgrane 
of Thuringia, hauing at that time liKe= 


wiſe a Sonne newly borne, called. 


Lewes , and hearing of the voliwerſall 
acclamation made, at the double Birth 
of this rare a Phenix , partly through 
the 200d Omen , he conceived thereof, 
and partly to matchin foe royall a Fa- 
mily ; diſpatches Embafſadours, with 
good expedition to Andrew King of 
Hungary , todemaund Elizabeth , "for 
Spouſe for his ſaid Lewes. Such ir ſce- 
mes was the tenour of thoſe dayes, 
and is yet in practize now and then, 

among greateſt Princes, for reaſon, of 
State, to vnite their kingdomes ſtron- 
ver to each other, ſtill leauing the par- 
ties, totheir full choy > , when they 


coine t0 the yeares af EleQion, 
Ay 


\ 
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No maruell then, if Andrew, with bis 
deareſt Gertrude, after the matter had 
been throughly debated by; his pruder 
Coticel,gaue ſo free &ealſy colentthe- 
reto:for he ſent away the Emballadors 
wel ſatisfyed with his royall promiſe. 

Bat the. Lantgrave , now at laſt, the | 
Infarts being growen to be three or 
foure yeares of age, defirous to haue 
ſuch a iewel in his houſe , ſent his 
Embaſſadors a netyto fetch that pre- 
cious treaſure into bis State, ſceing 
no reaſon that ſince shee was to be 
inſerted into the houſe of Thuringra, 
and was to flourish in that garden; but 
shee ſhould rake her greener ſap from 
that ſoyle , and beginne ſo yong to 
frame her ſelf, to the cuſtomes of that 

Lid, bauing other reaſons for the fame 
belides:& ſo likewiſe had Andrew & 
Gertrude on their parts important mo- 
tiues,to hold her ſtil with them, & not 
ſo ſooneto enrich Thuringia, with the 
impoueriſhing of Hungary , but leaſt 
Nature, being but the one, might be 

thought to bee the whole impedimet, 
being prudent as they were , and not 
willing to take ſo weake an imputa- 
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tian on themſclues, they gaue order, 
for her (ending to Thuringia, 

The Queene, [cr with hera rich furni-. 
eure for her Chaber, with a Cupbord 
of plate, of gold & Gluer, & many pre- 
cious itewels of ineſtimable valew,alſa 
divers cabinets of prettitoyes to enter- 
teyne her infancy withall; and ſundry 
cheynes bracelets ;earings, carkaners, 


Cheſts of the fineſt ly nnes, with other 
things beſids wel eb {uchaPrine 


celle. Tre King for his part, ſent his 


rayall word, to allow her ſo —_—_ by - 


the yeare , as should mainteyne her 


conuenient Court, _fir for ag la | 
celle, vntil ſuchtyme,as the Eſpouſalls 
were ſolemaized, fri, he wouldſend 
her portion azreed vpon ,at oneentire 


paymet; and for the preſent ſent her {9 
attended, as becamehis Daughter. . 


In this equipage, after a million of - 


kiſles of the Child , by the tenderPa- 


rents, at its departure. | Note Court 
of Hungary , Went theEmbaſladors, 


of each part., ith the treaſure, of . 
heauen ,very charily and tenderly Cat» 


ryinz the ſame with eaſy journeys, til 
theyc came.to the Metropolis , "where 
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the Lantoraue held his Court : Where 
being arriued ( performing their Em- 
baſlage tothe Princely Father and the 
Dutcheſle), they preſented the Spoule 
to the yong Prince, who with a gra- 
clous & ſmiling countenance receiued 
her, tothe great ſatisfaftion and 1oy of 
all. I will not ſtand here, to number 
the shewes & triumphes made in that 
Citty, to welcome this great little 
Ghoſt , what fireworks were made, 
what triumphall Arksſer vpp, in fine, 
what nor, that mizht any wayes {ceme 
togiue forth pomp & magnificece in a 
high meaſure. But that which paſſed 
all, was, the chearefulnes, read in the 
countenices of al, bureſpecially inthe 
Lanteraue , & his Dutchefle theſclues, 
who as then preſages in this happy 
arrinal , an ynſpeakable bleſling to 
theſclues,their family, & whole eſtate, 
 Buto diſaſtre, after a three yeares 
ſpace, the newes is brought to Court, 
how that faire Gertrude mirrour of 
Queenes , the goodly Cinthia of the 
Hungarian skyes in the plenitude 
and fullnes of her tempotall feli- 
a +a __ 
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, not without ſome probable 
fignes of her predeſtination, through 
a conſtant courſear leaſt, and perſeue- 
rance in a vertuous life , by ſome 
coniectures was cruelly thought to be 
murthered by the treachery of the No- 
bles of that Land; to thegreatlamen- 


of that State, the little El2abech now 
being ſeauen yeares of age, 


QURY: OIL YAY RY ALD: QYAQUNARY 
THE PRETY SPORTS AND 


Entertaynements of Elizabeth in her 


Childhood ©: the Death of the Prince hey 
Father in Law , and the dewotion she 
ved. 


H Ere now imagin Death to haue 
been a ſleepe, the while this glo- 
rious Queene Gertrude enioyed the 
Sunſhine of her Life ; and that he now 
began toawake and rouze himſelf to 
eather Roſes, in their cheifeſt prime 
and fulleſt 
allwayes attend ſo long , but 


CHAP. FR © y 


tation of all the vertuous and good, as | 
for the loſle of a great ſtay and Pillar 


growth. Nor doth hee | 
often © 

Ke 
takes,” 
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takes them inthe bud: Howbeit this 
Roſe was taken oft by cruell Death, 
in her cheifeſt flourithiag of all. God 
bleſle the bud the while, the yilue of 
this Role, that now begins to pecre 
inJeede inthe garden of the world, 8& 
give forth ſhewes cre ſhe be aware of 
her future ſanfity., For loe by this 
tyme, knowing rather by inſtinct, and 
the vnction of the. Holy Ghoſt. then 
any reading, or help of any otherexte- 
riour Maiiter, beſides her Paranimph, 
or Angel Guardian;of what importice 
was, theſtogular and ſpecial deuotion 
to the Saints of God, being of hispro- 
perfamily, and deareſtto him, & fuch - 
as continually aſliſt in his preſence, & 
neuer take off their eyes fro beholding 
him facertoface: And knowing yet be- 
aides, that howbeyr, they are cuer preſt 
-& ready to attend to their deuotes at al 
tymes, & places, where & whenſocuer 
withtrue Deuotis they are called vp6; 
Yet more particularly in places, where 
Temples, Chapells, Aultars, & Orato= 
ryes are peculiarly dedicated. to. their 
honour, being properly the Houſleof 
. God, where he is pleaſed belt to giue 


& petitions of men.She therefore often re- 
ſortes thirher, &there, before cucryAultar 
would ſometymes kneele,, & ſomerymes 
bow downe her body reueretly, in others 
preſence doing what ſuited belt with her 
dignity: but alone she would proſtrate her 
ſelf onthe floore, & ſteale (omeamourous 
kiſſes from the ground, & moſt comonly 
lift vp her hands to her breaſt; and likely 
alwayes, Caſt vp hereyes to heauen except 
{ometymes when sheecloſed the to look 
into her ſelf.. Q care Bud of Sanctity.and 
moſt angelical Infit, not more of Hungary 
or of Tharingia, then of Paradiceit ſelf! 

If in the Pallace shice had found [the 
Chappel doores to be shut; shee would 
not wholy looſe her labour., but rene- 
rently kneele at the chreshold , and 
kifle them deuoutly ; nor came sheeeuer 
without ſome ſditor petiti6 in her mouth, 
or in ber hart atleaſt, How many .tymes, 


being in the heat of her ſports, with the 


relt of her companions , and equalls in 
yeares, though in vertue and dignity , not 
like to her , shee would lay.wagers, 
who ig running should fuft arriue at the. 
= 0 5 Chappel 
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C happell doore, to hane occalion the- 
reby to make frequent Viſits of the 
venerable and moſt blefled Sacrament: 
Soe burning was tte ardonr of her 
Loue to her heauenly Spouſe, whom 
She knew to fit within the Veyle or 
curtaine of thoſe Species there. In the 
midſt of her childish ſports, she often 
rooke occaſion to pertforme ſome act 
of humiliation or other; and that ſo 
pretily, as ſeemed not to be indu- 
{trioully donne but meerely vnawares, 
when asin truth , she would doe it of 
{et purpoſe. Sometymes moreouer 
when s$he playd at cards with her 
Ladyes , and happily had won any 
money of them $he diſtributed the 
ſame among her Mayds of the poorer 
ſort, obliging them of duty, at leaſt to 
ſay aParerand Ave for her. 

She was now paſling into the Ninth 
yeare of her age, when ſuddenly 
beyond all expeQtation, the Lantgraue, 
Father to her Spouſe Lewes , departed 
thislife, to the greataſtonishment & 
diſmay noe doubt of the whole ſtate, 
Hadivg it ſelf ſoe vntymely depriued, 
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the- WW of its head , and the weight of fo 
the flouriching a Dukedome , as Thurn- 
rent: WF 2/4, nowliketo prefle , if not oppre(- 
ner il the infant shoulders of the new 
nom I Prince. But neceſſiry hath no Law, 
Ec OL Wl and Death as lawleſle as neceſſity ma- 
1 the kes buta ſport of Cheſts , of the life 
fren | of Man , and as ſoone clues a check 
: act @f toa King or Qneene,, as toa Pawne, 
at ſo W and the State the while muſt be con- 
1du- i tent, to take their chaunce or fortune 
ares, i as it is ; and make their beſt of their 
ic of | gckleand tranſitory game , by ſpeedy 
OUrt IF ſubſticutio of ſome ProteRour of that 


her 


, Goucrnement and Prince, which heere 
_ any I wee intermedle not with, as haſting 
| the © rather to thetender Princefle her {cit, 


Orcet i the Argument tn hand, Who , as the 


aſt to dawning of the Day hitherto , now-: 
begins to apfeare more cleare, then 
(inth cuerinthe Litle World or Hemiſphea- 
lenly WU re of the Dutchy of Thuringia to a per= 
Yaur, i fc& Day. For looke as her yeares en- 
arted i creaſed , ſothe ſparks of her childish 
ot & ll and innocent deuotions , and vertues 
ſtate, began more ſeriouſly ro enkindle, and 
1ued, i rake fire in her harr , which the more 
wtenſly burned and flamed within hes 


Cha. 2 18 THE HISTORY. 
as shee wiſely went about to conceale 
them in her breaſt, — 

One of the things, which Saints & 
ſpiritual men do much recominend , 15 
the frequeat memory of God, For be- 

 fidestheworkein it (elf, moſt grateful 
and pleaſing to him, it includes an act 
of Religion and of Prayer , fulfilling 
-theſame of. our Sautour. . Wee muſs al= 
wayes pray.and never giue over; and allo 
other acts befzdes, as Faith , Hope, 
and Charity , and the reſt, andis molt 
profitable for al, to keepe them from 
falling into Sinne or detects, So line 
thou with men as if God had his Eyes ſtil 
caſt vpen thee: Sayd Senecathe Heathen, 
This ground now of ſpiritual buil- 
ding, whereſoeucr the Infant had it, 
Shceinfallibly layd ;while shee tooke 
the reſolution shee made, to haue al- 
wayes God before her eyes, cuen in 
theſc render yeares in al her aGtions 
whatlocuer, i 

Vpon which foundation hee built 
this Heroicall purpoſe, for his ſake 
to abandon all the delights and pleaſu- 
res of the world, al brauery in apparrel 
v.ith thetr yariety of faſhions, in affe- 
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$on at leaſt, And moreouer to leaue 
he papering & delicacyes ofthe flesh, 

's & MWecamore, althe yanityes of the world, 
1,15 Wot contenced to refuſe them only bur” 

- be- MWeuen with a holy Tirany fro. hs tyme 
cful Mforwardsto trample he ynder foote.. 
1a And foraſmuch as in her conſtant 
ling Wreſolution , it was needfulto begge di- 

| als Fuine alliſtice, morethen ordinary,shee 
alſo Ftooke vp certaine deuotions, which 
ope, fſshee likely omitted not vpon any oc- 
noſt Ecaſis; ſoas if she chaunced at any tyme 
to forget them by day , shee faichfully 

: lixe ſupplied thEinthe night: applying her 
's flil ſei moſt deuoutly to the Mother of 
en, E[God,theincoparableVirgin,to youchr 
Duil- Nfafe ro patronize & ecsThe her pious in- 
4 jr, Etentions, & to mediate her cauſe with 
oke her Sonne, wh6 shee preſumedcould 
eal- deny her nothing : then to her Angell 

a in "ply -ai who sheeconiured to looke 
ions [voto his charge , & notto ſufferher to 

WW breake her new made purpoles,, Shee 
euc paſled through the whole Hierars. 
chy of Angels & SS. of heayen fr the 
bicheſ Seraphin, to the Theefe onthe 
croſle, to make interceſſion forher. 


Bur aboue al , shee addicted her ſelf 
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to the glorious Apoſtle and Euangelift 
S, Tohn , calling him by all the amou- 
rous words ſhecould deuiſe,asto who 
She had perticular deuotion ; & whom 
frecly and affeuouſlly she had choſen 
aboue the reſt, According it should 
ſeeme tothe laudable practize now a 
dayes to make choyce of ſome (ingu- 
lar Patron, to recurr to in all neceſl- 
tyes , and to {erye with infatigable 
conſtancy.to the end. Him he coniu-if 
red with a thouſand titles, as well ge- 
nerall as proper to him: as Trumpert cf i 
Iſraell, Grgan ofthe Lining God, Notary 
of Heauen , Secretary of the Eflate of the 
Church, high flying Eagle, eſpecial Faxouri- 
te of the Sponſe, the dearely beloued of 
TES/VS: thathe would help to eſta- 
blish and ratify her pious purpaſe of 
ſcruing Ged his Maſter and hers, ina 
more eminent manner, then hitherto 
She had don. To which intent to en» 
gage him the more ; though she had 
already ſo eſpecially and fiogularly 
choſen him before ; she obteyned of 
God, in the comon ſuffrages or Ele- 
ction of Saints , which according to 
cuſtom 


OF S. ELIZABETH. 1b.r. u (2, 
oht 


uſtome was vied there,thatshe mig 
ra himand no other , whichto her” 
nſpeakable ioy and comfort shedid, 
hg or thrice togeather, Andtherforein- 
ced fo highly shee honoured this ſe= 
ect Patron of hers, theglorious Apo- 
114 tle and moſt illumined Enangeliſt S, 
cbn , ſo leaning , as.ir were , on his 
ords breaſt, as well now in heauen, as 
nce hedid , at thelaſt Supper, the fi- 
ureof that diuine Paſchall, And fur= 
her euer after fro that tyme forwards, 
Fe ſo highly reverenced & honoured 
1 of $15Saint & Parronof hers, as shee ye- 
tary ily thought she was not to deny anie 
the ſing to any who begged or craued 
n his name, | 
The Holy dayes she obſerued moſt 
unctually and religioutly indeed, ac= 
ording to her yeares & capacity:Whe 
1e would lay aſide ſome patt of her 
reſfings & attires ; eſteemingontho- 
edayes, quite cGtrary tothe vſe of her 
eeres, & the practize of ti: ole tymes; 
ne beſt decking & ornament of all,ro 
eche Beauty of the Soule within, hol- 
ling it to beagratefull to be deuour &. 
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reuerent inhis preſence, without the 
glittering of theſe pearles and pretious 
Stones, then to prancke herſelf witt 
al thoſe toyes , whereby the hart beco. 
mes ful of yanity and diſtraQtion; and 
therefore ordinarily shee left off her 
oloucs,atleaſt ſo long as the Seruice or 

Maſle laſted, being deſirous by degrees 
to-breake her wil , though in ſmaller 
things, that 'shee might hereafter aritc 
co morenoble reflections, an] gayne 
more noble conqueſts on her ſelf, Ima- 
gining, though the thing was butlittl 
in-yt ſelf, yet being donne in reſpect & 
metnory of the Paflion , repreſen» 
red «there in the dreadfull Mylterie 
of the- preſent Sacrifice , it would 
doubtles be gratefull and acceptable 
to God. 

— Many times shee would ſay to her 
Ladyes about her. Siſters, for the 
Loue of our Lord Ieſuws Chriſt , let vs 
weare no gloues, nor put on any ſilk, 
cold, or Iewels to day., nor cate but 
of one dish only , or abſtayne from 
ſuch a dish, and forbeare at leaſt to 


daunce this day , or to play at cards, 
nings, 


or the like, And with theſe begin- 
nings , abſtayning meerely for the 
Loue of God, by little and little shee 
eathered , and they by her example, 
the celeſtiall fruits of Vertue. When 
shee playd at avy tyme and wonne, 


to giue ouer ; becauſe shee was flat- 
tered with proſperity .: reflefing the 
while, if men ſo reioyced with a litle 
breath of proſperity or encourage- 
ment of ſo light a gayne , what 
would rhey do when occaſion ſer- 
ued , that the Holy Ghoſt were plea= 
ſed to breath vpon them , and they 
to obtayne the Margarits and Pear- 
tes of the toyes of Heauen 2 In dan- 


ceing likewiſe which shee could not | 
) her eſchew to ſatisfy the Nobles., shee 


: the was content with one graue and 
t VS folemne meaſure only, ſaying; itwas 
GIk, ſufficient with one ſtryene , to giue 
: but ſatisfaction tothe world and to pleaſe 


romff the Louers thereof , and thereſt shee 


ſt rol would omit , and fairely interrupt 
ards, fl for Chris ſake, And thus with thcſe 
A ExErch> 
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ſo as fortune ſeemed to ſmile ypon 
her ; $hee would ſay it was now tyme 


&# aw 1 
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| exercizesof denying & barring her ſelf 
voluntarily from the pleaſures of the 
flesh or vanityes of the world;she mar- 
ched forwards to a higher degree of 
more eminent yertue and perfection. 


QUYLRYRY:CIQUAY:RNRUOD: RY: REAY 

HOPW ELIZA BETH VV AS 

Contemned by Sophia, and Agnes her 
Mother, and Siſter in Law; with the veſt 
of the Court, 


CGCaaa?,. T1. 


TI Ehold our noble Princeſſe noyw 
LJ) begins to mount the myſticall 
Ladder of Iacob : that is, to enter into 
the true Exercize of Piety conſiſting 
of ten ſeuecrall Stepps , ſtill aſcending | 
higher. The firſt ; a receſſe from the 
Earth or afte&t of Secular or terrene 
things, with a firme decree of the mind 
to follow Chriſt, This ſtepp shee hath 
climedalready,ſo as with the Apoſtles 
in affec at leaſt shee might well vſurp 
that ſaying of theirs. Behold wee hauelef; 
all chings, The ſecond; an Obliuion of 


worldly things * Whereto the amou- 
rous 


OB S. ELI ZABETH, Ith,r, 85 Cha. 3, 
rous celeſtial Lover exhorts his Spou» 
c. O hatken Daughter , forget thy people, 
The thicd , an hatred and contempt 
thereof, as appearesin her , whoeſtee= 
mes the fame as dang to purchalle 
Chriit, The fourth , a diſpoyling 
and Euangelical hatred of al ſuper- 
fAuous and profane Loue cf Friends, 
citizens , and Parents, The fift, a 
natred' of her ſelf for Chriſt, which 
the trulydid, as ſhal appeare. Theſixr, 
an abnegation of her ſelf, and pro- 
per Loue, The teauenth , a daylie car- 
rying of the Croſle, or mortification of 
inordinat concupiſcences. The eight 
the Imitation or Following of Chriſt, 
inconſtantly purſuing his yertues, and 
eſpecially theſe, Meeknes , and Hue 
Imility, The Ninth, a loue of the Neig-- 
bour, yea of the Enemies themſelues, 
through his example on the Croſle, 
when he prayed for his Perſecutours, . 
The tenth & laſt, Aniotimous vnicn 
with God, that the mind do w holely 
adhere to God, and as it were bze made 
one ſpirit with him, and may tively 
ſay , as She might wel, that ſame of S. 
a D 
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Paul : I live, not I now , but rather Chriſt 

mn mee, ; 
For loe, afaire occaſion now begins 
to preſent it ſelf to her, of ariling vnto 
higher degrees of this exerciſe of Pie- 
ty,or Parience I may ſay. Since hauing 
ſuch a Motherin law as Sophia, 8& ſuch 
a Siſter as her daughter Agnes ; by the 
death of hertender anddeare father in 
law, now growne in great authority 
in Court, her Spouſe as yet but yong. 
What can wee looke for, but tormes 
and trazedyes at their hands ? Sophia 
indeed was a Woman , faire enough, 
and gracious to behold, but of a vio- 
lent and imperuous nature ; and as 
She was her (elf , ſo bred she yp her 
child, as likly they are Birds of a fea- 
ther. The Mether though she were 
not yong, yet was not ancient, andif 
thoſe yeares she had could haue borne 
her out, her mind would haue ranked 
her with the youthfulleſt of her Da- 
mes;8& what became nor her ſelf ro do, 
ſhewould be doing in others by ſetting 
the on,in faſhions, attires, in dancing, 
gaming, andthe like. She would be 
known. 
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known to be Darcheſſe of Tharingia , 8- 
haue her dues in points of honour, 
punctually obſerued ; obſequiouſlly at- 
tended at Table, and abroad , by her 
Pages, and neuer without a Beuy of 
Courtly Ladyes about her, Her appa= 
rel nor ſo rich as faſhionable, relying 
more onthe ſplendour of her iewells 
ro make her appeare who she was, 
then theGorgeouſnes of attyres other- 
wayes : thercin giuing (ſcope to her 
I adyes and Maids of honour, to vye 
with one an other, wherein taKing a 
complacence , she ſeemed to exceede 


inthem,ſo being guilty her ſelf of their 


excelle, And yet whatſocuer her de- 
uotion was invardly, she would hold 
ſtila faire Decorum in her Chappelin 
the Pomp thereof.; retayning ſtil a 
ſtately Maiclty in the exteriour cere- 
monyes ; Wi:h this fatisfying her 
ſelf , that she complyed ſufficiently 
with her obligations and her ſecular 
ſtate, being the abſolute Princelle aud 

Dowager of that land, 
Her daughter Agnes ſeemed to be ac- 
cording to her hart, faireand bewtyful 
b B 2 « indeed 
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indeed and as made for Courts ; ofa 
nature good enough and free of dif= 
polition ; and might no doubt haue 
beene moreReligious and retyred, had 
the Mother with ſtudious education 
trayned her in it, as she left her too 
much to her owne inclinations ; a 
fault too frequent euery where, in 
the -breeding vp of Damlclles; 
though here no further hurt enſued, 
then certeine antipathyes in her, 
with our Princely Virgin, to-exerciſe 
her vertues with, Theſe two then, 
being equalls every way in that 
Court for yeares and reſpects, by the 
ordinance of the Mother were ſuted 
both alike, adorned alike with glicte- 
ring coronets of gol and pretious ie- 
wels on their heads, with bracelets, 
eare-rings, and carkanets the ſame:in 
2a word, extcriourly in the habit, no 
difference to be ſcene, ſaue only in the 


inward habit of the mind, in the ſight 


of God, and Angels, For they going 


.cnce into the Temple on a ſolemne 


feltiual day, ( as their cuſtome was, ) 
ſo crowned and richly attired,and pal- 


ſing immediatly before Sophia the la- 
dy Mother : El:zabeth preſently at her 
entering into.the church, layd off her 
Coronet of gold, nor would ſhe-pur it 


and althat tyme moſt humbly and de- 
uoutly demeaned herſelf, as shetruly 
rooke it inthepreſence of her Sauiour, 
vntil at laſt She was admoniſhed to go 
home, | 

T his fact of hers , now much dif< 
pleaſed Sophie, as an aGt at leaſt of in- 
diſcretion, or at the beſt ynaduiicd.y 
donne, Whereupon in tyme and place 
conuenient ſhe tooke her aſide , and 
peaceably and fairly demaunded ct 
her, why she did ſo, ſaying, Daughter, 
what meant you the other day ente- 
ring into the church to lay alide the 
Coronet you ware, wasita handſome 
1oht trow you,in ſuch a preſence of 
the Eſtates, Counts, and Barons of our 
Wand to vndrefle you in that manner 
n the view of al the people? To whom 
l:3abeth humbly made anſweare. 
Madam , God forbid , I should beſo 
religious, if not impious, being ſuch 
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on againe til the Sacrifice wasended; 
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a wretch as I am, to haue my head 
adorned. with the ſplendour of a Cro- 
wne, and to appearcin ſo proud and 
haughty an <quipage,cuen inthe tyme 
and place, where my Sautours head is 
ſo cruelly tormented and crowned 
with thornes. At which words was 
Sophia: mouth immediatly ſtopt, what 
with the goodly reaſon she ſaw she 
had to checke her ſo; but happily car- 

ryedit in mind,til an other tyme. 
By which appeared what impreſſion, 
even in her tender yeares, the Thor- 
nes of her Sauiours crowne did make 
in her hart , deepely wounding her 
mayden breaſt, through meditation of 
his Paſſion repreſented in the Sacrih- 
ceof the Maſle. This compafhon is an 
affe&t of the Soule wh ch $she had, 
wherwith shee ioyntly ſuffered with 
him, who ſuffered ſo, and transferred 
his dolours to herſelf; and to this end 
Shee helped her ſelf with theſe two 
things: firſt conſidering the quaiity of 
the perfon who endured : and feconc.- 
ly the greeuouſnes of the paynes endu- 
red:which shee did, pondering 'how 
| Chriſt 
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Courteours whiſpering with theim- 


ſclues , as cenſuring hardly thereof, 


and murmuring againſt her. 

For that tndeed, as Enuy is the hand- 
may4 of vertue , and wayrting at her 
heeles , with meagre lookes : So was 


theinnocent and douelike demeanu- 
re of this Virgin, and her holy himplict= 


ty in contempt with the Courteours 
attending on her ; who began with 
bitter words, and ſecret taunts, yea 
moſt iniurious and contumelious 
ſpeaches now and then , and that 
to her face alſo,toplay ypon her with 


cauills, nods, fond laughters, ſcoffs, 


and gibes, at her hyppocritical 
a fandtity, 


OF S. ELIZABETH, Lib.l. 31 Cha, 4, © 
Chriſt our Lord ſuffered them , with-. 
out any ſuccour ofthe Eternal Father, 
or his Diſciples, conſidering alfo the 
delicacy of the coplexion of his body; 
and how the interiour paynes of his 
ſoule were yet more greeuous then 
thoſe of his ſacred body,and theſe we- 
re the thoughts that tooke vp her 
mind, during the Sacrifice of the Mal- 
ſe : while Sophia perhapps through dif- 
dayne was biting the lipp, and other 
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ſanity, as tl ey would terfne it. And 
that the rather in beholding Sopbia 
her ſelf with her il trayned daughter, 
to concurr with them, and openly as 
it were, to applaud them for it, being 


ſo oppolit as they were to her in their 


conditions, For Elizabeth being now 
in contempt with her ſelf, eſteemed 
the vanity of the world as filth and 
dung ; togeather with theſe excellen- 
cies and preeminences of honour, aud 
the pompes and gorgeoulnes of attires: 
but they on the contrary, loued, reue- 
renced, & eltecmed nothing lefle, then 
what El;z4beth did loue, reucrence, & 
eſteeme, She deſired to pleaſe God 
only”; bur they , ſo they pleaſed the 
world, eſteemed little ro cfiend God, 
Thus the diverſity in their harts, cau- 
{ſed a greatdiſlimilitude , & Antipachy 
in their manners : ſo as hardly now, 
could they looke ypon her, with an 
equal eye, ascomonly is wontin ſuch 
occaſions; laying open a large and ſpa- 
cious held to the Virgin to exerciſe 
al vertues in, & noſ{malrock of ſcan- 
dalto the other of their ſpiritual ruine; 


it 


if the Sacramets repaired not the ſecrer 
wracks of theirſoule which the Stilli- 
cids of enuy had wrought, while her 
humility in her ordinary conuerſa= 
tion encreaſed the ſame, 

For loe Elizabeth, leauing the copany 
of the Nobles, & ſuchas rufled in thei? 
ſilks, and ſauoured of their ciuets, and 
amber-gris, who were clad in purple, 
kiſling the handateuerie word, & ful 
of their courtly coplemets withal;afte- 
cicd rather the familiarity 'of the {1m- 
ple, anddelighted more with the con- 
uerſatio of poore women, & the more 
ſober Damoſclles of her age, di{cour- 
ſing with them of ſpiritual and pious 
things;then to tattle of this or that faſ= 
hion, orto vie thoſe courtly exerciſes 
which her Siſter Agnes & her like ap- 
plied theſclues vnto, And hence it was | 
that Sophia would often ſay to herla- 
dyes, that Eizabeth should be placed 
among the Nunnes, f{ince her manner 
of life, cuen wholely reſembled theirs, 
doing nothing worthy the greatnes | 
of her Houſe, Nay there were ſome of 
the Nobles, whole impudevt boldnes- 
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vee mentioned aboue, whoſtuck nor 
to auouch, that Elizabeth, in reſpectthe 
ortion shee brought, was not anſwe- 
Tabletothe Eſtate and dignity of their 
Prince; should eyther be ſent back to- 
Hangery againe, orbegiuen in Maria- 
veto ſome other of the Nobility the- 
re, Which words were fo confidently 
and freely deliucred here and there, & 
vttered euery where , as they could 
not chooſe but come to the cares of 

the innocent Lady. 
Now what ſhould the Yirgin do 
admidſt thoſe ven*mous & ſerpentine: 
rongues, but as a Rofe prickt with the 
thornes, wherewith it is beſet, yent 
| forth a (weeter odour of meekenes, by 
the wounds shee rectiued from them, 
which without ſuch occaſions had: 
layneas hid before ; yercould sheenot 
<hoefe bur weep of tedernes, ſeeing her 
ſelf fo iniurioully contened, eſpecially 
Eyſuch, ok whom induery shee ought 
to bec honoured. And fo much the ra- 
ther as shee feared her conſtit purpoſe 
of Humility , through their enuious 
erapncs & wicked practiſes might Co 
; met 


meto ſuffer detriment, Til colidering 
with herſelf, how by theſe cotempts, 
affronts, and humiliations,shee should 
the better reſemble her Lord IESYS 
brif,and his Apoſtles & Saints, & how 
hey had paſſed the al, and greater to, 
in reſpect whereof, theſe here wereto 
bee eſteemed as nothing. And weigh- 


ent Fry should be rated, and that shee ought 

by ro hold any payne or mortification. 

x ocuer, as a pearle or pretious ruby of 
a ' 


0 leſſe value and eſtimation , then: 


ghe When ,45 S, Paul faith, She reſolued at 
r2- Walt , and purpoſed with the divine 
og prace, to ſuffer not only with paticn= 
ous 


hy BÞ 
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;ng alſo how great afauour & mercy 

it was to her from God, to beſocloa- 
thed with his livery : and that the | 
indignityes offered her , were buras _ 
money or matrchandiſe , wherewith | 
heauen was to be purchaſed by her, 
that after the meaſure of the, herglo- 


heauen it ſelf. And finally , that the: 
zraneils of this world , haue no compariſtn Rom, 
With the weight of glory , which « giuen for 8. 17- 


ce, al mannerofdifgraces and affronts . 
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and alacrity ; it being the holy wil of 


God, yea more todelire & (eeke them 


by al meanes poſlible without offence 
of hers; thereby to conforme her (elf 
the more to his diuine Maiecſty : and 


 ſodryed vp hereyes, commending her 


caſeentirely tothe diuine proutdence, 
reſigning her ſelf wholely to his wil, 
in theſe words. 

O ſouecraigne Spoufe of my hart, 
O ſuffer mee not to affe any thing 
inordinatly without thee that is not 
wholy in order vnto thee ; yea, that 
al things els whatlocuer without 
thee , may Þce vngrateful and bitter 
to mee ,, and thou only ſweet. That 
thy wil bee mine, and this my deſite 
withall ; that as in heauen thy wil 
is punctually performed ; ſo may it 
bee don likewiſe here on earth, 
and molt particularly in mee. And 
{1nce Loue requires an vnion, and a 
molt entire reſignation of al things 
into the hands of the beloued; 1 giue 
thee my whole ſelf without releruing 
ou; ht to my ſelf, And as before , {o 
now doloffer thee ane; aful affet 


of 
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of pouerty ; renouncing 1n hartal® 
riches and pomps of the world; andif I * 


ence {had many worlds,I would leauethem * 
r (elf {Wal forchee and becomepoore, as thou » 

and Maſt poorefor mee, O Spouſe of my * 
; her MM hart, ſo greatis the loue I beare thee, + 


and pouertie , for thy ſake; that if it » 
were pollible, I would leaue to te > 
whatTI am, to be transformed into »» 
thee, My enemyes ſeeke my ouer= >» - 
throw, and to entrap mee , 4nd with > 
theirguiles to draw meefrom thy fer- >» 
that WH uice. Olet them not preuaile vypon my »» 
10ut MF weaknes? but be thou a Rampartto > 
Itter WM mce againſt the aſſaults and batteries »» 
"hat they lay againſt mee, to pul mee off »> 
clire WM from my ſerled purpoſe to follow thee »» 
wil .as r.cerely as my ſtate and condition 
y it wil permit, I truſt thou wile perteR. 
rth, MW what thou haſt begun, and I ſhal re-. 
And WW mayne victorious ouer al my Aduer- 
id all ſaryes : This 1 beſeech thee for thy 
ngs MM Beloved Scruants fake , S. Tobn my >», 
1eſW vencrable Patron; for the loue of thy » 
ing MW deareſt Mother ; and aboue al, forthy > - | 
, ſol moſt prerious Bloud, wherein I put my » 
ct cheifcſt truſt. Nor was ſhe any whit » 
of  decetued, * 
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received , as ſhal appeare hereafter, 


WO QOQUYY QYAYNREAERDRSNER 

HOw THE YOYNG PRINCE, 
Lewes declared his affe lion 0 Eliza 
beth, ner wirhſtanding the maliznity of 


her Aduerſaryes. 
CHAP,  ITEL 


B Y this tyme , Lewes the Prince 
like ariſing ſunne began to draw 

the eyes of al vpon him , euery one 

admiring ſome excellence or other in 

him, as each apprehended excellence 

to bee, Sume weuld note his goodly 

perſonage, ſome obferue the whole ſy- 
metry or due proportion of his body 

inthe parts thereof ; others his com- 

plexion ſtrong and robuſtious , his 

actiuity others , and dexterity in the- 

manage of his horſe, When hee was 

practiſing { though young ) with the 

reſt of his Nobles and pages of his 

. Court , a man would have thought: 
him, asenly made for martial exploits, 

and feats of Chiualry, But then in 

court to haue ſcen his faire behauionr, 

SO ir nn ng en OT 


his ſweere diſpoſ:tion-and affability to 
al, you would fay that Mars had no 
part in him ; but that hee had beene 


made for carpetts only , to comply 


withLadyes;ſo ingenious and gratious 
he was in his diſcourſe. But after 


that agalne to haue- ſeen him in the. 


C appel, had been able to moue de- 
uotion inthe beholders., ſo deuout he 
would be at the ſolemne offices ; ſo as 
then they would judge him truly ih his 
Element, And as hee was ſo pious and 
vertuous in himfelf, heewas highly 
beloued of at good and vertuous men, 
2nd a bridle tothe yictous,to reſtrayne 
their exorbitances , through his rare 
exaple of modeſty, Teperice, Meeknes 
Courteſy , Sobriety ; & hence it was, 
he was fo taken & enamoured with 
his chaſt Spouſe his incoparable El:za- 
beth. Who hee noted to be {ſo eminent- 


ly yertuous , as hee could notchooſe- 


buteffeR & highly regard ker; though 


he were otherwiſe fo tEperat & diſcre- 
te in his cariage towards her, as not a 


| dag inthe world, noryetthe Spouſe | 


< (clE,could gheſſeſo much. 


. 


Which 
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Which was the cauſe ſuch diuers 
cenſures ran vpon the nullity of the 
Eſpouſalls made betweene them in 
their Infancyes. For ſreing ſuch tem- 
perance in the youthful Prince , fo 
active otherwiſe, and ful of life, they 
1udged he had no liking to her, and 
that therefore hee would ſure refuſe 
her , when he came to mature age. 
Eſpecially fince Elizabeth his Eſpoule, 
was {o altened her (elf from thateſtate, 
as the company and ſocicty of men, 
ſeemed to be irkeſome to her; much 
leſle that she would euer admit tic 
maryed ſtate;{o as now in a manner ſhe 
was held a Religious woman, And 
theſe diſcourſes euery where , made 
the pious & diſcret Prince, the ſooner 
to declare and expreſſe himſelf ro the 
vertuous El;zabeth, as wel to give fatis- 
faction to the world in that point; 

, and ſtopp the divers rumours and 
Iudgmentsof men, as to ſatify his 
owne affeQion towards her , and ro 
be {ecured of hers to him, which could 
not be withour ſome manner of ex- 
preciſion ; and which now at-laſt he 


did 


co the great contentment and ful ſatis» 
faction of each other. | 

For lo this match of theirs, ſo made 
nodoubtin heauen , receiued no lefle 
the fulnes of benediction from thence. 
So, as though she ſeemed otherwiſe in 
her life and example to haue beene 
vowed already to an other Spoule in 
heauen;yet was itſo, as not incompatis 
ble with an earthly Spouſe, whoſe wil 
ſome way or ether, was knowne to 


he was content with conditions hap- 
pyly agreed betweene them , to haue 
a Riualfora tyme, How off, alas, had 
the chaſt Elizaberh, in the cloſet of her 
hart put forth that Theame to be dif- 
putedof, how oft hadshe concladed, 


for the other ; now it muſt be thus, 
now thus, now this , now that. Til at 
laſt knowing euidently as it were, the 
wil of God, which was the mayne at= 
gument of her aſſent to that eſtate; 
” after she had reſolued with'her (elf , to 


harken to the Prince , che would 


d ' further 
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her, to be , it should be ſo; and thas 


now for the one {ide,and then agayne 


— 


Ch, 41745 THE HISTORY 
further ' ſatisfy her ſelf with theſc 
morral reaſons of inducements. 

Firſt, that Mariage was honorable 
as auncient as the world it ſelf, raigned 
inthe Law of Nature , the written 
Law. and now a holie Sacrament in 

' the Law of grace, and a great myſteric 
betweene Chriſt arid his Church. Se- 
condly , that this Sacrament , is the 
roote of the faithful people , the Nur-| 
ſery. of Chriſtianity , the ſoyle that 
brings forth Creatures, able to repayre 
the empty ſeate cf the prevaricating 
Angcls:The ſeries of the lyuing ſtones 
gvhecewith the Walls of Jer ſatem are 
builti, The yery trunck whence ylued 
forth al the braunches, flowers, and 
fruits of the heauenly Paradice. The 
Spring whence al the brooks do flow, 
that water the Hierarchy of the 
Church, Then what an honour it was 
for Parents to bee cooperatours with 
God , in the moſt excellent work= 
manshipp of the world , and cheife 
Maiſter- peece of the Vniuerſe ; which 
is mans body , the pc<rfet and beſt 
organized of al bodyes ; whereinto 


being 


oule as a Margarit into the Mother 
earle, which hee creates , and ſends 


and capable to know him, loue, and 
adore him, Then for the place of the 
Inſtitution of Marcin. the found it 
ro haue a ſingular prerogative , when 
ſhe conſidered the ſame to haue beene 
Jeltabliſhed in the terreſtrial Paradi- 
ſe, the moſt delicious place of the 
world , a place moſt happy and re- 
carded with the moſt fauourable in- 
fluences of heauen, which, in the eſtate 
of Innocency was a happy and angeli- 
cal ſtate, if our firſt Parents had con-- 
ſtantly perſcuered therein,and notlent 
their eares to the ſuggeſtions of 
Sathan, And though commonly it bee 
fayd, that Chaſtity replenisheth hea- 
ven, and Marriage the earth. Which 
ſhe eaſily grauvted, finceshe held for 
ccrtaine that withouta chaſt and pure 
ſoule none can ſee theface of God, yet 
ſhe knew wel, cuenin thoſe tender 


the triple chaſtity : Virginal, Coniugat 


aut - 


h 

it IF yeaces of hers, todiſtinguishrightly of 
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hereinto, a ſoule immortal, ſpiritual, 


OF S. ELIZABETH: Lib.?. 43 Ch,g, - 
being once formed, God infuſeth the -__ 


1$67 1 


Ch. 4. 44 THE HISROTY 
and vidual, She knew it to be moſi 
true , that chaſt continence reple. 
gisheth not the earth., but heauen; 
bur yet withal conſidered , how the 
Coniugal , by the earth , replenisheth 
heauen; and with yrs fruics, reple- 
nisheth and furnisheth both heauen 
andearth. For it furnisheth the ter. 
reſtrial lers/alem with ſoldiours , and 
the celeſtial with moſt noble and} 
victorious Triumphers, . | 
Now in regard theſe paſlages 
between the yong Prince and Prin- 
ceſle Elizabeth , as yet appeared not to 
the world by any outward figne, the 
Nobles and Courteours taking encou- 
ragment fromthe cariages and depor- 
tmens of Sophia and Agnes, whoneuer 
left flerting and prouoking the inno- 
cent Damoſel, with taunts and quips 
to herface , but eſpccially with bitter 
nips behind her back among them- 
fclues, the matter grew now to be 
common ir mes mouths, that the Lady 
Elizabeth shuuld be ſent into herCoun- 
_ trey againe &the yongPrince wasnow 
 tothinKeofan other Spouſe , more 
competei't 
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ompetent for him, and deſeruing his 
rincely Highnes, In regard ther 
ortion ( as they (aid ) was too ſmal, 
nd the Virgin her ſelf afteed him nor, 
hat doubtles she was not for the. 
orld, & that the Prince would ſure- 
neuer match with ſuch an one, as 
ad no application tothe world, much 
ſe tothe perſonof the Prince. Thus 
etie one paſled his cenſure on the 
Hatter,as it ſcemel moſt likley to him, 
nd indeed according to his perticular 
tection. Whereas beſides there was 


- Wo want of thoſe , who framed farr 
7 Igher conceipts of the ancient Eſpou- 


ills, ſolemly made in the face of 
e world in their tender infancyes, 
ith ſo general applauſe_of ether 
cople, at the intreaty of the old Lant- 
aue Herman deceaſed , and not 
ithout the great contentment and 
tisfaRtion of Sophia her ſelf , how= 
k {cucr now through diflimilitude of 

© [anners she fayoured not the allyice, 
s before, Burt that which made the 
reateſt impreſſion with the graueſt of 
hem , was the ſage prediction and 
prognoſticat 
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prognoſticat which Elinſor ( whoſe 
eredit & authority in thoſe Northern 
parts was much reſpeted)had madeof 
her , and that contra I may fay, 
cuen before her Natiuity it ſelf , as 
we haue mentioned aboue, which 
was no doubr a great mortiue to the 
old Lantgrane of that ſocarly a Match, 
made in their tender infancy and no- 
nage, 

Among theſe , there was one 

Gualter a great Peere of the State, who 

much miſliked ſuch rumours shoul! 

bee bruited cuery where to the preiu- 
dice as he tooke it of the innocent 

Virgin, and no ſmal diſparagement to 

the young Prince ; that ſo excellenta 

pecce of grace and Nature as the Lady 

Elizabeth was , should ſo lightly bec 

prized now , which heeretofore was 

hopefully admitred into their land as: 
faire benediction and future happynes 
vntoit, Wherefore being dirccted ( 
it should ſeeme ) by the fingar of God, 
in behalf of the innocent, and for th 
{ingular louehe bare vnto his Prince 
taking a faire occaſion and fir oppot- 


oF 


ern, 
eof 
{ay, 
, as 
hich 
the 
etch, 
No» 


one! 
w 0 
oul! 
clus 
ICcent 
ntto 
lenta 
Lady 
y bee 
e Was 
1d as1 
py 065 
ed (4 
” God, 
or the 
 rynce, 
>ppor 


SYHILSE 


OF S. ELIZABETH. L3b.t. 47 (þ, 7: 
\ofe Ftinity , ſaid thus ynto him. My Liege, 


cruſt the auncient ſeruices I haue 
done to your deceaſed Father the re- 


zowned Lantgraue of happy memory; 


ad the Princely fauours I haue re- 
ciued from his handsin liew thereof; 


vil preoccupat forYmee and promns 


ny {iniſter ſuſpition of my Loyalty 
owards the perſon of your ſelf , in 
hom I behold the true and liucly 
gure , & pourtraict of the great Her- 


an himſelf ; and that as I loued - 


& honoured him alive , I muſt 
eds lIikwiſe honour him in your per= 
onage, in whom ſo perfectly he liaes. 
Vhich layd as a good foundation, I 
uſt my boldnes with your Highnes 
11 come off the better, when I ſhal 
reſle the ſame, with a matter of im- 
ortance, not knowing yet how gra- 
ful my officiouſnes may proue vnito 
our Highnes, Laying then ambages 


ide, I cometo the point, which in c6- 


genceis to ynderſtand your pleaſure 
princely diſpoktion , touching your 


pouſe in Court. I ſay, toknow what 
our inclination is towards her;to wit, 
whether 


t 
\ 
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whetherin your cleion, you wilre- 
tify yonr Fathers choyce of her for a 
Spouſe , and ſecond the general ap- 
plauſe thereof through the world, or 
proceed to anew election ofan other, 
more worthy in your eyes. And this 
the rather I vrge your Highnes with, 
for that it is gencrally voyced aþread, 
( ypon what ground I know not ) 
your Highnes meanes'to retract from 
the auncient Eſpouſalls, and to ſeeke 
a new. 

To which the Prince with colour 
in his cheekes of a imayden blush, 
{weetely made an{were, but breifely, 
as became him, My Lord , I thanke 
you for your loving care of our ho- 
nour and cheifeſt good in this lite, 
and for a ful ſatisfaction to your de= 
maund, take this fr6 mee:Youſce yon 
Mountayne there:Itel yourruly, were 
it al of gold, and al the ſtones moſt 
pretious Rubyes and carbuncles ; yet 

 Iprize and ſet by more, thoſe auncient 
Spouſalls made betweene vs , then 
ſuch an one;and that he would shorcly 


owe to vnderſtand what litle recko-Ii 
nog 


ning he made of fuch fond bablings 


would make his affection to the [gm 
yet more manifeſt to the world, May 
it pleaſe your H:ghnes anſwered Gual- 
er, that] fi2nify ſo much tothe Lady 
Elizabeth her (elf. To which the Prince 
condiſcended , and to giue his words 
more credit with her, went to his Clo- 
{et and fetched out a iewel of no 
{mal worth; and ſent it by him-ro his 
ccare El134beth, asatoken andpledge 
of his attetion to her, It was amirrouc 
or zlaſle, garnithed with ſtones of ine- 
{tinavievalucas ina tablet, with two 
Chriltals opening of cach (1de ; One 
{1mple to looke into and behold one 
felfin; and a Chriſt crucifhed moſt cu- 
riouſly & artificioully wrought on the 
other,This token the Baron tooke toy= 
fully in his hads, & making his Obeiſ- 

ſancetohim,thought it long til he had 

deliueredhis Embaſllage,for he wasone 

that truly honoured the happy couple. 

Ar lait, hecomes vato her preſen= 


whole diſcourſe vato her, in manner 


GC 
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of the enuious and malcuolent.; and 


ce, and in agratious ſort deliuered the . 


FCEFL 


I HE HISS ONE 


as it paſſed betweene the Prince and 
him ; and withall , preſented her the 
foreſaid Iewell ; which shee tvoke 
into her Virgin hands , as ſent from 
heauen ; cot without acrimſon bluſh; 
ſo to haue diſcouered her conceiued 
joy Ina matter of that nature ; giuing 
the Noble man many thanks for his 
louing care of her honour, and his 
traueills raken on herbehalf, prote- 
ſting shee would remember him if 
Shce were able, at leaſt with her poore 
vnworthy prayers for him to her hea- 
uenly Spouſe, Madam, ſayd he, I take 
you at your laſt, & ſo departed from 
her preſence, When it cannot bee ima- 
gined, what ioythe/irgrn tooke hereat , 
ſceing her (elf now almoſt pur into 
polleſſion of her harts content; ſince 
now at laſt belides the enioying of 
ſucha freind, shee hoped her enemyes 
would come to haue their mouths 
ſtopt, who had ſo maliciouſly preſaged 
of her; & that which pleaſed her moſt; 
was , ſhee hoped therby to haue a lar- 
ger ſcope to ſerue her beanely Spouſe, 
noting the Princeto be (o vertuouſly 
diſpoſed of his owne inclination, 
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After which,{he being now of yeares 
compleate,to be itoynedinmariage,the 


> . £ 
Prince haſted the Nuprialls as ſoone 
as might bee, & if there were ſo much. 


pomp, at her enterance into that State, 
as wee haue fayd aboue,, shee being 


then a Child, & her Spouſe but an In< 


fant likewiſe, as Roſes in their bud; 
You may iudge the ſolemnityes of the 
Nuptiall pomps;they being now as ful 
blowne Roles expoſed to the view of 
the whole world. Whento the confu- 


{is oftheill affeRel, to that moſt hap- 


py coniunction of the Alman & Hun- 
24rt.en Starrs; the Prince declared by 
that publique Ac of his, how farr they 
were miſtaken & deceiued, intheir ſs 
maleuolous Omens of the match ; who 


| ſotemerariouſly had paſled their cen= 


ſures on the Princely Payre; ſhewing 
moreouer & manifeſtly declaring,that 


hee neither reſpected wealth, beauty, 


nor Nobility of ſtock, ſo much in the 
choyceof his Spouſe, though all were 
competently at leaſt, if not eminently 
found in her : as her religious fim- 
Plicity and integrity of mynd, matched 
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wich a Princely Maicſty triumphins 
ouer the world , and the Vanitycs 
thcreof, 


RQUATRERYARE REC RE RER RY AM 
MOW Ei1izanbeTH BEING 
-maryed , remitred not þer denetions 
«whit ;, and how sShee caryed ber 
ſelf in ber Martifications. 


Cna*, T. 


| H es N the Angell Raphael, 
diſcouered himſelf co Toby ; he 
LM ſaid , that Prayer was good w:th 
3 faſting : Which Faſting is commonly 
ynderſtood by the Fathers , to bee all 
manner of penance, and mortification 
of the flech, Which Eliz, conſidering, 

and weighing the great importance, 
Prayer and Mortification were of, to 
the atteyning of perfection, whichin 
that very {tate,shee aymed at: She now 
applicd her ſelf more ſeriouſly the euer 
to theexercize of theſe two meanes, {0 
eficacious to obteine herend, For tru- 
ly,shee was ſo farr trs lacking a whit 
her former defires, as now they began 


ug 4 
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to breake forth into open flames of 


fecuourous aRs, being neuer wel but 
when ſome wayes or other, shee practi- 
zed the works of either Vertues, 

For firſt shee fed her mind with the 
heauenly and delicious viandes, of 
ſweerteconteplation,deuoutly medita- 
ting the points of thefourelaſt things, 
to make herſelf vigilant and cautious. 
Or the myſteries of the Life & Paſſion 


of our Lord, to breed Copaſlion in her 
ceatle breaſt : Or the Lifeof our Lady. 
& the Saints, topatterneor frame her, 
Life by. For as for higher ſpeculations 
of the dinine attribures,asYet her yea-- 
res would not beare them; Orifthey.. 
would, her (tngular humility permited| 


her not to looke ſo high ;contenting 


her (elf with the Doue, to abide in the- 


holes of the rock Chriſt [ESVS; and 


to dwell in his Wounds, For which 


end , $hee exercized her body with 
watchings , macerations, and faſts. 
For even then she began, to aban- 


don the ſoftnes and dclicioulſnes of 


her downy bed , fearing leaſt bypam- 
peringthe fleſh ſo much , shee mighe 
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 vnworthy of the Loue of Chriſt, And 
_ thereforeshee would often ſteale from 


gly indeed , that likely he was not. 


zHher Spouſc, to attend more freely to 


the Princes bed, and didit fo cunnin- 


aware thereof , when ihee thought 
$hee had gorten a great purchaſe, to 
winne ſo much tyme vnknown to 


the traffique of her ſoule , without 
any danger of vaine glory therein; 
Tometymes sheE was taken ia the act 
of ſtealine forth, & then shee would 
be ſad, to be ſo diiconered in her 
pious endeauours , but yet would 
<rauec his licence to proceede notwith- 
fanding , which shee did moſt (e- 
Tiouſly, and-often-obteyned her defare 
of the good Prince: ſomtymes againe 
Shee would: ſteale forth to prayer, 
when shee thought him aſlcepe, or he 
but diſſembled:the matter, and then 
retoyceinherhart, as muchas before, 
And againe ſometymes wel knowing 
the good diſpoſition inthe Prince, shee 
would plainely begg, and heeas freely 
permitt , shee might riſe in the night, 
or carly in the morning, to gue: her 


ſelf 
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felf ro Prayer , and to commend her 


eſtate, and actions to God. 

The Prince howſoeuer he approued 
theſe deuorions , yet affecting her ſo 
dearly as he did ; could not chooſe bur 
admoniſh her ſomerytimes, to temper 


and moderate the exceſle shee ved, - 
eycher in the tyme or intenſnes of her 


prayer ; diſcreetely aduifing her to 
beware shee empayred not the health 
of that her weake & feeble-body. But 
what gayned he by it, buta fuller ſa- 
:isfaction in his conſcience, to haue 


{weetely admoniſhed her of the perils, 


which are ordinarily incident to the 
Scruants of God, inthe way of perfe- 


ction ; referring the reſt to his diuine 
pleaſure, ſo pious hee was, Whileshe, 
guided by the Holy Gheft noe doubt, 


purſued her courſe , or increaſed- ic 
rather with the more caution, & grea= 
tercircumſpettion not to offend her 
huſbandin the leaſt, whom shee ho- 
noured ſo much, And to auoydiloath 


and ſleepynes , to the end shee mighe 


riſein thenight , and not neglect her 
religious cultume of nigthly prayer; 
C 4 Shce 
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Shee gaue order to herMayds toawake 
her, ar a certaine tyme, when ſhee ap- 
pointed to ariſe, Which to bee done 
more priuily; and that her watching 
and nightly rifins might the better be. 
kept from her Lord the Prince. Shee 
tooke one of her Mayds aſide , in 
whom {hee had greater cohdence,then 

» inthe reſt ; conturing her chus. Thou 
» knowelt Iſentrude ( for ſo was her 
>» name ) what truſt I haue alwayes re- 
> poſed in thee, any here I acRnow- 
» iedac how faithful] I haue found thee 
hitherto ; I muſt now therefore com- 
--» mend a new Ofhce to thee , to bee 
» my. Alarum in the night , yt I bee 
not vp , by ſuch an hower : and to 
» haue it donne more ſecretly; my wil, 
> 1s , that thou shoud(t awake mee, in 
> pjuing mce a remembrance at lcaſlt, 
» by pulling mee by the Toes , at the 
> Bedds feete ; for feare I diſturbe and 
awake my Lord. The faithfull Ser- 
uant apprehended her ſtreight , and 
aſſumed the charge , and diligently 
performed it a good while togea- 
ther, til at laſt, being once miſ- 
taken 
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takenT know not how. ),, shee tooke 
the Prince by rhe toe jnfteed of her; 


Who awaking therat, and percetuiag - 


the matter, was not. a Whit diipleated 


therewith , as being acquainted with 


ler cuſtame of arijiag inthe Night to 
Pcaycr. | 
Whica cnſtome continually ſo 
preuailed vpon her , and her teruours 
racreia now grew fo great ,.as shee 
was not contented , that by ſtints and 


turnes to enioy theſe viciſhtudes of 


reſt , and ritin2 in the night; but inthe 


abſence of the Prince shee was often 


found by herMayds ſleeping on a Car- 
pet ſpread and exteded on the ground, 


waen finding her ſelf through a fre-. 
indly and louing liberty of theirs,to be. 
handſomely checked and rebuked by. 


them, as fearing leaſt ſuch manner of 


auſterities might breede her harme_ 


and ſome great inconuenience to her, 
Her anſwere was, shee reaped adou- 
blefruite and commodity by it, Firſt 
that shee lefle regarded her bed: 
And (econdly,abſtained from the ſofc- 
nes of thoſe downes, or the approach 


""M 'Cy  ofher. 


WITSS 


Ch. 5. 


8 THE HISTORY 
of her huſband; that her mynd more 
ealily and freely might apply it ſelf to 


 heauenly thoughts and ſpuituall exer= 


Cizes,ſfo oppoſtt-to ſenſe, ſoftnes, and 
carnall delights. 
She would often complayne, shee 
was vnworthy to dedicate her virgt- 
nity when ryme was, to her heauenly 
Spouſe ; and yet-Ioaed her Lord no 
whitthe leſle; from whom-shewould 
willingly nener be abſent; euen when 
Hee tooke any tourney in hand, were 
it in froſt or ſnow, heate, or cold, 
or any ſtormy weather ſoeuer, For 
Shee well vnderſtood his company-de- 
barred nor hindered her at all from 
her exercize of watching and Prayer, 
and the frveete Embraces of her hea- 
uenly Spouſe-; wherein shee daylie 
encreaſed ſo much , as- now shee 
tooke vp {treighter auſterityes and 
afflitions to macerate more -that-in- 
nocent body of-hers , to whipp her 
ſelf euery Friday in the yeare; in me- 
mory of the Paſſion of her deare $4 
#947 : which in the Lents and often- 
tymesin the nights when shee arofe, 
Was 
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was don by her Mayds to humble 
and confound ther the more , and 

yet with a meruailous chearefulnes 
and ſiveetnes $shee ſuffered al): 
obliging them to a perperualt ti- 
lence, 


YA NW GRYNRU RYAN 


HOVY ELIZ ABETH SVBMITS 
her felf ro the Obedience »of ene + 
Conrad, areli/gious Prieſt: . 
and What followed | 


thereof. - 2 
AT 


Ln APs; V 1, 


-. Lmightie God , hath fo ordc- 
-4'X red , and diſpoſed of things, 
in the faire-Oeconomy of his diuine 
prouidence ; touching the way and 
Life to be led and traced by mor- | 
tails-in this world ; that none may +: I 
be his owne Guide , nor yer rely | 
on his: proper knowledge ; /'or - 
trult to his prudence, And if this be 
{o-in. gencrall , how. .much 4r#0:e 
in 


165671 
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in the way of ſpirituall perfection, 


can one walke without arrue, fince- 


re , diſcreet , and prudent Gnide ina 
ſpiritual life. For alas how hard a 
thing ic were. for a man, as wel out 
of paſſion, as ſelf-loue, to know the. 
defefts of the mind , and to perſwade 
himſelf hee hath any-; and therefore 
the ainendement of them , in a man- 
ner becomes impoſſible. W hatne- 
cellity each one hath to bee a Tiſted 
;1n this point we may imagine : For 
tf the licke and infirme for the greac 
delare they haue to he cured, bee con- 
teat to ſubmict themſelues to the. 
biccer Pills and Receipts of the Philt- 
tian, and oftentymesto thelauncings 
and inciſions of the ſharpe knife for a 


preſent caſe, or at moſt for a momen- 


tary life , what ſhould we do in the. 
matter of Saluation , and eternal 


life. But ſeeke aReuerend , learned, 


and a pious Phifitian of our ſoule to 
deale with, when eſpecially eternal 
happynes , or euerlaſting miſery de- 
pends thereon, Not only tolay open 


the foarcs of our conſcicace ta himy 


. 
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tions, degotions, & inall other things 
wherein a man may caſely digreſle, & 
ſtep att lefromhe right path, aot only 
of ſanity aad perfection, bur even 
of necellary f(aluation it ſelf. Wereby 


we walking more ſecurely inthe way. 


of God, may be apter to receive the 
diuine graces, fince with this reſt 2na= 
tion and a& of Hamility', and this 


holy hatred of our {elnes, { beliJesthe_ 
Keeping and preſeruing the ſoule for 


O 


eternal life ) God 15 exceedingly pleaſed. 


therewith, and by meanes of {uch (pi. 
ricual Phiſfitians ; and faithful Inter- 
preters of his wil, the more cleerely he 


manifeſts to vs, what we ought to do, 


Such a Guide now had El:z4beth 
oreatneede of , to gouerne her amid 


- ſuch new deuotions anl1 fernours, eue- 


ry day fo taken vp by ner , leait char 


which was intended for her greater 


cood and aduancement in ſpirit, for 


want of ſuch a Guide or DireRtour, . 


might redound' co the greater dam- 


— - ..- »” —- Tau S  — ws 


. mage, oratleaſt degeacrate infpiritual | 


gluttony 
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in matter of (1anes, and remprations; _ 
but euen alſo of penances, mortifica- - 
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oluttony, And this is that , whichthe 
Prince ſeemed to intimate -to her, 
while he admonished her to moderate 
her feruours, When loe:much abour 
chat tyme , came thither a Pricſt as 
dropt from heauen ,. called Com Ad of 
Marpurge; amoſt worchy and famous 

perſonage, both in hisexemplar mans 
ner of, life , and eminent Learning ; 
being ſent by | his Holynes at that 
tyme , to preach the word of God, 
throughout the Prouinces of Germany. 
Who preuayled ſo much through the 
{ingular gitt hee had in preaching, 
and the Authority he Ro 1" by it; 
that he no leſlc repreſſed rebeltious 
minds with a ſtrickter hand held 
,ypon them, a grauity of aſpc&, and 
powerful preſence, then he attracted 
and comforted the obedient with his 
lenity and ſweete proceedings with 
euecry one, His life was fully anſwe- 
rable ro the doctrine hee- preached, 
and his works to the-words he:vtte= 
ted. His eloquence or gracc in ſpea- 
King was ſuch, as was not ealy to bee 
. 4udged which chegreater,; hislcarning 
4 Or 
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or feruour in the pulpit , which-the 
more; or wether he were more happy 


in private diſcourſes to winne &allure 
the hard vnto him; or more ſucceſle.. 
full in preuayling with them, through. 


force of the emineat rallents he had, 
eſpecially in guiding: and gouerning 


| ſoules, Hee wholely- contemned 
wealth and honours, riches, and di-. 


gnityes , and had an extraordinary 
zeale of chriſtian Religion; Hee was 


beſides a fatall Enemy and a-mayne. 


impugner of Heretiques; nor was he 
cacr noted , ambitioully to ſeeke for 
Eccleſiaſtical} lygings , or: the ſpiri- 
tuall goods of the Ckarch for: his 


 owne vle, or v{e of his Nephewes or 
Kindred , os fo much as to accept of - 
what was freely offered him in that or - 


any of thelike kind, His apparrel was 
fatable & agreeable with the decenter 
ſort of the Clergy in thoſe tymes, nor 
exceeded the comoner ſort of thegra= 
uer of them, His table frugal , the dif- 
cipline of his houſehold very Regular 
& good; in aword a-very abſolute && 


eompleat Ecclefiaſtique; &-wop __ 2 
| aue / 
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haue:fit in the hiygheit chayrs of Pon* 
tihcaldiznity ; which ſurely he had if 
his diſpotition or shuning Prelacyes, 
had not been too wel known to the 
world, 

To this worthy man, and eminent- 
Srarre of the Church, the noble ard 
yertuous Lewes , vpon knowledge of 
his ſorare worths, being now grow- 
ne into ſome familiatity with him, and 
hee againe very crateful to both the 
yong Princes, and the whole Court 
of Vhuringia, gaue leaue to beſtow at 
his pleaſure, and his owne diſcretion 
the whole gouernement and ſuperin- 
tendency of allthe Churches and Ad- 
uowſons of Benefices , which in his 
State were remayning in his hands, 
And whereas the Lady El;zabeth her 
Jelf with conſent of the Prince, re- 
quelted the venerable Father , with 
much inſtance, to receiue her into his 
charge ; he graunted it , ſo shee pro= 
miſed ſuch obedience to him, as might 
Nand with her Mariapge eſtate which 
Shee vowed deuoutly , and performed 
t£6actly indeed , not only for the few 
.Y cares 
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yeares the Prince lived with her, but 


Fr euen after his deceaſe likewiſe ; and. 
then much more readily, punctually, 


S, 
. . and abſolutely, then cuer. 

Now then , after this reuerend 
\+. | Pricit had taken her to his charge, to 


4 | guide and gouerne her in the way of 
cf ſpirit, and that shee had delivered vp. C.. 
|.erſelf wholy into his hands, ro be di- 
rected by him , the good Father per= 


d 

« | ccluing hergoo4, deſires, and noting 
.c || how proſperoully shee had ſucceeds 

rt || hitherto, through theeſpecial aſſiſtan=. 
o | ceoftthe Holy G5:{/, bezan to conceive 


very highly of his new charge ; ima-. 
otning with himfelf , much fruite 
might be wrought with ſuctr, a fub- 
ie, & therefore determined to vſeal 
diligence hes was able, to aduance to 
ſome degree of perfeRion,noting ſuch . 
ſingular and moſt eminent ſeeds of 
eraceto be ſownealready in the fertil_ 
 ſoyle of her prompt and ready ſoule. 
And 5 hee of the other {tde , hawinig 
thus madea ſurrender of herfelf, who- 
ly andentirely vato him, to be ruled 
and gouerned by him : diſpoſed her | 
ſelf, 
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felf tro be moſt puncuall in obſeruing 
his beheſts, and to regard him as an 
Angell fent from heauen, to guide 
her in the path way of-perfeCtion, 

How after many other practiſes 
of lefſe moment vied by. the good 
Father , in dealing with this ſoule, 
wherein hee found her {til to come 
with great facility in the exetciſe of 
all ordinary vertues ; he. began to 
proceed more {tricktly & imperiouſly 
with her, to put her to the touch: and 

_ triall of her true vertue and ſanctity 
in deede, When behold a conuenient 

_ eccalton thereof repreſearcd it ſelf to 
him, and this it was. 

The good Father-on atyme was to 
preach (as he was ordinarily.wont) cf 
heauenly things, when eſpecially hee 
comanded this Seruant of Chriſt, not 
to fayleto be preſent thereat ; & whe- 

_ ther it were that he knew. before the 
neceſſary occaſis she had , to be abſent 
or no, can no mantel; this only appea- 

res, that shee by accident fayling to be 
preſent ar that tyme , through -the 
vnexpected arriuall of her husbands 

Silter; in great diſpleaſure, as it were 


bee k 
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he ſeat hera ſharpe rebuke, and as to 
one diſobedient ſent her word , he 


would never command her any thing . 


more, who for ſo flight an occaſion 
had broken her promile of obedience 
to hin; and now shee migit vſe ter 
owne liberty againe , as shee would 
her felf; ſtgaifying withal, he could by 
no meanes take it welat herhands, to 
bee ſo flightly regarded by her. 

At w hich meſſage, you-may imagine 
hovs Elizaberh was ſtung to the quick, 


and grieued in her Soule, & thereupon 


went immediately in all haſt to-hee 
Maiſter, ( for ſo shee yſed co cal him, ) 
with her eyes caſt downe.to the groud 


for shame, as not daring to looke him 


in the face, 5he humbly craucd pardon 
of him.; from whom-when the angry 


Father, as in diſdayne turned his face 


a\ivay ;.the humble creature not reſ- 


pecting: her birth. and dignity , fel 


downe at his feete , and. would not 


riſe till at laſt , through her humilia-. . 


tion shee obtayned; pardon acknow- 


kdging her ercour therein , with all 
ſubmiſſis, but priuacly chid her mays 
in a ſweete complayning manner , 
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through whoſe occaſion (as shee made Þþ,;, 
| it appeare vntothem, ) shee had come þf\, þ 
mitted the offence. ful 
It is the property of the tendereſt |; 
conſciences , eſpecially in their firlt K&,, 
conuerſions , to bee apr to ſcruples, ſk 
which isameeretrick of the enemy of hc 
their good reſolutions, tomakethem [Dp;; 
either "wholy to break with them, or 
if chey wil cds procced therein, to 
take away the ſweetnes they should 
otherwiſe find in the (eruice of Gad, & 
the way of perfetion, This then was 
ir,which troubled (Four new Naouice, 
& Diſciple-here in the ſchoole of Co:i- | 
rad, who being warned by him,nat to 
eate of meates purchaſed etther by-vio» Ii, 
lence or any kind of oppreſſion ; and ro 
ſting at table ( contrary to the cult9- If, 
me of ſuch Royal perſonages)the very i; 
next tothe Prince himſelf,chrough the 
extraordioary loue that was betweene I, 
the, sheeincurred many greeuous (cru- |, 
ples, fearing to touch now this, now ſh; 
that kind of meate, where to- abſtay ne 
from al, as shee was not bound, Gi Th 
that ſame place shee could not doit, 
Iwo 


I UC 
OV 


al 


Two of her Mayds were ioyned 
e wich her in this kind llinetcs for 
- ly hoſe quier, beſides her owne , chee 
fully prouided for, and therefore pro- 
t. Ecurcd their dyet to bec prepared a part 
t ogcather with hers; & to be allowed 
5 em out of her kitchin, Wherein shee 
ft Whad likewiſe good experience of the 
1 EPrincely diſpoſition of her husband in 
Buch things, & of his ſingular fauours 
0 Kowards her, in theſe and the like oc- 
ld fcafons. For ifany thing had been ſer- 
4 
S 


ed into the table that might breed any 


cruple in her; he would certify her of 
» Mt. cither with ww ike or nod or ſome * 


ther ſigne, And of his owne accord 


bſtinence,had he not been hindred & 
rofſed therin; by the mifinterpretatis 
tome of his Nobility , who aſcribed 
ne ſame no whitro Religion, or any 
cuotion in her, but to meere ſuperſti- 
on & folly; proteſting he would ere 
| ON g,cmvrace it himſcif;exhorting her 
naydes to 20 on with their put poſe : 
Kehimſoh li kewiſe would shortly 
x one of their :number, And as for 


Elizabeth 


1 
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culdhauve obliged himſelf rothe fame 
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Elizabeth her ſelf, shee would often en- 
quire, inthe Viſitts of the Offices of 
the houſhold,, what prouiſions were 
made of meate & drinke ;»& whether 
inſtly orvniulily they were purueydor 
no; & when $hee was fatisfyed, al was 
wel, with great icy she certified & ſecu- 
red her Mayds thereof, ſaying, To day, 
God be thaked, we shal fare very wel, 
Inthe principal Feaſts, indeed, $hee 
was likely put to her shiftes, in the al- 
{embly of many of the States & Peeres 
of the Realme , how to dillemible herfff c 
2bſtinence, not only from meates for-|ſſ a 
bidden by obedicce, but euen like iſe 
fiomſuch as werelawtful, and fit to be 
eaten, when they werecither coſtly or 
dcinty,orany Wayes Curious & not or- 
dinary. For then, to-difſemble her ab- 
ſtinence from al ſuch diſhes, according} pl 
to her pious & deuout reſoluti6s-madeſſ} an 
for the Loue of God; she would eitha 
diſcourſe with the guefle, orelstalke 
with the Prince at table , or bee car 
uirg the daintyeſt morſels to others 
ordrinketo friends , according to thc 
manner of that countrey, or els ſen 
forth her Maydsvpon fleeueles errand: 


very often, and would yv{ca thouſand 
other inuentions to decetue her appe= 
tite, & the eyes of the Gueſle & weigh- 
ters; ſo ingenious is a mortified creatu- 


re, dilpoſed to deny, &- barre it (clf ofa 


that is dainty or delicate : ſo as while 
others had been glutted with the choy- 
ccſt meates, ſhe yery often would ariſe 
a hungry, & goto her chamber, where 
She fed very ſauourly on bread& hony 
& ſometymes be contented with a bare 
cruſt, & that very often of Rye bread, 
anda cup of the (maieſt wine, When- 


ſoeuer shee dined or ſupped by herſelf 


and not with the Prince her huſband, 
ſhee would fare very courſely & poo=- 
rely, togeather with her ſaid Mayds, 
who she had as copanions of her diſci- 
pline, & order of abſtinece fotaken vp 
amogſt the, Andnottocharge the Lat 


grave her tuſband with extraordinary 


ex5ences in this kind of ſpecial dyet, 
betweene themſelues, shee cauſed the 
ſame ro bealowed her,out of her owne 
reats, though her huſband allwayes 
offcred them ſome, daintyes or others 

| TQ 
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to mend their commons, 'which they 
would neuer accept, If shce knew of 
aby,who had wrongfully loſt any part 
cf his goods, shee preſently cauſed ( if 
it lay in her power ) the whole lolle to 
be reſtored him againe, ſoas the patty 
ſeemed to haue only but exchanged his 


goods, and not loſt them at all, 


REAV:QN TRE REED: RERTAY 


HOVY ELIZ ABET H CONTEM- 
nes all brauery and Yaniie of Apparell, 


perſwading oiher Ladyes to do the ſame, 


CHAT: '* Ek. 


| T Hough the glorious and beytiful q 

Heſter, for God and her countrycs ” 
ſeruice, put berſelfinto ſumptuous & |} ,; 
gorgeous attires , yet shee did it with IN 1, 


oriefe & repugnancy in herſelf, prote- 
ſting in thepreſence of Almightie God 
that from her hart shee deteſted the 

diadem shee ware. The like El:3abeth 
vicd todo, when sheedrefled her (cif 
more richly and curiouſly then ordi- 
nary as shee was forced ſomtymes, to 
give ſatisfaction to the world , and 
ro 
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to couerthe humilicy of her hart, for 

now began the eyes of men to bee: 

calt ypon her as a yong Saint, Til ar 
laſt, on acertaine folemne, fealt being 
"| richly attred with princely Robes, 
) | 2nd wearing a crowne of gold on her 

head , attended with a ſtately traing of - 
her houſhold , and ſome other of the 
Nobility,entering into the Church, to 


” Þ| hearethe diuine Office , & elpying the 
, crolle with the ' mage of our Sauiour 


> | hanging thetcon , on the Rood-lofr, .. 
being ſuddely moued rocompunction. _ 
thereat, fel a weeping, and weeping 
|| entred into theſe cogiratious, Alas, 
uf hold how my Creator 8& Redee- 
5 nier, bans naked on thecrofle , dying 
thereon a molt ſhameful and ovppro- 
brious death for my ſake, uy hile I a vile 
and wretched ſynner, attired with {11k 
and purple, and adorned wirh lewells,. 
live vainely , rather then lead a life 
worthy a Chriſtian , much leſfle of a 
Seruant of God , eſpecially deyored 
and conſecrated in defire at leaſt to a * 
ſtate of greater perfeQtion, Acrowne of * 
thornes , pricked his head in Pilates * 
2 "» _ 
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” how(ſc, and looke how he weares ic 

» while lam dreſſed with a Coronet of 

» gold, he myGod, for mee is as forſaken 
> abandoned of his friends & diſciples, 
> and ignomintoully entreaded by the 
» Iewes with whips and ſcourges, looke 
» how the blood runaes crickling from 
» him , while I hecre am guarded and 
» attended on, with a goodly family of 
» ſeruants about mee, wayting my plea- 
» ſure, euery one ſtriving to magnify 
» and honour mee in what they may : Is 
» this the feruour of the Loue I beare 
» him 2? Is chis the gratitude I repay him 
» With? Is this the requital of the loue he 
» hath borne mee? Alas poore wretch |} - 
-» as Il am! O wo to mee vnfortunate | 
»» wretch ! And do Ithusobey his pre-ſ ; 
+» Cepts : thus cal co mind his benefirrs | ; 
,> teceiued : thus follow his ſteps ; who} ;x 
| ,, created mee, whenIwes not, and of fl j; 
 z nothing, made mee luchas Iam, andfſ| x; 
., When I was loſt redeemed mee with ( 
his precious bloud 2 O wretch ! * 
Theſe meditations and internal 
colloquyes with the preſent Crucifix, 
fla: ychement with her , that shec 
| =. 
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was abſorpt as it were, and without 
ſenſe , when ſuddenly her ſtrength 
fayling her , and her face now pale 
and wan , 8hee fel to the ground, as 
without lite, wherecat al che company 
of Lordsand Ladyes about her being 
terribly affrighted andamazed, rtooke 


her vp from che ground, and caſt holy 


water on her: When their aſtonishmEt 
was paſſed ouer, shee returned to her 
ſelf againe, And euer after ; remayned 
with ſuch a horrour and deteſftation 


a2ainſt al yanity , that as if shee had 


beenadmonished by ſome diuinc Ora- 
cle, hee abſtayned fromal ſumptuous 
apparel , as much as her ſtate and 
dignitie would permit , fo as many 


tymes shee ware vnder her fi]ks ve- 


ry sharpe and cruel cilices, And if art 
any tyme, through the length of any 
tourney, which her husband was to 


take,shee could not accompagny him, 


ſtaying at home; shee layed aſide al 
collly attires, being contented to haue 
the courſer habits without tincture, 
but meerely of their owne nartiue 


colours , not differing a whit from * 
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the common weare, of the ordinary 
people of that countrey. When being 
ſo alone , through vſe of Prayer and 
frequent meditation, through multi- 
plying diſciplines, thrvugh prolon- 
ging her vigils, and nightly watches, 
{hce ſo ſubduedthe fleſh to the ſpirit, 
and mortificed the alluring & enticing 
delights of the fles}:, that might have 
rempted her , amidit occaſions in the 
_ court,chee being ſo yong and delicate 
of complexion, as shee ſeemed to be 
rather aclauſtrial Widow, or recluſe 
Auchorite, shut vp in walls , then a 
Lady of the court, or cfpecially the 
Princeſle thereof, This shee did in the 
abſence of her Lord only : bur at his 
returne ; shee put on againe more 
fitting cloathes, to giue content to her. 
huſband , and the reſt of the court; 
which shee for vertues ſake, and affe& 
of pouerty ; for ſo long ty me had layd 
aſide; declaring tiereby, what became 
a yertuous and chaſt wife to do,as wel 
inthe abſence of her huſband abroad, 
as in his preſence at home. 
thee allo , endeauoured both by 
| word 
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word and example, to draw ſome No- 


| ble Ladyes of the court, with whom 
 ſheewas familiarly conuerſant , from 


their exceſſes in tich apparel : telling 
them with cfftual diſcourſes, many 
excellent points andreaſons againſt ir; 
eſpecially for Chriſtians, profeſling to 


be the mEbers of Chrif; declaring how 


voficting.it was, hebeingourhead, & 
crowned with thornes , that our be- 
dyes ſhould be fo ſoftly entreaded, 


acknowledging 6ur fejues ro bee his 


members. She would bring in the ex- 


ample of Rachael, asa patterue of wc= Cn 24, 
manly modeſty & ſobriety ; how shee 
couered her face with her mantle in the _ 
iight of her Spouſe : that they ar leaſt 
Should nct expoſe their beauty to the 
view of Strangers , by adorning and 
ſerting itforth;, & making oſtentation 
thercof , by borrowed an( counterfeyt 
Shadowes' or luſters of rich array, 
vhen they arerather to hide cuen thar 
which nature warrants them to auow: 
vnleſſewith Dina, deſiring to ſee, and 
to be ſcene, they come to meete with 
occa(ions as she did, to looſe the iewel 
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Tim. 


of their virginal integrity. 
Shee remembred them withal, 
what S, Hjierome ſaid , as Shee heard 


once ina Sermon which her Maiſter 
- preached, diſcourling of the pemitent 


ſtate and plight , wherein Magdelen 
was proſtrate at the feete of Chriſt, 
washing them with her teares, and 


drying them againe with the hayre of 


her head. Thar che was ſo much the 


fayrer as leſſe deckt. How Heſter and 
Indith, going to pray, cloathed them» 
ſelues in ſackcloth, anddolfully prin 
ckled ashes or their heads, in witnes of 
the ſtate of human condition , & their 
ownedult and ashes. How Sain& Paal 
willeth women to performe at leaſt 
theirdeuotions in the church,in attires 


that teſtify shamefaſtnes and modeſty, 


not with frizled hayre , or with gold 
orpearles, or pretious garments, She 
added withal, how this gold, was to be | 
lettinthe bowels of thecarth, yts pro- 
per place,and pearles in their shelle, in 
the bottome of the ſeas : and how this 
ſumptuous apparel belongs to Pagans 
& Infidells, who make an Idol of their 


dody , anddrefſe it vp to adore it after= 
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wards becauſe indeed they know nor 


Chriſt, nor aſpire to the ſeruice ofthe 


true God, who isto be honored with 
fimplicity and integrity of the body & 
mynd, & not with plumes fo borrowed 
of the birds of the ayre, drofle of the 
earth, or fiches of the Sea, concluding 
her ſpeach ar laſt with that terrible 
menace of the Prophet Eſay againſt the 
Daughters of Syen : which her Maiſter 
had often thundcred in her eares. . 


Ifaye 3. 


With theſe, and ſuclr like rea- 


ſons , the wife and diſcreet Dutcheſſe 


ſoftned the harts of ſome of the La- 


dyes, and made them to reient and 


remit ſomwhat of the'cxceſle they 


vſed in brane attyres , now leauing 
oft one thing, and then an other, that 
they might not ſudenly ſeeme to make 
ſuch a change al at once , and might 
the leſle be perceiued; ſo that erelong, 
an admirable change was made in that 
court, from gorgeous dreſſings, to a 
decenter- manner of habit , partly 
through the example it (elf of their La- 


dy , and cf the ſainely life shee 


led, and partly alſo for thoſe reaſons 
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; alleadged by htr;againſtſuch-exceſles, 

', Ttcaanot berold , what comfort the 

" Princeſſeterſelf tooke art this holtome 
change whichshieepreſently aduerted 

' and therefore taking more courage, to 
aſcend to higher points of perfection 
with ſuch as were capable therecf,chee 
tooke'a faire occafion and opportunity 
with'the yonger and tendereſt of them, 

to fal in commendation of the Single 
life, buteſpecially aduancing beyond 
meaſure, tie Virginal ſtate, To which 
purpolſeshee brake forth in thismaner, 

You may thinke waydens, that what I 

" ſhal ſay, perhapps,may not welproceed 

© frommy mouth: who in fat hauc em- 

" bracedanother ſtate,then what T com- 
med ynto you, But this, 00d ſiſters, muſt 

| 4 I tcl you, by the way,it is no precept at 
* al, but meere]v a counſaile. And al are 
* not worthy and capable thereof, then 
"* let thEtakethe ſame, that can take it; 
* among who, 700d ſiſters, T haue allwayes 
* reckoned my ſelf the vnworthyeſt, 
" Andtherefore , I would nor have you 
” towondera whit, or hold my words in 
leſle regard, if I feeme tocomend one 

bo So ting, 
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thing, andchooſe and embrace the c6- 
trary my ſelf, The thingthen, I aduiſe 
you, is to aperpetual Y:rginity of mynd 
and body.For this is the nobleſt degree 
of al Chaſtity : conſiſting formally ina 
perpetual purpoſe, toabſtayne fromal 
carnal delectation, being a ſpecial ver-= 
rue , and the principal poinc thereof; 
whereto is promiſed the fruite of a 
hundred fold, & is reſerued for ſuch as 
keepe it entire!y, Itis the flowre of the 


| Eccleliaſtical Stemm , the Beauty and 


{pledour ofthe ſpiritual grace,the moſt 
11Juſtrious portton ofthe Redemption 
of LESVS. This Vrgimity, is moſt amia- 
ble init ſelf: ſweet as the ſauour of the 
odoriferous Balme, wherewith as the 


bodyes embalmed, are preſeruedfromr 


rhe teint of any corruption,ſo by it, are 
no lefle preſerued both the ſpirit and 
body, & the vertnes & humane ations 
conſerued ,, moſt pure in the {(:ghr of 
God, who reſtraynes & contaynes the 
ſences & appetites,int a fingular cadour 
and beauty ful luſtre, repreſenting; the 


Rare of the iramortal glory.. Chaſtity, 


& ſpecially entire Yirginity,is it, which 
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” takes yts origen from the' kingdomes 
> ofthe heauens which makes you May- 
> dens of carth, as wholy celeſtial & an- 
? gelical. For what is more beautyfal, 
” trow you , or more reſplendant then 
Chaſtity and true Virginity, which trans- 
» formesa Virgin, toan Angel. A chaſt 
» Virgin indeed being a terreſtrial An- 
> gel, & an Angel beingnone other then 
> aceleſtial virgin,different truly one f16 
> the other , butin happines and felicity 
>» only,in nature and not in yertue, For,if 
- the Chaſtity of the Angel be more happy . 
> initſelf, yet that ofthe Virgin in earth 
> isconfelled to be {tronger, in cobating 
» continually againſt the inteſtine and 
» forreine allaults of the flesh. Andisfo 
- faire and goodly a vertue indeed , that 
> as material whitnes or the colour of 
» white in ytſelf, isthe chiefe among al 
-» colours, and the very foundation of al 
» the reſt : Sois Coaſtity, the ſpring and 
-» foundatio of al good works.And laſtly 
» Chaſtiy, is agtorious yertue, themy- 
- racle of grace, the ſingular fruit of the 
» Paſlis of leſus, of the nature of Angels, 
- the ſacred Sanctuary of the hoty ths 4 
ene 
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the Bed and Conch , of morethen Sq- * 
lomon , ſtrewed al with flowers. Lone ” 
then,3 /irgins,this ſo noble avertueof * 
Virginity, priſe this pretious gemme and * . 
jewel of Chaſlity,cherish the ſame farre ® 
morethenthe apple of your eyes, yea * 
morelifeyt ſelf , the moſt incltimable 
of ſublunary things. x 
Thus ſpake the Princefſe El:zabeth, 
to the Mayds of honour about ter, 
and they as ſeriouſly gaue attenuionto 
ber. It can not be told , how their 
harts were now enflamed with the 
Loue of Chaftiry, & perpetual Virginity; 
inſomuch as divers of them were mo= 


 uedthereby,to embrace that counſaile, 


and through tke helpe and afſiRtance of 
their Lady were admitted into cleyſters 
to become Religious, Which fauour 
and benefit next co God and the im- 


| maculate Queene of /irgins, they ackno= 


wliedged from her. Thus shee ſpent 
her tyme in Court,& thus happily ſuc- 
cceded her faire endeauours. Withthis 
ardent affe& of Chaſiiry, shee had the 
affect of fecundity alſo , avd with 


the merit of 2 yotiue and no vowed 
7 Cheftity 
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_ Ehaſtity,shee tad thebleſſingof mate< 
rial fruictfulnes.. There never was a- 


_ creature caryed her ſelf more euen 


betweene her heauenly and earthly 
Spoule then Elizabeth did, shee -efidred 
ſo her debts,as shee defrauded neither, 
& therefore was bleſſed from heauen., 
with three children by. the Prince her 
husband Lewys, the  Sinput of Thu- 
7igei, Firſt with a:Sonne named Her- 
Man, who lucceeded kis father in the 
Dlikedome: and then two Daughters, 
one w Lan ore: oiuen in Mariage, to 
the Duke of Brabant then lyuing;& the 
other admitted into a Monaſtery of 


R eligious w. omen, w here in ryme shee 
ivaschoſen to be hs Lady Abbeſle of 
thehowfe, and where 5 gouerned 


the family noſt religiouſly, not volike 


to the Daxebrer of { ach aMother. 


Her manner was , after shee was 


broushtto bed, and delinered, and the 
rights ofchurching ended, to rake her 
little Babe,and carryitin her-armes '& 
eoing barefoore, & clad withan hum- 


ble garment of horte.nde cloth, with 


#ſlender retinew about: her , deſcend 


downe 


»# 


downe arocky &ſteepy hil,&tt ere en- 
rer-into the church, WhereMalle beiig 


ended, shee would offer the ſame. vpon 


theAultar,witha waxentaper burning 
in her hand, and thea as shee-returned 
home againe, glue her gowne &-veyle 
ro the next poaore Woman. shee met. - 
QRERUARRY QUO RUACRYCQDAVER 
WHAT CHARITY ELIZA- 
' beth (Lewed to ber Netg hbenr : & how 
Sher gaue the Cloathes-from ber baik to 
the pore, ee 
CitAP;. VIE +7 
O- doubt , but the good father 
.V Conrad , had giuen to the Lady 
Elizabeth, many fingular documents ot- 
the theoricke of al vertues, and thatby 


_ rhe vie of Prayer and meditation shee: 


had got many: rave. principles of: {pe-- 
culatiue knowledge; of the diuineat-- 


tributes, and the infinite perfeFions-gf 


God, and many praftical Rules beſi- 
des of. true and ſolid vertnes. Yet as: 
reaſons and conſiderations ſuffice ngt 
to take away feare which'is natural to: 
man , but iris needfal/alfo- to: apply 


ſome outward: remedyes ::as'to bid 
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them to approach neerer tothe thing 
they apprehend to be a Phantaſme, 
and ro touch it with the finger, cotry 
and ſee by experience, that there is no 
cauſe of feare,and al to be nothing els 
but meerely imagination and their 
owne apprehenſions, So likewiſe to 
looſe the opinion and eſtimation we 
haue of the world and of al worldly 
honour and vaine pompe,and to make 
ys to ſct litle by them, neither reaſons 

nor yet conſiderations ſuffice 3 bur 

# the acts of humility , which are the 

moſt principal & efficacious meanes, 

wecan vie cf our part te obtayne the 
fame; the thing which this good lady 
aymed at , in al the whole courſe 
of herlite, For, as ſciences and Arts 
are purchaſed with exerciſe, ſo like- 
wile the morral vertues are not truly 
gayned, but by frequent external aCts 
in the ſame vertues, As for oneto ke 

agood Mulitian, good Artizan , or a 

good R hetorician, or Philoſopher, he 

had need to. exerciſe himſelf welto at= 

tayne perfeQion therein. 
Now El;zaberh, having intruth for 
Eo an 
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her principal ſcope to Lowe God aboue 
al things, and the Neighbour as her 
ſelf ; conceining very wel how: the 
ſame, conſiſted not ſo much in docu- 
ments alone, or meere ſpeculations, 
as in putting the ſame into outward 
practiſes, and to effeR:; and that yer- 
rues are not kindly indeed, but with 
habits ; and habits not purchaſed ( as 
I ſayd ) without frequent acts of the 
ſame yertues. Though her mind were 
wel inclined to pious works , and 
works ef mercy to the poore, and 
ſuch as were impotent and diſeaſed 
any wayes, yet shee ſatisfied not her 
ſelf with that pious effet only towards 
them, as Saking it not ſufficient not 
to oppreſſe any, and to paſle by., and 


ſay, God help you , to ſuch as shee 


knew to bein any diſtrefle, or which 
Is more ,. not contented to perſwade 
others, orto inuite them to be pittiful 


and helpful tothe poore and neceth}- 


tous. , but relejiued them her 'felf 
with her owne bands : So as, that 


-- my 


ſaying of ob: very aptly: agreed ,,j 
a Fi with -- 
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- with her. From myne Infancy , pitty-and 
compaſſion bath been bred in mee :' and 
from the womb of my Mother , it grew vp 
with mee. And to the end, this vertue 
of Compaſiion , might not” be fruitles 
and barren in her, a PO Libera- 
which te 
Princes free kifpoſition: concurring, 


- made her works to the Neighbour 
' vrey admirable, as ſhalappeare in the 


enſuing narration throughout, Of 


which Kind ; for the. preſent wee wil 


intimate: evo only. examples of elpe- 


_cial regard. S 1 


It chanced then, that this pirtifu 
and merciful Women , Came to the 
knowledge of a poore and miſerable 


—- 


ecrtaineloathſome iſeale of lice in his 
head, which is called Phebiriafic,in ſuch 
aboundance indeed , togeather with 
the head-ach, as it was noſmal tor- 


ment and 0” ton tohim; and) with 


'al the mieanes' he made; he:could ne- 


uer berid of them;.when.lo che bleſ- 


- . 1 fed: Eb;abeth;, defixous to arefſe hun 
her (elf, to cure the ſame, though 


wretch: exceedingly affected with a» 


shee might have commended themat- 
ter to ſome-other: yet by no meanes 
would 'shee giue conſent ;to-haucany 
"Riuallor companion with her in that 
a&, being ſo faire an occaſion offered, 

as hive thought. to ouercome her ſelf 
fortheloue of [ ESVS, And therefore 
tor the more prinacy thereof, andnot 
to be depriued of ſo great @ merit; 
vnknowne to any, ſo muchasto her 
moſt intimate'ſeruant ſſenrrade , hee 
found the way to coucighthe Wrerch 
alide inal ſecrecy into her priuate Or- 


chard, wherein many high trees were 


orowing ; for within doores it was 


not poſſible to be done wichourt ſome. 


notice taken : atleaſt that shee mighe 
not be hindered in her pious endea» 


uour, Where notwithſtanding the 


auerlion and loathing , shee might 
eaſely haue had thereat; Shee kembed 
his head, and cut his hayre, al clotted 
with filth, and till then yn kembed for 
many dayes, and killed the lice, and 
willed him confidently to lay it in her 
lap, which he didFora pretty ſpace; til 


hots wel ſcoured and washedthe 


{une.. 
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fame. When her mayds, coming in 


| bychance, and fynding their lady'em- 


| ployed in fo abict a worke, and fo 
vnſcemely for her: admiring it, as not 
belciuing art firſt it ſhould be ghee, 
roundly rebuked her for it, that shee 
being a lady of ſuch degree and royal 
deſcent, would defile her fingars w ith 
ſo loathſome adiſcaſc , in pouling and 
waſhing the head of fo miſerable a 
creature; exagyerating withal the at» 
gSuments that might bee , how il it be- 
came her todo, it, which they for their 
parts would not do, for any thing 
in the world : Inferring beſides, that 
doubtles her Lord , the Lantgraue 
would be much offended, if he chan- 
ced to come to the knowledge the- 
xcof. 

When bchoſd,the good Lady ſomw- 
hat blanck therear,to be taken ſo ſud- 
denly in the manner, beyond expeRa- 
tion, not ſo much for the shame shee 
had of the ſeruile work, as for that the 
ſecrecy thereof was broken , which 
$hee intended; and offered to the fight 
of God, and not to the eyes of Mor- 

talls, 


talls, or human cenſures ; but ſmiling, 


hee handſomely ſeemed to put offthe 


diſcourſe ro ſome other matter, ypon 
a 200d occalon offered:as not willing 


to juſtify the ſame roo much for feare 
of vaine glory , or to heare them in- 


yeigh ſo bitterly , againſt a thing 
which shee held as pious, at leaſt not 
worthy of ſo bitter reprehenfions, 
thouzh otherwiſe glad and wel fatif- 
hed ro haue done that and agreatdeale 
more, for whoſe ſake shee did it: ma- 


king accompr,that whatshee did,was' 


mecrely done forthe loue of God,and 
not for human reſpeRs, and therefore 
Shee ought not to regard it, And 
that to Loue God, it was neceſſa- 
ry further, to = away al reſpe&s of 
any creature {ocuer, and to purge 1t 
from all terrene and carnalends, and 


to loue and regard none , but God, | 


who is higbly indeede,and aboucal to 
be regarded ; and if shee clianced to 
loue or eſtceme ouche els, it should 
bee for God;inſomuch indeede as shee 
loued not God for her ſelf, nor her ſelf, 


for her ſeit; nor her neighbour for 
himſelf, 


OF $. ELIZABETH. 1.1. 91 Ch, 9; 


avs tt 


| 


{ 
: 
| 


7 


" G2. 


oz THE HISTORY 
himſelf, but rather God for God, and 


her elffor God, and her Neighbours 


for the ſame God ; lince the loue of 


| God can not brooke the company of 


any other loue or reſpe&,then of God. 
This ſurely, was a worthy example of 


| +9149 ap to her Neighbour, 


eing ſo meerely done for the diuine 
Loue, 2 On, 

For ſhee wel confidered with her 
Telf, what shee was of herſelf; in her 
firſt beginning. As for the Body . shee 
conſidered the ſame to be a vile and 
baſe thing , like other creatures: alit- 
tle blood; anda piece offleth,skynned 
ouer with a parchment', as it were, 


\ Tomewhat finer then ordinary ; yea 


leflethen it cuen earth and clay. And 
for the Soule, how it was meerely as 
nothing : ſince God created it in her 
Mothers womb , cf nothing. For the 
preſent, shee likewiſe conſidered how 
miſerable shce was in the ſame body, 
how ful of defects, of miſeryes, and 
1nfirmityes cuery way : for the Soule, 
how poore shee was of ynderſtanding 
and iudgment, how little shee knew, 

or 


couched her moſt was a true and liue- 


ly conſideration cf what shee was iike 


to come vnto, in reſpect of the Budy., 
How s$hee was to be afflicted with 
{ome grecuous malady or othe! , that 
Should vsher herto death, and dearly 
deliuer her ouer to the tomb, where 


Shee Should make a feaſt or banquet 


for the wormes, and lalty be reduced 


into a litle earth , and brought into. | 


perpetual obliuion. And therefore, 
why should shee euecr be proud awhut, 
ot regard what her mayds ſayd ro her 


in that kind? For, thou carth &. ashes Eccl. 
{ would shee ſay vato her ſelf) wha: Io. 9, 
Shouls'd thew bee proud of £, To day a « 
woman , to morrow perhaps, a lump <« 

of earth? And if1should value my ſelf, * 

( as they ſay ) for my gentry , linage, « 
and nobility, whence 1-deſcend, from << 
royal and. honorable Parents : Alas, « 
how-poore athing it is; while truly It « 
affords mee. nothing ..nor putts any ce 
thing into mee, being only a meere « 
cltimation of men , and nothing 1n 


ſyb- 
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or could reach into, how ful of igno- _ 
rance and errours, But that , which. 


' 
\ 


14FrS 1 


Cha. S. 94 THE HISTORY 


wv 


ſubſtance. Since, there is no differen. 
ce a whit, that I can find among vs 
al, eyther in the entry into the world, 
or the going forth , be wee rich or 
poore, noble or ignoble, 

This iudgment now , andeſteeme, 
which shee framed of her ſelf, concer- 
ning her owne nature , and: perſen, 
being more her owne and intrinſecal 
co her , then the goods of fortune, 
which but only accompanied her 
withour, andattend more cxtrinſecal- 
ly on her; it cannot beimayined how 
great was the contempt'shee had in 
her.hart, againſt al theſe temporal :t» 
ches , which the world prize's and 
yalu'es ſo much, From vhence procee- 
ded the ſecond example I promiſed 
aboue, which was this, 

On a certaine Feſtiual day , the 
yong Prince was diſpoſed to invite 
the Pecres and Nobles of his land, 
to a folemne dinner , which bein 
now in order , and the Guelſ 
come , and nothing wanting that 


could be deſired in ſo. honorable 


al 
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= || an aſſembly , but the preſence of che 
'S | Princeſſe El:zaberb her (elf , who by 
J, | chance was then miſling , being al 
IC | ready to lit downeattable, and hee 
Þ not there, the louing Prince would 
* | not fit downe til shee came; and thee 
'- Nrefore he ſent the viher in al haſt 
l, for her, who wentand met her come 
al ming thither, and told her, howthe 
© | Prince herhusband, and al the ſtran-. 
If gers attended her coming , nor would 
[- F fit downetil ſhee were preſent, Whe- 
W || reupon $hee haſtned ſo much the 
nf more, and was now going vp the 
!* I ſtaires vnto the dyning roome , and 
d | as Shee went , -shee heard a lamen- 
© Ftable voyce of a poore man, with 
dF oreat tmportunity benidun an almes, 
Shee being now on the midſt of the 

1e fl ſtayres , and hee on the bottome 
ref thereof ; being moued with the 
d, N cryes he made, shee willed him to ſtay 


j a while , and promiſed out of hand [7 

el toſend him ſomething , ſince for the 

a preſcat shee had nothing about her, 

le Bur this would by no meanes ſatisfy 1 

an} him, fearing be like, he might be for- ' 
_Yorten: | 
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gotten and thereforecryed out. more 
earneſtly then before, ſaying : Good 
Madam may it pleaſc your Highnes, 
not todiſnulle or diſpatch me fo, Your 
highnes was not wort to put off your 
clyents iu this {ort: and if your Excel- 
lence fli ht vs'thus, who wil regard 
vs? Something I beſecch your Highnes 
to beſtow ,vpon mee, ere you palſlle 
any further - and shut not vp the bo- 
wells of mercy againſt ſo miſerable a 
wretch, and thisIbegg far rhe Loue 
of [ESVS whom youſerue, Elizabeth, 


- hearing theſweerename of LES/S, 1n 


his mouth, made ſuddenly a ſtop : and 
pauſing with her ſelf a litle, conſide- 
red what shee should do. Money shee 
had none, and to diſmifle any empty 
away , demaunding in the name cf 
IESVS ſtood not with hergentleand 
amourous hart to the ſame IES/YS 


her heavenly Spouſe, The wretch. 


was naked , and shee gorgiouſlly 
and richly apparelled , as became 
terſtate and dignity , eſpecially on 2 
feſtiual day. Wherfore,shee tooke off 


her mantle, of exceeding great value, 
and 
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and without more adoe, let it fal from 


the ſtayre, calt into his armes; which 


he tooke and went his waves out of 


the Caſtle moſt happy and- glad of 


the charitable ſpoyle. And herewith, 
the went ypp to the dyning roome 
in al-haſt;, fearing ſhe had ſtayd too 


long ; when:the Vsher , who bad 
beheld al , before she arrived into 


the Princes preſence , had declared 
the whole paſſage already , to that 
honorable aflembly , not without 
ſome slew.of diſguſt and complaint 
for it, Which the Prince vnderſtan- 
ding , ſmiled thereat ; and siie en» 
tering in , he aroſe vp from his ſea- 
te, to meete her as she came, ſaying 
moſt ſweetely to her , according to 
his manner, Good Siſter , why {taid 
you ſolong; to whom she an(wered. 
Truly good Br-they , I made whar 


What I could, The Prince ſayd then: 


Where haſt thou left thy mantle then? 
when she pointing with her fingar, 
replyed : Looke where yr hangs on 
tnetacke there. And ſo it was, he 
looked and yiewed it wel, examining 


E and 
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and turning it vp and downe, percei- 
ued it to be the very ſame. And was 
exceedingly aſtonished thereat , nor 
knowing whattothinke of it : andal 
were put into a ſtrange amazement; 
eucry one judging and conieQuring 
thereof , as they were affected, ſome 
one thing and ſome an other : only 
the Prince being priuy to the ver- 
tues, and ſanctity of his Spouſe, ma- 
dethe beſt conſtruction of it, making 
very noble reflections thereon , not 
knowing whether ro magnify more, 
- either the operatiue faith or religious 
Gmplicicy of his deare Conſort , bur 
ſo as he aſcribed the honour of 
the whole matter vnto the Good- 
nes of God , as a moſt yndoubted 
miracle. 
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CE Þ AINE ADMIRABLE 
effets of Elizabeths affe(tion to 
voluntary Ponerty : and the 
works she wrought in 

that kind, 


Cunar IK 


T 1s incredible almoſt to be be- 

leeued, whata holy celeſtial Lone, 
and pouerty of Spirit this vertuous 
Lady had, to an entire renunciation 
of al wordly riches and pomps what 


{oeuer : I call it holy; : becauſe without 
carthly or terrene mixture; & celeſtial, 


_ becauſe it tranſported her heart diſen- 
tangled from the goods of chis life, to . 


the fruition of the eternal infinite x == 
ueraigne, iminoueable Goodnes, and 
therefore heauenly : I cal it poverty 
of ſpirir , ARE Ha diſpoyled her 
re of a things in affect at leaſt; 
which notwichltanding I rerme an, 
entire renunciation of al wordly 
r:ches , becauſe whenſoeuer her at- 
E 2 © feenan 
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fedtion leemed to harken to any ſuch 
thing , she interiourly renounced it 
by intenſe acts of the wil , diſclay- 
ming from it, being wholy enamou- 
red of the cheite and only good, 
Tais loue of hers, to voluntary po- 
uerty , may wel be reſembled to the 
Turky ſtone, being al azure and of a 
celeſtial coulour ; or rather the ſtone 
called Lafial trom whence the Painters 
( hauing beaten it into powder ) do 
fetch the' goodly blew or azure they 
vie, being a ſtone entermixed and 
dinerfified ſometymes with ſome little 
tpecks of gold , which gliſter within 
it; becauſe indeed this Leue admits 
no terreſtrial thing , but admirably 
adornes and beaurifics the Soule , ts 
alwayes mixed with ſpecks of gold, 
to wirt,of wiledome and diuine con= 
remplations of the ſupreame goodnes 
and diuine prouidence, whereto she 
wholy remitted her felt ; and whe- 
reon the only relyed , which made 
her ſo pretious in the cyes of God, as 
we may diſcouer in the whole nar- 


ration. And this in her was a perfect 
alienation 
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alienation and auerfion' of (piritfrom + 


al theſe temporal goods , which God 
had pur into her hands 1n that ſtate 
and condition she wasin , forthe vſe 
of her life, and to pertorme many acts 
of chariry to the poore and neceſi- 
teous, For God , would needs have 


ber bart, wholy frec and acquit from 


al affects to terrene things ; the better 
ro giue vp her ſelf afterwards entirely 
to himin ful poſſcthton, for the fuller 


accomplishment of the ſpiritual, cuen 


in this life , and the greater encieaſc 
of her glory in thenext, 


Hence it was that she gaue her 
ſelf wholy to works of mercy and 


voluntary pouerty in al kinds. And 
firſt conceiuing Idlenes to be the 


Mother and nurſe of al cuils, and 


a marueylous hinderance to al Chri- 
ſtian piety. , whereto she wholy in- 


tended ro addict her ſelf, for theloue 


of her heauenly Spouſe , she had an 
eſpecial care to vdeſtow al the tyme $she 
had ſpare from ſpiritual exercizes, and 
other neceſlaty employments about 


her owne perſon; in workmanshipps 
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and labours of the hand or body, Nor 
yet did she as the Ladyes of her ranck 
are wont to do: who wil not ſettheir 
fingers to any thing , coarſer, then the 
fineſt lilkes : but delighted rathec 
amongſt her mayds to handle the coar- 
ſeft  ooles , ſomtymes in ſpinning, 
ſoimtymes carding , ſfomty mes in win- 
ding on the reele what others had 
fpun , and then ſending or carrynig 
her bottromes of yarne to be wouen 
and made into the coarſer cloth, which 
ordinarily she diſtributed to the poore, 
and eſpecially to the Fryars of Saint 
Frauncis his Order, to whom she was 
muck denoted; amd in whom $he no= 
ted a moſt ſtrickt obſeruance of the 
youy of Pouerty , whereto she was [1n- 
gularly enclined, 
Our of the great affeRion she had 
to this voluntary Poverty , she would 
mend the habits of thepoore with her 
owne hands, ſetting patch vpon patch, 
with a reJigious eauy or emulation 
that she might not weare ſuch clo- 
thing her ſelf, She trampled yneec 
foote, inthe inceriour of her hart , al 
thoſe. 
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thoſe worldly things, which Seculars 
eſteeme ſomuch; and whereof, theſe 
mad louers of the world make ſuch 
accompr , there being nothing more 
idle, frigotous, and vayne. She would 


her ſelf for the Loue of Chrifl experien- 


cenow and then the effe&ts of Pouer- 
ty, and for the commodityes which 


ſhe was forced to take by reaſon of 


her ſtate and condition , she vſed 
them as she vſed them not, to ſerue 
and Loue God the better , and with 
more freedome; and chrough excelhine 
| Loue to fly intothe armes of her cry- 
Atta LES Is. her onely good , her 


ioy,her loue, herdeſire, A udlattly her . 


whole feliciry was,to ſufier incommo- 


diryes, not only thus voluntarily, as it 


werein ieft, by framing of occafiss for 
the purpoſe, buteuen really : wishing 
invced, to want the neceſlityes of a 
comon life, for the ſame Craciiialls 
ſake, who! n the article of death, was 
by his enemyes denyeda drop of cold 
water to quench his thu ſt, 


She ſought out Gentils, whereof 


there wanted not ſtore , atthat ty me 
E 4 In 
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in thoſe parts, who being already con- 
uinced of their infidelity ſome one'way 
& ſome another , made ſuite to receiue 
our boly Faith. Theſe, she inſtructed, 
as occalion ſerued, in the Chriltian 
Doctrine,& while they remayned Ca- 
thecumens, ſhe reletued them with 
meate & drinke, & what other nece(- 
fityes they ſtood in neede of, vntil ſuch 
tyme acthey were baptized and many 
ty mes be their Godmother her ſelf 
at the font, She was not content to 
commaund ſuch things to be done, 
which yet had beene a moſt pious 
worke, or to ſceit done, mics had 
truly been more; but was no wayes 
ſatisfyed if she had not beene an 
ator in the things themſelues : ſo 
faithful a Steward She was, of the di- 
ine diſpenſations in the ſeruice of 
Chriſt in his impotent members. _ 
Itisa won:'erful ching, with what 
conrtely and humility , she viſited, 
comforted and relcjue:i the poore ſort 
of women with child , elpecially when 
She heard of their trauayle in child- 
birth, or that they 1, c1E newly delt- 
uercd 
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tered: for then, she would come to 


themat al howers of the night or day, 
be ſuch things along with her, 


as She thought moſt neceſſary for 
them; neyther yet could the length or 
tediouſnes of the wayes, either craggy 
or durty , or of the weather, either 
rayne, wind, hayle, or ſnow , or the 
noyſomnes or il ſauours of ſuch hou- 
ſes, ſo much as hinder her aw hit, from 
going to them, to performe that cor= 
poral worke of Mercy, which withe 


out ſome labour of the body , she 


imazincd to be ct litle worth. And 
wou!d rather want her owne com- 
modiryes, yea mifſe euen things about 
her that ſcemed neceſlary ,. then the 
pootre should want any thing which 


She could remedy, She was doubles a 


rare patterne of Charity , the iewel of 


t hatage, a Margarite for purity and 
implicity; a Ruby or Carbuncle for. 


enflamed Chzrity ro God and diuine 


Loue , and eſpecially for her ſingular 
aftectto Puucrty and the poore, a Sa- 
phire right ; and therefore when che. 

left al beſides, to put her in mynd of- 
E- 5 that: 


5 5ELEM | 


Ch, 9. 


106 THE UISTORY 


that yertue avoue the reſt ; ſhe Kept 
and warethat ſtone. 

The Saphyre is a ftone of a pleaſing 
colour to behold , and the fſoule of 
this Lady, was moft pleahng to God, 
as wee may welconicure; howbezr 
with her ſelf she were euer diſpleaſed, 
And for as much as, the Saphyre)*is 
a {olid ſtone, and nct tranſparant, this 
ſoule being inueſted with the loue of 
humility , was allwayes folidiy toun- 
ded vpon her nothing, being one in» 
deed that could not bee ptolated or 
pieiced by the light , orrayes of any 
yanity ſccuer. The Saphire 1s ynapt 
for ſculpture , ihey cannot engraue 
any thing ypon yt; and this foule fo 
Bumble, "could receiue no ſtrange 1m- 
preſſion contrary to that, whichshee 
once conficerately thought or refol- 
ved ypon, cr to that which shee ſaw 
and verily | reicincd cfherſelf : no opi- 
nion or vaine <fiimaticn cf her elf, 
no vaunting word, or the like could 
be ever heard to ecme from her, 
dhough men and Angels had endea- 
ucurcd to perſy, ade. her to think wel 


of 


4 < #2 


> om Eo SS - Wo won” BT . | 


num 


her ſelf. That which makes the Sa- 
phice more pleaſing is , certaine litle 
marks or ſprinckles of gold here an 
there, wherewith 1t shines , and ſpar=- 
clesas it were: ſo the shafts of loue & 
wiſedome, which this ſoule would 
dart and ſend forth to God; and her 
amiable humiliations, or modeſt and 
{weer fashions of fraternal charity 
w herewith $shee conuerfed with al, 
made her moſt gracious and accepta- 
ble roGod and men. This iewel expells 
al yenemous things , and mortifyes 
the Spider, as S. Bunawenture ſaith : So 


her humility eafily expelled al ſinnes, 


and eſpecially vaine glory , whoſe 
works are as vnprofitable as the Spim 
ders web, | | 

So great and ardent a deſire El:- 
z4beth had of this yertue of humi- 
lity , and eſpecially fo enflamed an 
affet ro pouerty ;- as al her pra- 
Gtizes almoſt were nothing els but 


experiments and proofes. cf that . 
vertue ; ſo as laying afide her prin- 


cely robes , shee would make her 


mayds to drefle her V P,lna-gow necf 
courſe 
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courſecloth , and pur on ſome playn' 


her head, and being ſo apparelled 
skee would go ſubcrly vp and downe 


In good earneſt , with her eyes and 
countenance caſt downe to the earth, 


and not diſguizing her ſelf out of le- 


uity inthat manner, as ſome wil do, 
bur ti uly and {criouſly indeed, as deft- 
rous in her heart co continue ſo ſti]; 
Sayng to her Mayds I ſhal one day 


\. my ſelf walke in that manner , in 


the ſtreetes in good earneſt; when | 
ſhal be found worthy to ſuffcr inju- 
ryes and reproaches for my Gods 
ſake. Wierto , as it afterwards pro-] 


 ued Shee ſhewed ſhee had the ſpiric 


of Propliecy , to foreſee what ſhould 
happen toher in tymeto come, whuch 
ſo fel out indeed. Good God , how 
eallant ſhec mi_ hi haue been in appa- 


rel , if ſhee would her ſelf , whar 


attendances and obſ{cquiouſnes, might 
ſhec haue had in ſuch a court of 
Lords and Ladyes, Shee might La- 
ue glictered al in gold , liauc fpar- 


 ckled with Diamords, becn reueling 


and 
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and masKing al day.and night, among 


| thereſt of the Ladyes. Nay what plea- 


ſures are there waich courts can af- 
ford, or delights, that liberty and li- 
cencecan yeild, which shee might not 
ealely hauccnioyed, had shee been fo 
pleaſed; andyert abandoning al for the 
loue of Chriſt, shee embraced this af- 
fect of Pouerty aboue al , and cuen. 
courted the ſame as a deare freind of 
hers, and would often proue effes 
tiercof in no ſmal matters. So as no 
mortal man was euer {ſo drowned in 
tie picaſures of the world, or more 
dored thereon, then shee was enamou- 


red and wholy inebriated thevewith,. 


which ſucely was moſt grateful and 
acceptable to God, as may appeare by 
that which followes, 

Newes was brought, thet certayne 
Noblemen of the kingdome of Hun- 
gary , were coming to ſee the Court, 


being thither ſent by the King , tht® 


father of El/abeth, vpon ome weighty 


aftayres and negociations of-great im- 


poitance for both the States, and that. 
now. they were neere at hand. Which. 


tydings, 
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tydings , when the Prince had heard, 
he went immediately ro his #l:- 
zabeth, & ſaid vnto her, not without 
ſome anxiety and perplexity of mynd. 
Haue you heard Siſter the newes? 
And what newes , I pray deare Bro- 
ther, replyed ſhee then, with a chear- 
ful countenance ? Behold Embaſla- 
dours , are neere at hand from our 
royal Father of Hungary. If that, be 
al, deare Brother, ( ſaid shee ) they are 
bartily welcome. Why then , replyed 
he ancn,and is thatalthinke you, and 
know you not , hcw 11 you are fur- 
n:{ihed with apparel and decent orna- 
ments, befitting your ſtate and calling 
to receiue and encertaine them with, 
and to yeild them ſarisfaRtion, as I de- 
fire, for my honours ſake ? and which 
is worſe, there is now notyme to fur- 
niſh you betrer. Alas . good Brother, 
replyed sl ce then, there is no cauſe 
why this my attire should fo trouble 
you. Since you know wel enough, 
how litle I haug alwayes regarded 


'ſuchthings. For my part, I have but 


licle deſire to pleaſe men , and-rc-be 
era. 10Us. 


Fw 
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gracious in their light, with the ha- « 
zard of looling the res and favour of << 


my heaucnly Spouſe, But what, trow 
y ou, wil they figmfy to your royal Fa- « 
ther at their retyrne : Good Brother, cc 
faid shee, diſpcſc you of the reſt for < 
their better cntertaynement, and take @ 
you no care for mee , I truſt our 
Lord wil prouide for both our ho- .. 
nours. And not long after the Em- 
baſladours came to the Court, and 
were very Princely and honorably 
enterteyned by the Lanrgrane , and 
the Nobles. When after Se had de- 
livered the letters of credence , and 
the effect of their Embaſſaye with a 
oratious audience on the part of the 
Lantzraue, The Princefle Elrzaberh 
her ſelf was ſent for, to come 
into the preſence at the earncſt 
fuite of the Embaſſadours themſel- 
ues, who kad an earneſt defire to 
behold her now a woman growne, 
whom long lince they had ſcene to be 
a hopeful Infant , and whom fame 


had fpread to be a Paragon of the © 


world, both for beauty,perſonage,and 
muclt 
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much more for her ſingular vertues 
and eminent ſanciry of life, When 
behold , shee came af like a Heſter be- 
fore Aſſuerns2 for loc, the Author of 
al beauty and exteriour gracenolelle 
then interiour ; had ſo aderned her 
with comelynes,and eſpecial outward 
graces Withal , beſides the inward of 
the ſoule andmynd, as shee ſcemedto 
be an Angel apparelled ; in feſh,and_ 
adorned with purple beſet Sik the 
richeſt {tones;to the great aſtoniſhmec 
_ of al the holllers- and eſpe cially the 
Prince himſelf, who was priuy to her 
oreat detects Kr HE ornamets,iewels, 
& attires, heehauing before Siu 
ted them to the poore, & had no tymie 
to be furnished anew, When ſecretly 
demaunding of hcr , how it cameto 
paſſe, El:zabeth made anſwere ſmiling. 
My Lord and Maſter can when helitt, 
4 pa {uch ornaments for mee. Necr 
was the ſame obſerued by the P. ince 
himſelf only , but diverſe others; eſpc- 
Cially by her Mays about her, who 
now regarded her as a great Saint, and- 
fauorice of God... 
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THE DEVOVYT AND 
pious exerciſes of Elizabeth, ar the 
Sacrifice of the Maſſe, 


CHAP. X. 


Fd 


OC); R Sautonr Chriſt, as WCC read 


inthe Ghoſpel, one day found a 
great noyſe and tumult in the Gallery 
ofthe Temple , by ſuch as bartered 


therein , and bought and ſold; and 


therefore being enflamed with the loe2.y5. 


zeale of Gods honour, with certaine 
cords and whipps which he tooke yp 
from theground, as one in choller, 
draue them forth of the Temple : and 
as 5, Maik faith, ouerthrew al their 
ware, But now, alas, were hee to co- 
me into our Temples, what abuſes 
doubtles might he there find to refor- 
me amongſt vs, what noyſes, what 
gigling, what chatting , what conuer- 
ſations, and perhaps laſctuious glauns 
ces? 


But this lady Fl;zabeth here of the 


contrai y: 
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H contrary, was exceeding deuout,as wel 


at her entrance into the howlſe of 
God; as during the whole tyme shee 


ene of the greateſt deaotions a Chri- 
ſtian could vie, was to heare Maſle 
eucry day , or as cften as he could, 
Firſt, becauſe the excellence and di- 
enity ofthe Maſle is infivite, as being 
2 Sacrifice wherein Chriſt is offcred to 
God ; who offered vp himſelf once 
on the Crofle , with all his rra- 
mells and merits ; and is the moſt 
perfe&t at of Religion , wherein 
vee giue God the greateft honor wee 
can give him : and ſecondly, is the 
molt excellent aft of prayer wee can 
poſſibly make. Wherfore from her 
infancy and tendcr age, til her dying 
day , shee was wont alwayes to be 
preſent at this venerable and dread- 
ful Sacrifice; and very often was the- 
re her ſelf before any other ; when 
cShee would keep her mind as free 
from diſtrations, as shee could; and 
jt shce ware anv ornament , which 
with conuenient decency might wel 


bee 


was there preſent : Knowing wel, that. 
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bee fpared , shee would cither put it 
oft quite, or handſomely conceale ir, 
{ome way or other , yntil the O flices 
and Ceremonyes of ſo admirable a 
Sacrifice were ended. Bur eſpecially, 
schee vied a finguler reuerence , as 
wel while the Ghoſpel was readiag, 
as the body of our Load I ESYS 
Chriſt was handling ; applying no 
doubt her whole attention thereto, 
and preparing the mouth of her Soule 
"pl worthy receiuing thereof. 

Her manner of hearing Maſle was 
comonly in this ſort. Moſt deuourly 
on her knees , with great falence, 
and deepe and profound reuerence, 
and attention', without ſpeaking 
with any or turning her head on the 
one (ide or other, but fixing her eyes 
on the Altar, and Preiſt ( who repre- 
ſents Chriſt) & obſeruing the aids he 


vied: foralis aliuely repreſentationof 
that, which the Redeemer of life, did, 


& ſuffered in his moſt holy life & paf- 
lion, Whenthe Preiſt at the beginning, 
ſaid the General Confeſſion; ſhee filently 
laid it with the Miniſter alfo , being 


contrits 
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,, are contayned 1n the Creed, and the 
»» Whole diuine Scripture, And through 
»» thy diuine fauour amready to yeild my 
»» life for them. Do thou my God giue c 

> mee grace, that with my life, and holy 3 


ſelf rothe molt holy T1iniry,the Father, 
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contrite for her {innes , and crauing 
pardon for the ſame. After which, shee 
attended to the wordes of the Prieit, | 
becauſe they are ſacred, it is fi to hea- 
re them, though they be not vnder- p 
ſtood. : 

The Goſpel and "reed: being ended, (| © 
hee ſayedinwardly in hecſelf, making 
lively acts of faith, I confeſſe to thee 
Lord, al theſe verityes, & wharſoener 


VC 
.» Works,I may confeſle, teach, & preach | © 
,» them to al, vatothy glory, he 


Ar the Offertory , shee made an o- |, 


blation of her (elf, and deuoutly pre- r 

ſented her ſelf aud her eccafions and , 
affayres to God , that with the purett |* 
and moſt holy offering of his moſt 
bleſſed Sonne , they might fairely al- 


: TOY | r 
cend into his diuine preſence In an 1 
odour of (weetenes, 4 
At the 54@#5, she would conuert her - 

x 


rlie 


OF S. ELIZABETH, Lib.t. 
the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt, true God, 

inthe company of al the Angells, and 
ofal the Bleſled Spirits, wishing that 


I al creatures, and al men whoſoeuer, 


would know , prayle , & lerue the 
ſame; and ff Ge clheckttly aboue the 
relt , might loue aid honour it, 
with on her forces, and al the powers 
of her (oule. 

While the Preiſt was reciting the 
ſecrets, and Cannon of the Maſſe, she 
Cedirared vpon ſome point of the 
Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, with 
an admirable feruour as her Jenoriin 
ſcrued , andift not, Shee recited ſome 
rocal prayers, 

'Ar the Memento , Shee would call 
her proper neceſlityes to mynd, and 
thoſe of others , and propoſe chem 
ſweetly to her Lord with enflamed 
attects. 

Atthe Elenation of the facred Hoaſl, 
;hce would moſt deuoutly and reue- 
rently adore the molt ſacred body-of 
our Lord IESYS Chriſt , 'which "For 
her andal the world , was exalted and 


At 


'extendedonthe trec of the Croſle. 
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At the Eleuation of the Chalice, 
Shee would likewiſe adore with vn- 
ſpeakable inward affets and aſpira- 
tions , the moſt precious Blood of her 
Redeemer, which was shed for her and 
all the warld; befeeching her Sauzour 
through the ſame to make her per- 
taker of the fruits of the Tree of Life 
which hee was himſelf ; And fince he 
dyed for her ſinnes ; ſhe might dye 
to them ; and liue to him; and that 
her hart might bee the rock , whe- 
reon his Croſſe might fix it-ſelt , and 
be the Vellel whercinto his moſt pre- 
tious blood, mi. ht be receiued, a li- 
quor of infinite valew and price, and 
therewith bee washed and cleanſed 
from al her finneful ſpotts. 

_ At the Second Memento , she called 
to mynd very ſeriouſly the Soules of 


\ 
c 
the faithful deceaſed, and prayed for ! 
t 
C 


A ©£yy am mM Jy  ÞDAs 


thoſe , whom $shee thought beſt of, 
and were deareſt to her, moſt hartily 
cmuing, to make them pertakers of 
that dreadful Sacrifice , and ſpeedily] , 
to enter into the loyes of Paradice, | { 
where they might live , and raigneſ} ; 
with 


OF S. ELIZABETH. 


with him for euer, 

At the Agnus Dei , shee demaun- 
ded an ample pardon and remiſſion 
of her ſignes , imploriag his fauour 
and graces that shee might receiue 
him, if not ſacramentally, at leaſt ſpi- 
ritually , and that by meanes of the di= 
uine Sacrament, (ſo recciued , shee 
might be ynited with his infinite 
goodnes, 

And thus shee vſed to communi- 
cate at leaſt ſpiritually euery day, 
which ſurely was a ſingular benefit 
for her ſpiricual profit , and whick. 
aduanced her to ſo eminent a degree 


of ſanctity. 


She was wont to burne with a 


vehement affection to the bleſſed Sa- 
crament , admiring much , how ſo 
admirable a Sacrament, should bee af= 
torded & beſtowed vpon mortal crea- 
tures, and deepely conſidering 8 pon- 
dering the omnipotence and infinite 
wiſedome of God, in preparing ſuch 
remedy againſt the rancour and poy- 
ſon of ſinne, and his infinite bounty 
in the free and liberal diſtribution 

thereof, 
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I> 


2 


” beſo viſtted by thee! O eternal God, 
? what 19s nian, whom fo voworthy thou 
> ſetteſt thy hart vpon ! Nay what is the 
? Sonne of man , ſince thou lodgeft 


thereof. And when shee communica= 
red facramentally* shee was often 
heard to break forth into theſe aſpi- 


” rations, Burne then © fire, aadconſu- 


2 


51e whatſocuer thou [eelt vaworthy 


T: in nec oi tay preſence & which may, 


® rut any obltacle to thy grace. O 
Bread of Anzells, nourish my fſoule, 

and may it looſe al taſt of whacſoeuct 
is Mb aGog to thee Moſt {ieete 


FESFS. © ſay that ſame to mee, 
* which thou Ci to Zacheus beretos [© 
* fore, to wit , Saluation # fullfilled in thy : 
7 bewſe God of my hart , let mee bee F 
? wholy thine, i. let none but thou, | © 

” haue poſſeſſion of my ſoule, Akiet 
which , for a quarter i” an hower I* 
chee ſeemed to enioy the prefence |" 
\S; 


of the Sacred Hoaft within her ; and 
then to breake forth againe into the, e 
aRs of admiration. Who am I and 
who art thou my God, that I should 


thy 


"_ 
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OF S. ELIZABETH. Ib. I. rr Ch, ro. 
they flesh, thy blood, thy ſoule. thy II 


Diuinity, within him, asina moſt mw? 
licious bower. She further admired, > 
how the Lord of Maieſty, and Like. * 
of glory , not contenting himſelf, to 
become man , for the health and ſal- 
J uation of men , but that hee would 


needes abaſe and humble himſelf fo 


low, as to remayne with ys, In this + 


Cr 

| Sacrament , and to leaue vs on earth 

PW fach a viſible throne as it were of his 

- mercy : more excellent without com- 

y pariſon , then tae Arke of Alliance, 

= j** hauc our recourſe thereto , in all 

R our necellityes. 

6 In theſe cogitations, the dignity. of 
mans nature ,. eſpecially of the ſoule, 

cr 

De would glide 1 into her mynd , for thac 


1d God ſo created it a ad wholy 
fe Wor himſelf. The heauens, he afforded 
4 fo che Angels, the ayre to the birds, C 
the Seato the fishes, and the earth to n 
platits: and Man to whom but to him=« 
elf > Man therefore was dreated for 


[S6T\ 


Fr od only : Othen, may he be ( shee 
«<6 $vould ſay ) entirely polleſt by God | 


hy $192c. Shee would Far a 
F how 


2 
pr S DP 


.; ch TiN L _— 0 of k 
_ = p mY " ” 
Ay IRA, at aut nommmts 4 * , Es ng > fey ot”: ds. 
, ” o 
—_ * - 7 b, 
. - ON TEFTEgR 
- - . ? Js. 1% a 
* . - P 
- CEE ends w_ A 
2 
o 


1 
bp 0, 


2 XVl T 


in THE HISTORY 
how the Angels were of a nature more 
noble, and ſublimethen Man,yer God 
hath "- much yalued this his creature, 

as hee hath in a ſort ſ\ubieRed theſe 
noble ſpirits to his ſeruice; according 
to the Prophett : Hee hath commaur= 
ded the Angels 16 gard man in all iu 
Wayes : and to foreſee and preuent the 
occaſions of his fales. And how not 
contented herewith , hee made ſuch 
reckoning of him , as that notwith- 
ſtanding his vtter ruine, he redeemed 
him, with the precious redemption of 
his owne blood, and after nouriſhed 


him being redeemed, with the hol- 


ſome foode of his owne fleſh, affor- 
ding his reall preſence and afliſtance 
thereto. Then shee would inwardly 
2rieue at the ingratitude of men , for 
all theſe graces and fauours,ſo yainely 
lellowed on millions of them, moſt 
highly extolling the goodnes of God 
' he all. 

Now this, ſo vehement feruour of 
ners being ſuch, through theſe and a 
thouſand ſuch kw meditations, 
plous exerciſes , and occupations - 
c e 


OF 5, ELIZABETH. Lib. 1. ig Ch. 16: , 


che mynd, amidſt her holy Commu- 
nions , which stee often frequented; 
it could not eafily be concealed, bur 
that ſomeenflamed affeQs of ſo great 
a fyreand ardour within; mult needes 
breake forth ar laſt, For ſo it happe= 
ned on a tyme , while shee was in 
theſe ſerious and deepe contempla- 
tions , immediatly after the Conſe- 
cration of the bleſſed Hoſt ;..that 


Shee was enuironed with-.a great. 


light , which gaue forth ſuch a flash 
and ſplendour, as a certaine Prieſt 
thereby, who for his vertuous life 
deſerued the fight., could not ( as 
after he confelled ) behold her face, 
ſuch a beame of glory , proceeded 


from thence. When returning inta 


her ſelf againe, and caſting the eyes 
of her body and ſoule vpon the 
Crucifix on the Altar hanging moſt 
piceouſly wounded on the Crofle, 
and all empurpled with his moſt 
ſacred and precious blood, shee ſaid 
vnto him by way of Apoſtrophe Tell 
mee I prethee, how much is this blood 
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> ofthine worth, Tennethouſand wor- 
* 1ds here beneath (shee replyed her ſelf ) 
- and as many of thoſe aboue , by a 
” thouſand degrees, cannot ME ap- 
- proach to the worch & yalue thereof, 
> And yet hath the ſame bcen given, & 
> afforded mee. O wrctch as I am to ſer= 
> uefor my redemption. Then doe thou 
> valuethy worth, o ſoulc of mine, and 
» makean markereſolaris Fe hence. 
» forth toſerue him better, then hither- 
> tothou haſt done, who hath ſo much 
- honoured and cherished thee, O my 
>> Lord leſs thy love hath cauſed thee 
> roſuffer as much for mee alone, as for 
> all the men and women created, Then 
> give mee grace fro this tyme forwards 
> intonl1deration of this my true nobi- 
» lity to acknowledze in ſome manner 
» this infinice loue of thine, And ſince 1 
» beare the 1 image of thy Diuipity ſo 
2 ſtampt as it were and printed in _ 
- finceIam ſo created for thee only , let 
-- mee wholely and entirely be thive 
»» only, 

Thus would this Santly Woman 
apoſtrophize , and Dialogue ſome- 
tymes 


OF S, ELIZABETH. IT. 1: Cl, 


tymes vpon euerie occaſion, either ſe- 
cretly within herſelf when shee was 
in the preſence with others, in Church 
or Chappell, or els with the yoyce, as 
Shee found opportunity, 


QINR:MN: SIREN: RUREES:ERYED 


OF THE GREAT CH ARITY 
of Elizabeth , to her ntighbour , and 
her exceeding Uberdlity to the pooree 


CHAT a5 


* 


Galley, it is,not enough to haue 
eyes to conlider checard and compalle, 
and to gaze on the North Pole, to 
hauea Tongue , to diſcourſe of the 


winds , a Sea Mapp, to contemplate: 


the regions and degrees therein, i they 


haue not belidesa paire of hands Ga 


armes to rowe with the oares. So to 
arriacat the hauen of Glory, it is not 
enough to ſpeculate with the eyes of 
faith on the diuine myſteries, toreaſon 
and diſcourſe welland ſuttly of them; 
nor to pray much , an argument of 

F 4 their 
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their hope, and confidence in God , 
vnited with a good faich in him, if 
they put not their hands beſides to 
Workes , in teſtimony of this faich 
and hope, Bclicue it , wings are not. 
more neceflary for a fowle to fly 
with, and to foare vp into the ayre, 
then good workes,eſpecially Almesto 
the poore , are ſimply neceſlary to 
ſuch as would atrayne ynto heauen. 
Hence it was, that Elizabeth ſo ad- 
dicted her ſelf to workes of picty, de- 
uotion, and all Chriſtianexerciſes, as 
Shee aid, For Shee alwayes, and efpe- 
cially inthe Lent , obſerued moſt re« 
ligiouſly the precepts of the holy 


_ Church, and Chriſtian traditions , & 


obſcruances , by giuing her ſelf not 
o.Aly to faſting and prayer, as wee ſaid 
before, but euecn alſo to chew much 
charity to her Neighbour , in aſfi- 
ſting the diſtrefled, and relieuing the 
poore with plentyfull almes, and in 
chaſtizing her weake body , with 
frequent Cilices , Diſciplines , and 
watching. Shee obſerued with great 


deuotion the Solemnityes of the 
Holy 


& Wy tw & &t FW Fs 
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Holy Weeke , wherein the myſteries 
of our Redemption are repreſented 
to vs: and celebrated the ſame with 
ſuch feruour of mynd , as cleerely 
Shewed her intenſe loue to her Sa- 
utour , who ſo highly prayſed to 
the Phariſey , the g 
works of his ſeruant Magdalen , as 


hee forgot not to recount the leaſt 


of them , and recite them with all 


the ſpeciall circumſtances they had: 


chewing how gratcfull and pleaſing 


to him were all thoſe lice offices of 


piety » Which $hee did about his  PEt-. 


treame lontie towards him, For that 
kiſſing of his feere , that bathing 
with her teares , that warming them 


wich her ardent ſighs , thoſe an- 


noyntings with pretious vnguents , 
yeathe drying and wiping them with, 


| the treſſes of her hayre , though ſo 


ſlender an office it was, yet of ſin- 
gular weight with the pious and con- 

{iderate 1 ESVS, 
In the Holy Weeke againe, eſpecially 
on Maunday Thurſday , which day 
Fl 1s 
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is ſolemnized , in remembrance of 


Chrilts laſt Supper , laying afide all 
coſtly apparrell, attired as one of the 
vulgar ſort, shee was wont to walke 
the Stations in the afternoone , and 
to vifit the Churches in that humble 
manner ; ſo as one that knew her not 
wel, might haue eaſely miſtaken her 
for one of the meaner ſort ; when {en- 
ding. for twelue of the Poore , shee 
diſdayned not to kneele downe before 
them, and to,wash, wipe, and kiſle 
their feete, and finally ro give them 
EETYAREREE 2 peece In money TOge 


Po OROOETIOY IN has 3 


<D + 


Joate. Vpon which day., on a tyme, 


Shee entertaynedin that ſort, no {inall , 


numer of leaprous perſons , for of 


ſuch onely shee made choyce, whoſe 
hands & feete, when she had washed, 
ſhediſdained notto killethe ſwellings 
of their loathſome ſoares, & after that 
ty me, She neuershunned ſuch manner 
of people, but walked & freely talked 
with them, and familiarly fat downe 
by them , as if they had beene whole ' 
and found , and exhorting them to 
Patience, 
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liberall almes. The night before Good 
Friday, shee ſpent in prayer, and in 
deepe meditation of our Lords paſſion, 
and charged her Mayds in any caſe, 
to haue an eſpeciall care, notto shew 
any reuerence to ber'on that day, but 
would neeces goe the Stations bare= 
foote, And at cucry Sepulchre and 


Altar, lay downe a bundle of flax, and 
-ſett vp a burning taper , and put a 


quantity of Incenſe , or other ſuch 
like perfumes into a Thurible ; that 
the Chnrches might be full of oGori- 
ferous and fragrant ſauours where- 
ſocuer shee came; and ſo taking the 
{malleſt moneys 'shee could get toge- 
ther , and paſling in company with 


the meanelt ſort , skee went vp and: 


downe the ſtreetes barefoote, dtaling 
them very bountytully to al the poore. 

Sorne there were, who eſtecined 
this manner of diftribution of ſma'l 
moneys , to be nothing ſutable to hcr 
ſtate and calling ,, and to proceede of 
Coueteouſnes, and of not of Princely 


and heroicall diſpoſition, faying , that 
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Shee being a Kings daughter, should 
vie the bounty and liberallity of a 


' Princefle ; and for her toabaſe her ſelf 


{o, as one ofthe multitude and vulgar 


ſort was moſt ynworthy , and no ar- 


gumentatall, of her fanctity or deuo« 
tion, butrather of a baſe and degene- 
rate mynd, Bur the glorious Princeſle, 
madelitle accompt of all thoſe whiſpe- 
rings , and regarded not what the 
maleuolous ſayed, andthought it bet- 


rertorelicue many, with many litles, 


thentogiuemuchtoa few, Andthere- 
fore ceaſed nor, to perſcuer dayly in 
that which shee had ſo ſeriouſly deter- 
minedto do, aſſuredly preſuming that 
God who is aboue, and ſees all things, 
kney her hart, to be as farre from any 
couetous humour, inſo doing , as tho= 
ſerash and ſharp cenſurers, werealie- 
nate fromtruth andequity. 

On the dayes of puplique Litanyes 
in the ſrectes, the Lady Elizabeth , 
cloathed her ſelf in courſe cloth,and ſo 
went along in Proceſſtons, & to heare 
the Sermons in the Church , would 


thruſt ber ſelf among the meaner oy 
2d 


b- 4.1 


and take yp her place amidſt them, as 
holding the Seed of heaut for the moſt 
part, to ſpring and grow vp more wit 
lingly and aboundagtly , in the ſoyle 
of an humble hart. 

It happened now, inthe yeare of our 
Lord 1225, the Prigcetaking his iour- 
ney vato Apulia, to waiteon the Em- 
perour , that through all the Provin- 
ces of Germany, was a generall fati= 
ne , and many periſhed for want of 


| foode, Whereypon Elizabeth , taking 


occalion by the Princes abſence to 
exercize the works of picty , with 


more. liberty then cuer, began with a 


bountyfull hand to diſtribute to the 
poore,the corne which had byn gathe- 


red and ſtored pin al her Dominions, 


allowing to a great number of them 
a daylic portion of -corne , for their 
maintepance *, according to the age 
and condition they were of, and the 
extreame neceſſity they were in, Nor 
did any of them want ( through the 
eſpcciall grace and prouidence of 
God ) though happily they recci- 
ued lelle then a meature conuentent 
w | © 
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co ſuſteyne them with. And foraſmuch 
as shee "radio there were many 
ſick and infirme perſons, who by rea- 
ſon of their maladies or other im ont 
ments, were not able to aſcend ynto 


' the Caltle and Pallace which was ſi- 


tuated onthe top of a ſteepy hill; shee 
cauſed preſently an Hoſpirall of an ex- 
ceeding beauty and capacity to bee 
erected] inthe bottome of the ſaid Hill, 

ender tlie caſtle, and therein placed 
eſpecially ſuch vs the poore, as were 
moſt maymed in their lymmes , & the 
weakeſt and feebleſt of them, whom 
Sheein perſon her ſelf once a day , and 
ſomtimes more, would oe to vilit, 

though hindred not a litle by the difh- 
cult deſcent of that craggy mountai-= 
ne: and then shee would demaund of 
each one, how they did., and what 
they ay led molt , or 4 bind of mea- 
te Tiked them beſt , Which when shee 
vnderſtood, shee oaue to cuery one ac= 
cordingly of the prouiſion shee had: 
brought along with her for that in= 
tent, wich ſo much loueand tendernes 


L owards them as you would rather 


haue 
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haue thought her a Mother among fo 
many Childre, then ſo greata Lady to 


 waite onthe poore, & wich her owne 
hands to feed thefeeble and weake,& 


to lift them vp in their Beds, who were 
otherwiſe not able to ſtir themſelues, 
yea to carry them in her armes , and 
make their beds , and performe other 


ſeruile offices about them , which her 


Mayds could by no meanes endure, 
Among which, fo diſpicable creatu-- 
res , shee principally applyed her ſelf, 


to poore Orphans and little Children- 
left deſtitute & yoyd of freind, whom . 


with a motherly care,shee would tend 


her ſelf, or cauſe to be brought vp, ſo 
as al of them flockt about her, calling 
her Mother, as wel as they mig hr, shee 
being no lefle indeed, thema common. 


Parentto them : shewing her ſelf beſi- 


des, molt tender &indulgentto choo- 


fe Children particularly ,as were cither 


naturally.illfauoured by reals of ſome 
deformity or other, or weake through 
flicknes or infirmity , or loathſome- 


and faſtidious , by rgaſon of ſoares 
and Vicers , not diſdayning to' touch 


them 
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them with her holy hands as occaſion 
{erued , and euen to dandle them in 
her lapp , whom her Mayds for hor- 
rour onely, conld not patiently abi- 
de to looke on ; ſuch was her Cha- 
rity and fortitude of mynd , as with 
the one, shee would attempt any 
thing , and goe through ſtitch with 
the other , in whatſoeucr shee once 
tooke in hand. 

She made choyce of certaine of the 
poore from the reſt of the mulcicude, 
that reſorted to her, whom shee cſpe- 
cially commanded, at a tyme appoin- 
ted to attend at the Caſtle Gate , to 
whom with her owne hands shee di- 
ſtributed the ſcrapps and fragments 
which werelefcat her table,viing now 
& then ſome prety ſlights to ſpare thE 
not only from her ownetrencher, but 


_ eucn likewiſe, when handſomely shee 


could, from thoſe of others , who shee 
knew wel could help theſclues other- 
wiſe, totheend the poore who wayted 
ypon her, might not depart empty 
away , but find ſufficient refeRion, 


whenſocuer they came: and this (as L 
fayd) 


ſayd) shee diſtributed with her owne 
hands. Which though to ſome mighr 
ſceme yndecent andextrauagant, that 
fo great a perſonnage should deſcend 
{ſo low , ſaying the office might better 
haue beene recommended to others: 
yet Ipreſume if they conſider the Gifts 
0: the holy Ghoſt, & the fire of Cha- 
rity , that burned within her , they 
would leaue to wonder or ſpare to 
cenſure her ; but rather reverence 
and admire her for it, and finally en- 
deauour to imitate her rare example, 

This her ſingular Charity by ſome 
outward-lignes of Gods eſpeciall fa- 
- yours towards her, ſeemed to be nor 
a litle approued by him , which how 
litle ſoeuer they appeared to be, yet 
proceeding from him , are not-ro be | 
accompted litle. 1 

Vpon a, tyme , Elizabeth bringing 
downe from the Caſtle certaine pre- 
ſents of toyes made of earth-and glaſle, 
for the vſe of Children , and being ſet 
on. horſbacke , with her lapfull -of 
ſuch things , to deale amongſt the 


litle Innocents as occaſion ſerued; her 
apron 
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apron by chance being loolle, althoſe 
litle toyes fell roground , which neuer 
lefr tumbling downe, til they came to 
the bottome on a rocky , and ſtony 
way , which being taken vpp and 
brought to her, were found to beeas 
whole and entire as euer. | 
 Shee tooke great pleaſure ſom- 
tymes ,'to haue the poore fed within 
the Gates of her Pallace, and which 1s 
more , ſomwhat neere to her owne 
table, to whom now and then, shee 
reached meate with her owne hands, 
of the dishes i hich shee her {elf was 
fcrued with, and manie tymes cauſed 
them to be leftalone by themſelues, 
that they might eate , drinke, and 
chat togeather the more freely , as 


- wishing them , together with the ſa- 
tiety of the belly, to haue ſome good 


relaxation of the mynd, that ſo God 
might be honoured either wayes. 
W hereby it happened once , that they 
having drunke a 'good quantity of 


drinke amongſt them , the Vellell_ 


was yet found to remayne litle lefle 


replcate then at firſt , in teſtimony 


Bo 


Stn, af hangs wy oa a. woo wm 


no doubt , how grateful] this kind 
of Hoſpirallity - was to the ciuine 
Maielty, 

Shee tooke order in the Hoſpiiall, 
M 23, poore people , to be carctul- 

ly prouided of all things neceſſary, 
and that when any of themdyed, an 
other should be pur into the place, 
Such as daylie in her fight received 
almes. otherwiſe , according to the 
quality -or neceſlity of cach one, 
were nine hundred perſons at leaſt, 
And for the reſt , whom shee otaer= 


wile [ibecally fu aſtcy ned by the mea- 


zzc<5 O 


and Officers, they could not be Ty 
Wherein ee walted , ſpent , and 
conſumed the reuent:es ofa molt OpU- 
lent Signory , and oficntymes ſold 
the clothes and ornaments from her- 
back , and her iewells , and the 
hangings and furniture of her hou ſe; 
that the members of Chriſt might- 
not perish for hunger. In which 
loly exerciſe shee ſerued God with 
ſo good a will , as that a certaine 
lick body , one day begging a litle 

milke 
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| wishing the reſt to doe ſomewhat at 


milke at her hands , shee tooke vp a 
payle her ſelfe, { being ſo great a Lady 
and Princeſle ) and went to milke 
with her delicate fingars, vnacquain= 
ted therewith, ſo much milke as ſa- 
tisfyed tle party, 

In this manner , Elizabeth ſuſtey- 


ned the poore, vntill Harueſt tyme, 


when $shee diſmilled them who were 
ableto worke , prouiding them with 
ſickles and inſtruments for the pur- 
poſe, and wifkh hoſe and shooes to 
their feete, and to the reſt being wea- 


ker, shee gaue apparell. and -»aneys 
- * KY op molt, To POS. 


Women , $hee affoarded Kercheifs 
and Veyles for the head', whereof 
ſome were of (ilke, which shc willed 
them to ſell to ſupply their greater 
neceſlityes ,. and not to weare them 
themſelues , willing ſuch as were 
able to labour, to earne their lyuing, 


leaſt towards it, One of which ha 

uing, vnlook't for, receiueda Gift of 
that kind , cryed out for toy , shee 
was the happyeſt Woman _ and 

eing 


being oppreſt with the ſaddennes 
thereof , fell downe in a ſowne, 
which Elizabeth ſeeing, ſuppoſing her 
dead , was troubled thercat ; fea- 
ring in deed , leaſt shee might be 
culpable of her death, in beſtowing 
a bigger Almes vpon her then was 
meete. 

When any of the poore dyed, 
Shee was not content to afford them 
winding ſheetes of her owne ſpin- 
ning , but shee her ſelf would ſock 


themand lay them forth , without any. 


manner of horrour at alt, and graced 
and honoured them further with her 
preſence to their graues, euen to the 
cnd of their Exequyes , and funerall 
Rites, and pay the dutyes of all. And 


was cuen ſo forward in this a&t of 


Charity , as shee ſpent a large webb 
of new lyrnen meerely in ſuch yſes- 
and much it was againſt her owne 
inclination (if shee could hauc helped 
it ) that t!;e wealthy people, who had 
alwayes their caſe and pleaſures in the 
world, should goe forth of the ſame 
with new Syndons; & notthe poores 


who 
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who in the world had been ſerued 
with raggs: Soc highly shee eſteemed 
the poore.. 
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agdinſi Elizabeth , to her hasband:. 
With ſomeexamples of his 

Noble drSþ»ſition 
therein, 

Cn AP, ALL 
7 T cannot be denyed, but the ſtate 
. of Matrimony is a yoke , how- 
ſocuer in ſome a molt ſweere yoke, 
though it pleaſe-the Apoſtle ro terme 
ita welghty one, while hee ſaith, that. 
Such as marry do take vpon them 4 tron- 
bleſome. burden of the flech, And to ſay 
eruch , if the Marryed vnite them- 
{clues to carry the ſaid burden equally 
betweene them , it is a light and 
pleaſant yoke , otherwiſe the ſame is 
a moſt intollerableclogg. To this pur- 
poſe , the W:ſeman (aith very well : 
T hat 
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That three things are yery pleaſing to 
God and men : Concord among Brothers, 
1 Lone of the Neighbours , and a Vnion 
and Conformity betweene Man and Wife. 
This ſame are the Marryed to en- 
deauour to haueby all meanes poſli- 
ble without which , the marryed 
; life were no better then that of 
Slaues in a Galley , whereas with 
vnion and Peace, it is no lcfle then a 
Life of Angels, 

This vnion and Concord in this 
ſtare , the happy couple of Princes 
kept inuiolable betweene them, and 
this was that, which the Enemy of'>.,. 
all peace enuyed'in them, and labou= *> 
2d what poſſibly he could, by his 
Miniſters and malignant perſons, to 
enfringe through malicious ſuggeltiss 
iramed againſt the innocent Spouſe, 
traducing her vnto her huſband at 
his returne from Apulia , as a pro= 
cigall in his abſence ; and a moſt 
immeaſurable waſter of his eſtate, | 


ſo much cxagoerating the Complaint { | 
againſt her , as they blushed not to * © 
auerr , shee had lefttthem nothing 

= ro 
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to feed on , hauing vnneceſſatily con= 
ſumed all the rents in Almes and libe= 
ralityes they knew not what , which 
they impiouſly blaſphemed with the 
title of prodigalityes. But what an(- 
vi care madethe Lantzrave thinke you, 
to thoſe bitter complaints againſt her? 
Like anoble and worthy Prince , ſet- 
ting light by all thoſe shrewd accuſa- 

> tions; Let my Siſter alone ( ſaicd hee) 
-> and ſpend a Gods name, as shee hath 
»> hitherto done, ſo shee leaue mee my 
» Caſtles and Mannors free, For I aſſu- 
>> remy ſelf wee shall not want, ſolong 
-> as wee ſuffer her to relicue and fauour 
the neceſliteous people as she doth, A 
worthy anſweare ſurely offucha One, 
in whole hart the loue and honour of 
his Wife was more engrauen , then 
of all the ample demeanes he had, 
though neuecr ſo great ; being more 
willing to haue.them ſo diſpenced 
and diſperced with her liberall hand : 
then that ſo ſoueraigne a vertue as 
Charity , should not be exercized ; 
which to the lyuing augments and 


_ -world, 


; Cl, 12, 142 THE HISTORY 


heaps vp riches , cuen in the preſent 
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world , and forſakes not the dead 
vato the next, So as well may thar 


ſame of EccleſiaFies be ſaid of him. 


Blefſed is the Man , that hath 4 good- 


Wife, And againe : A good Wye , is 
4 good portion for ſuch as feare* God : 
chee shall bee giuen to a Man for his good 
Works. "0 

And ſurely , this Prince was a 
very good man , as shall appeare by 
{ome things I shall here but touch 
briefly , and shew how worthy hee 
was of ſuch a Wife, and of the for- 
mer Elogies I affoarded him , decla- 
ring eſpecially among other things, 
how eminent and ſingularthe Vertue 
of Chaſtity was in him, and how 


remarkable was his loyaltie to his 


Wife , and fidclity to the Mariage 


bed. 
Where by the way , is to be. no- 
red , the vohappy condition of the 


Princely and royall ſtate, in that of ' 


all others, they haue not only inuiftble 
and ſpititualenemyes, continually af- 


ſayling the Citadel of their harts, in- + 
fernall ſpirits I meave, which labour . 


nothing 


OE S. ELIZABETH: Ib.I. 143 Ch, 12; 


Ch 


—_ 
TT " 


: 


Ch, T2. +4 


THE HISTORY 


nothing more, then to ſurprize them, 
and lead them into-linne,, as alio Do- 
meſticall at home, to witt, the flat- 
teryes and allurements of the fleſh, 
but euen the enchauntments of the 
world , to charme thcir eares , and 
the others ſenſes, thereby ro caſt them 
ontherocks and shelues of perdition, 
and wracke of honour, 

For , on a tyme , there happe- 
ned in Court certaine Reuels and 
Masks of Ladyes , where the Prin- 
ce alone, without Elizabeth , was 
ſ-etatour from a Gallery window; 
and was noted ſcriouſly to obſ{erue a 
beautyfull Lady among{t them, more 


F 


attegtiuely then ordinary : A cer- 


taine Courteour who ſate the neereſt 
co: him perceluing . his attention, 
and meaſuring the Princes inward 


thoughts by the Ell of his owne in- 


clinatyon and corrupt judgment , 
ſaid to him whiſpering in his care. 
Noble Prince, if it pleaſe your -Ex- 
cellence , to enjoy the happy embra- 


? ces of that Lady there , I make no 
> doubt but ro put your Highnes into 


full 


ful poſſeſſion of her, He ſaied no more; 
but therein had faied enough, toſtirc 
the coales of the Princely indignation 
againſt him : For , caſting a ſterne 
looke vpon this Miniſter of Sathan, 
with ſparkling eyes , immediately he 
bad him hold his peace, and ſpeake no 
more inthat Kind ,, nor once ſuggeſt 
\uch lewdnes and dishoneſties to his 
chaſt hart, Thou deceiued'{t thy ſelf 
(ſaid he) if thou thoughteſt I heeded 
or regarded that Lady thou meaneſt; 
for I tel thee I had nobler obicCts in 
mynd , when mine eyes ſeemed to 
wander as they did. From thecreature, 
I could tel how tomount to my Crea- 
tor , while thou endeauourclt by the 
ſame, tocaſt mee downe into the cen- 
ter of impictyes, & toauert me wholy 


fromthe Creator : Noe more then of 


that tenour, 1 ſay , vnles you haue a 


mynd to proucand incurr my 1uft diſ-. 


pleaſure.Whereat the carnalſpirit va- 
nished thence &\{lunckeaway: Might 
al ſuch Pandars beeſo wel checked . 
then shonid wee not haue ſuch debau- 
chments-and diflolutions inCourr. 
G An 
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An other tyme , the Prince being 
come into the howſe of a certaine 
Count, a ſpecial freind & kinſman of 


his, vpon avilit for his ownerecrea- 


tion; & after a magnificent & Courtly 
entcrteynement: the Supper ended, & 
the ty me of reſt being come, when he 


was now left to himielft, retired from. 


the copany, & euerie one was brought 
ceremoniouflly to their Lodgings, the 
vertuous Prince was no ſoouer lying 
in his bed, & recomended his ſoule to 
thecuſtody and tuiton of his Angel 8 
peculiar Patrons,and falne afleepe; but 


a lewd & impudent woman, incenſed 


and raging with the fire of Luft, orels 
perhaps for golden ends ; found the 
meanes to {teale into his Chamber, vn- 
perceived of any , where priuily diſ- 
poyling her ſelf of her Clothes, got in- 
tohis bed and layd her f{<If by him, 
Which the good Prince perceiuing at 


laſt, through theruſling of her (il kes, or 


awaked by his good Angel, ſtarted our 
of bed, & calling for his faithful Coun- 
cellour and Secretary Gualter , andthe 
Gentlemen of his priuy Chamber, 
who 


lay neerevnto him, cauſed them to ari- 
ſe, and remoue her thence, and to di(l- 
patch her away with ſome money;ſup- 


poling belikethe coneteouſnes thereof 


had brought her into ſo ſtrange and 
exorbirant a practize: afterwards ſpea- 
king of the matter, he proteſted before 
God,that howbeit he had no auerf16 or 
deteſtation from the ſinne of Adultery 
atal, as offenſiue to God, yet for the 
reſpec he bareto Elrabeth his wife, he 
would by no meanes haue giuen way 
to ſo notable an iniury to his deereſt 
Spouſe , whom he honoured ſo much, 


Behold an other of the like kind. A 


certaine principal Captayncand Com- 


mander of his, on a tyme, bauing oc- 
caſion vpon publique affayres to treate 
with the Lantgraue, the (Mp 26 dif- 
patched, fel by chaunce into diſcourſe 
of his owne particulars, complayning 
how vnfortunate hee was .; that 
whereas God, had bleſſed him with a 
competent eſtate, & a beautyful wite, 
he should bee ſo vahappy through ſte- 
 rility , toleaue noheyres behind him, 
to enherit hjs ſubſtance and. the 
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honours he had purchaſedin the feild: 
and therefore if it pleaſed his Highnes 
hee might vſe his wife, to raiſe him 
ſeede to his howſe , and hee would 
willingly embrace them as his owne. 
Whereat the Prince was abashed, and 
pauſing with himſelf , shaped him ſo 
wiſe and diſcreete an anſwere, as hee 
lethim ſee the folly of his deſire in bis 
OWNne reſpect 11 ſeeking to purchaſe 
himan heyre in that ſort, and for him- 
ſelf diſcouered in his countenance a 
high di{dayne and deepe indignation 
againſt him for making the motion; 
and framing ſo fowle a ſuggeſtion 
againſt the honour of both their 
Bedds, and cheifely in contempt of a 
' principal commandment of God , and 
ſo, an open practize of Rebellion 
againſt his divine Maieſty, The Cap- 
tayneadmired the wiſedome and Loy- 
altic of the Prince, and crauing pardon} 
of him, proteſted he was-extreamely 
edifyed with his ſpeaches, & inſtructed 
With his vertuous example, aduowing, 
hee had made him a Penitent and Con- 
gertite, being ſo conninced through 
| the 


F 
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the potency of his reaſons : & ſo/hum« 
bly rooke his leaue, with the fauour 
Fs al,to kifle his hand , in token of 
his infallible reconciliation,after ſo in- 
ſolent and rash attempr. 

So great was the modeſty of this 
Prince, & ſo ſingular the gift of Sobrie- 
ty & Cont.nencein him, as there was 
none of his family or any of his moſt 
familiar freinds, how confident ſoeuer, 
Vhat at any tyme durſtope their mouths | 
in his preſence, to let falthe Icaft word 
of 1impudicity, were it neuer ſo ſeaſo- 
ned with witt , or innocently inten- 
ded for micth or relaxation: muci letle 
anyrudenes inthat kind or grolle ob-. 
{ceanes; {o delicate and chalt werehis 
cares, And whenſoeuer any one was {o 
bold,to vie any leaſt dishoneſt geſture, 
or vtter any wanton word in his pre= 
ſence, they were {ure to haue acharpe 
cebuke, at leaſt, if not a more feuere 
punishment. 

Such was his deuotion to the holy 
Sacrifice the Maſle , as hee would 
dayly heare it , & reuerently afliſt cher 
rat, and cauſe | it often to bee ſfolem- 

G 3 nized 
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nized & celebrated with great pompe 
of Mufiques, and his Chappel to bee 
adorned with tapeſtryes, the beſt and 
richeſt rhe Countrey afforded, In al 
his words and deeds he was true and 
conſtant,keeping alwayes a ſtedfaſt & 
cucntenour , not to day one thing, 
to morrow an other, asyouleft him 
ſo ſhould your find him {til the ſame, 
His wit, and memery was ſo pregnant, 
as heeneeded no Memorialls , vnleſle 
very breife, ro put him in myndinthe 
leaſt or weightieſt affayres,a word was 
enough. His bchauiour was gracious 
and debonaire,and yet not efteminate 
or diſlolute, but demure and modeſt, 
eſpecially amonsſt women ; ſo as his 
preſence was enough to compole the 
freer diſpoſitions, and to giueachecke 
to the liberty of choſe tymes, 

His pitty and compaſſion to the 
poorewas ſuch, as noe bountycs and 
liberalityes cowards them, belides the 
particular and ex:raordinary almes he 
gauc himſelfe,or cauſed to be diſtribu- 
ted amongſt them through his aſſent; 
hee became a Riual with his Wifc al- 
io, 
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ſo, inthoſe heauenly bootyes which | 


ſhe ſent before into heauen.Ina word, 
hee was a good Man, and an notable 
Regent which do not allwayes mecte, 
while his deuotions and priuate ſpiri- 
tual guſts, bindered not the progrefle 
of publique affayres, his euen andiuſt 
diſtributions of tymes, ſo tempered & 
ordered al things, as hee ſeemed per- 
petual in thoſe occaſions, and yet 
equally found in Cloſer and priuate 
retirements, Hce gaue audicnce and 
executed Iuſtice himſelf , with ſuch 
equallity, patience, and longanimity, 
as hee not only by his exampleled the 
way to other Princes, but ſeemedto 
bee a lampe before them. He knew 
how to ſhew Metcy inits tyme, and to 
bend the brow when occaſion ſerued, 
as alſo to contract or dilate the palme, 
Finally to maintayne Peace in ſuch 
ſort, as hee neuer was ſcento breake it 
with his neighbour Princes, 
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T he publishing 0 f the Croy ſado, 


and the manner how it 
firſt beganne. 


C H A : > Bs BY 


res, had patiently endu- 
red a molt intollerable 
and cruel ſ{eruirude, not 
ceaſing continually to cry ynto God 
for mercy, and compaſſtor vpon their 


G5; deplcrabis- 


HE people of God,now 
for the ſpace of 4.80. yea- 


{[S6T| 
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deplorable ftate with vnſpeakeable 
tcares , deepe croanes , incredible 
ſighs. perpetual prayers and oraiſons, 
beſceching him , through his dinine 
goodnes andclemency, to haue pitty 
on his a Ticted people; and pardoning 
their offences , to turne away the 
rod of his indignations and diſplea- 
ſure againſt them, Til at laſt being 
now falne into the depth of al mile- 
Tyes, inuoking te Abiſle of mercy, 
they were card by him who is the 
God of al conſolation The forme or 
model whereof , or rather the firft 
occalion taken of their redemption, I 
wil here declare in breife, 

The holy Citry of God Hieruſalem, 
ſomerimes moſt deare vnto him: 
being thus in a miſctable bondage, 
ſubic toinfinite oppreſſion vader the 
tyranny of the Infidels and Saracyns, 
among thole who of deuotion wear 
thicher to viſt the venerableplaces of 
our Redemprion , being led with the 
ſame feruour;camelikewiſe a very no- 
table man of the Church, called Petey 
the Hermit by name , borne itf the 

5 dioceſle 


diocelle of Amiens in France. 

He was a perſon bur litle of ſta= 
ture, and for the exteriour , carying 
no great part with him? bur of a great 
viuacity of ſpirit, and fit for high at- 


cheiuements , being intertourly ac- 


complished otherwiſe with lingular 
yertue and prudence, as one that could 
welcxplicate and deliuer himſelf and 
his Fan This Pilgrime entring 
into the Citty with the reſt, and no- 
ting the wretched & calamiteous ſtate 
of the fairbful people liuing therein, & 
thicher repayring for deuotis ſake, re- 
ſeating the matter and taking it vnto 
the hart, found the meanes to acquaint 
himſelf with Symeon the Biſhop the- 
reof , a very good man, of a tender 
conſcience, and fearing God, to con- 
fer with him thereof , and to conſult 
vpon ſome remedy, When Perer ynder= 
ſtanding fiom him the lamentable ſta- 
ce. of that City , groaning vnder the 
1--tollerable burden. of the Sar«cyns 
and Eremyes of the Faith ; was fo 
moucd thereat , that he could nct 
zefrayne from tcares , but demanded 


Nl what 
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what kelpe there was for fo oreat* 
miſcheets and evils : the good Pa- 
ſour replyed. Th? finnes of the 
people are cauſe ct.al. But it the 
Chriſtians were ſo zealous of the 
honour of God, as they bee, ſome 
helpe might yet be hd "Ta there 
is none wW vil take our cande-; in band, 
Whereuppon the. pious Hermir vo- 
dertooke, thar if hee would writc to 
ais Helynes , to thc: Emperonr , and to 
the reſt. of the Kings and Princes of 


the weſt : and giue hes to vnder- 


Rard er large cnc miſeryes and aftli- 
&tions the people were-in, confirming 
it wtth the. authority of his ſealc; 
het himſetf would bee the meſhnecr 
it lee pleaſed to make vie of him, 
and woukl moſt faithfully diſcharge 
the. trutt, And would moreoucr viud 
voce , make a fuller remonſtrance 
yato rhem,cf.yhat his eyes hadſeenc; 
adding ſpurrs: where neede required 
tO incite them to {fo noble an enter= 
prize, | 

This fieepromiſe of his, Gned: to: 


come from heauen-,. and pleaſed the 
Pat 2arth 


OF S: ELLZABETH. Lb.1t. 157 Chg, x 


Patriarch & the aſlifticeof the faithful 
beyond meaſure; and therefore moſt 
a the holy man thankr him 
for his offer , and wan letters of 
that tenour wah thoſe of credence as 


the matter required, In. the meane 


while , the poore man finding his 
choulders too feehle for 2 balls of 
that importance, began tofaynt , but 
yet his great Charity puthim on mo- 
re hotly vpoa it, Ahd the rather ha- 
uing receiued a Reuelation from God 
in his {leepe, ro encourage him to it, 

which 13nityed thus much.Ariſe vp 
Peter, and bee dilgent , not fearing 
ro performe what thou haſt vnder- 
caken ; alluring thy ſelf I wil.neuer 
torſake thee , ws be allwayes 
w:th thee. For the tyme shal come, 


that the holy places shalbee purged - 


and cleanſed from-al pollution , and 


my ſeruants ſuccoured. Whercupon 


Perer awaking ,. leaptivp , wholy- 


comforted with the viſion , being 
encouraged thereby to proſecute the 
buſynes ; and ſo taking, his leaue of 


the Patriarch _ with good diligence * 
arriued: 
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arrived at Rome , where finding Pope 
Yrban , he preſented him the lerters, 
and faithfully made him aperte& rela- 
tion of the ſtate of Hiery{alem, and did 
| It ſo efficaciouſly,as moued him not 
alitle to apply what remedy he could. 
And therefore immediately, being the 
yearc of the Incarnation of our Lord, 
i085. Pope Yrban called a Cowncell 
at Cleremont , wherein he aſſembled 
al the Prouinces beyond the Alpes. 
So as on the Moneth of Nouember 
following , was . gathered togeather 
in the Name of our Lord LES/VS 
Chrif , a holy aſſembly of Arch- 
bishops , and other Prelates of the 
Church , accompanied with a good 
number of Princes of the Kingdome 
of Fraunce, And Vrban remembring 
his promiſe to Peter the Hermit, 1n 
a moſt eloquent and prolix Oration, 
recommended to the Councel the 
important | buiſynes cf Hieruſalem: 
and hauing liuely fet downe the de- 
plorable ſtate of thoſe countryes, hee 
graunted that famous Indulgence of 
the Croyſado, in thels words. 


* ”—— __——_ _—_ .. 


Being 
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Being aſſured of the mercy of God, <. 


and of the authority hee graunted .. 


to the Apoſtles Saint Perer and 
Saint Paul , wee remit to all Chri- 


ſtians , who shal rake vp armes a- , 


gainſt the infidels , and $shal volun- 
tarily offer themſclues to this voya- 
ge, hazarding- their liues in defen- 
ce of the Faith , and of their Chri- 


-ſtian Brothers 3 all the penances 


enioyned them heretofcre' for their 
{1nnes, and for which they haue not 
yet ſatisfied. And ſuch as being true- 
ly peniteat shal depart this Iyfe, 
may affure themſclues of the-pardon 


of their (innes , and the fruition of 


the eternal life , prepared for fuch as 
Shal willingly offer themſclues to the 
ſeruice of God, In the meane whik., 
they who s$hal preſent themſclues 
with a lively and ardent faith, $hal 
Þe recciued by vs as Children of crue 


obedience , vnder the ſafegard and 
defence of the Church,and vnder the 


proteRion of Sainr Peter and S, Paul, 


And ſo wee wil and Ordeyne them 
_ £0 bee 
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? to bee in al ſecurity of theirſperſons, 
? and for their Goods exempt from al 
? troubles and impediments, And if it 
P chance, (which Good forbid; that any 
? one should rashly and temerarioufly 
> moleſt them, wee wil that he be ex- 
2p commanicared for it by the Byſhop 
> of the place , and he the cenſure 
2 hage the force ; that ful reſtitution 
> bee made them , as wel in their ho- 
” nour , and perſons , as in goods, 
Þ with due ſatisfaftion of al their do- 
” mages and 1itereſts, And if it hap- 
-> pen that the Bishops and the other 
2 Prelates of the Church chould bee 
f? negligent, remiffe , or pubillanimous 
? 1n this point, and ſhal not refiſt with 
>» al their power ſuch delicts , wee wil 
> then to bee ſulp ended of al their {tate 
> and dignity, nila hes hauec obteyned 
2 pardon of the Sea ne, 

Theſe Indulgences of the holy Pa- 


ſtour, wererecciued as come from hea- f 
| ven, and al withone conſent applau+/) 


ded he ſame, and embraced them wil 


| 


lingly . Whereby may eallly be iudg al ! 


| howehe words of Chriſt were CY 
plished. 
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plished heere. I come not to bring peece 
into the land , but the ſword, For preſent- 
ly you might ſee the huſbid to abſent 
aiunſelffrom his wife, fathers to aban- 
don their children, Children their pa- 
icnts, In ſo much, as the Religious 
who had yowed a recluſe and ſolitary 
life, went forth of their cloyſters. 
Now it was ordeyned, and as it were 
dy diuine commaundementenioyned, 
to al thoſe who would employ them= 
felues in this happy warfare , to weare 
on the right shoulder ſome ſigne of 


thePaſſion of our Lord LES Y'S Chriſ?, 


%. ied S* 4; 


Cha. 1. 


for example, a Crofle in teſtimony of 


the vow they had made, to go vilitthe 
Land, whereia was literally aceom- 
pliſhed thepreceptof I ESY'S Chriſt in 
the Ghoſpel.Hee thar wil come after mee, 
lethim deny himſelfe, and take vp his Crefſe, 
and fotlow wee. | 

Thus much I haue fet downe' of 
the firſt origin of that famous enter- 
priſe which then began , and which 
hath been diuerſe ty mes vpon ſundry 
occaſions fince renewed, Whereof 
one was after two notable yictoryes 


which: 


Luc 9. 


Ch. 
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which the Chriſtian Princes hadgot 
ypon the comon Enemy which gaue 


them encouragement to aduance the 
Croyſado anew , being ynanimoully 


 reſolued vpon, in the Councel of Late= 


7an , one of ine greateſt and mcit 
famous allemblyes that ener Chri- 


 Kendome had. ſeene : where belides 


the Embaſſladours from al Princes 
gyere two Patriarcks , 70, Archbiſ- 
hops, 42. Biſhops, and eight hun- 
dred other Prelates. 

Andrew the King of Hungary and 


Tranfluanic the aforeſaid father of our 
Elizabeth , was choſen General of the 


Chriſtian forces at that tyme , which 
he willingly accepted for the zeale of 
Gods glorie, and defire of honour, But 
perceiuing noe good ſucceſle of the 
enterpriſe, he gaue ouer and returned 
home,re infefta, After which, al Europe 
being now in great dread and amaze- 
ment , for the late happy ſuccelles of . 

the infidel Army in Egypt, Frederick 
Babaroſſa the Emperour, who had eſ- 
pouſed the dauyhter of the King of 
Hieruſalem , was entreated by al the 
| _ Chriſtian 


Chriſtian Princes to ſuccour the de- 
cayed & declyning ſtate of Chriſten- 
dome, Wherefore hee a(sebled a great 
part of the Chriſtian Princes at Cremo.. 
7d to conſult thereof, am *ng which 
was our noble Latgrave the forwardeſt 
of al, to promotethe enterpriſe, ſo as 
hee was held the fitteſt of any to haye 
the cheife Comaund,ifany ſuch thing 
were reſolued vpon : which were the 
occaſions of thoſe former ſeruices and 
attedanceson Frederick the Emperout 
in Apul;a, wee mentioned aboue, 


HOYY THE CROTS A D@ 
being published anew, the Lantoraue 
ſecretly receined the Croſſe, and went to 
meete With the Emperour in Sicily, 

CHAF. -Ih - 

He holy Citty of Hiersſale ha- 
uing been whu'y ſubdued & ſub- 
jected to the power of the enemyes of 

. the Chriſtian faith, for.our demerits, 

endured the yoke of an intollerable 

and calamitous feruitude abour fo- 
me 490. yeares atleaſt, vnder diuers 
revolutions 
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reuojutions and mutations of ſtares 
In which tyme, asoften as things had 
their ſeueral viciſſitudes, following; 
the diverſe alterations and variety of 
the tymes , ſo often had this Citty 
changed their Lords, According to 
whoſe gouernment and diſpohtion, 
it recetued foinety mes toyful , and 
ſomtymes {ad alterations of fortunes, 
not vnlike to the acceſſes of a bur- 
ning feauer in a ſick man , without 
euecr being able wholy 'to recouer it 


{clf,and a perfect ltate of health, vntil 


the firſt publication of the Croyſads 


aforeſaid : when through the iuſtiga- 
tion of Peter the Hermire, and the glo- 
Tious atchejuements of Godfrey of Bul- 
lojgne;, It was conquered and recoue=- 
red from them : though relapſed after- 
warde forthe finnes of the people into 
the ſtate as before. : 
And this was that , which moned 
the Vicar of Chrif , and Paſtour of 
the vniuerſal Church at this tyme; 
conlidering the choſen people of 
God, to bee now come Slaues to the 
Turkiſh yoake, & the royalPreiſthood 


and 


A RES as 


 lutedby thoſe mi 
nically held them by ſtrong hand. 


celle of Prouinces , to be ſubic& to 
thoſe feruile tributes, to promulgate 
a third tymet;1e ſaid Croyſads for the re- 
demprion of that Citty, and to vindi= 
cate the ſacred pledge of the Sepulchre 
of Chriſt, from the Infidel power, For 
what Chriſtian hart could endure the 
holy places iv hereon the feete of our 
Sautour Teſus Chiiſt , ſo familiarly had 
trod, & which haue ſo plentifully been 
dyed with his pretious bloud, ſhould 
{o impiouſly bee | nt omg and pol=- 
C 


reants, that tyran- 


Whois hethat cofidering theſe things 
would not melt into teares ! Whois 
hee , that conſidering taeſe things 
would not melt into teares 2 Who is 
hee whoſe hart would not pine and 
languish quite, reducing thele things 
to memory? Whois hee , that would 
not bee mouecd to hazard his life toen- 
franchize his brethren enthralled in ſo 
cruela captiuity. | 

Whereupon it being .now thres 


yeares ſince the Prince returned from 


Apnlis 
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and the holy Citty of God, the Prin= _ 
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Princes and Biſhops, allured the no- 
ble Lantgrave and Prince of Tharin- 


214 , as I ſaid , to prepare himſelf 


"> | 


for this expedition of the Holy Land, 
and ro shew himſelf as forward as 
any , to receiue the Crolle. from the 
Bischop Heldeſam , which hee fixed 
on his habit: The only care hee had, 
was to conceale it from his Wife 
for a tyme, that hee might notgreeue 


her too ſudden!y,or make her liguiſh 


for ſorrow any time before his voya- 


ge, being priuy to the greatatfeion 


She bare ynto him. 


Bur alas,the Croſſe thus c6cealed, not- 
withſtanding all the diligences vied 


that 


res THE HISLUOUOEY 
Apulia , by the Popes decree , the 
Croſle began to bee preached azaine, 
throughout al Chriſtendome againſt 
the profelled enemyes of Chriſt : and 
the Chriſtian name , who held the 
captiue Hieruſalem in their poſſeſſion 
with al rhe Countryes adioyning 
thereto , commonly called the Hoty 
Land. This ſame befides other ſum- 
mons vſed . and confederatiens, la- 
boured with the greater Lords, both 
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that poſſibly could bee , to keepe the 
ſecret from her, - Elizabeth ere long 
came priuily to the knowledge there= 
of, while according to cuſtome shee 
ſearched the Princes purſe , to find 
{ome money to giue ynto the poore, 
preſuming on the general leaue and 
liberty afforded her in al ſuch occa- 
ſions, Whereupon though sheeloned 
the Croſſe very wel, yet was Shee neuer 
ſotrouvled at the fight thereof, as shee 
was at this tyme. For being quick of 
apprehenſion, & vnderſtanding of the 


publiſhing of the foreſaid Croyſado, 


with the knowne zeale and valour of 


her Huſhand : shee ſoone concluded 
againſt her (elf. When you might haue 
ſcene a notable conflict of ſundry paſ- 
ſions, now of loue, now of feare, by en« 
terchanges of white and red, to ap- 


peare in her countenance, One while | 
the abſence of his deareſt perſonage 


ſeemed ro wound her hart; encreaſed 


with the feare of ſeeing him no more? | 


Oh what.a knife. was this to her 
gentle breaſt? Then againe,she would 
cal to wynd,the noblenes of theenter- 


priſt 
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-> ſfter now. What a la mort > And 
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priſe it ſelf ; the honour that would 
redound to God thereby, and profit to 
the Church, Conſidering which , at 
laſt she yeilded;forwhat was she, who- 
ſe private intereſts should poyſe with- 
atiheſe high and honourable reſpects, 
and eſpecially with the greater glory 
and ſeruice of God, © 

With this she ſtood as it were like 
a Satue, when behold the Prince ſuſ- 
pecting nothing, and entring in, as he 
was wont perceiued how the matter 
went, andnot being able to hold any 
longer , moſt loning and cheerfully 
ſpake thus voto her , taking her by 
the hand. How fares it with my Si- 


is it even ſo > You were not 
wont to looke ſoſadly; thoſe clouds 
vſed not to shadow the ſerenity of 
your face. Something deare Siſter is 
amiſſe, Oh: what diſaitre I pray hath 
obfcured the cheerfulnes -of that 
brow wont to entertayne mee with 
2 gratious {tile at my entering. Oh 
ſpeake dearc'Sifter, arid put mec out of 
paine,-Wherero Elizabeth. anſweared, 
y You 


} 
re 
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and my louing Brother ; if I bee not » 
now as yeſterday, or as I haue for- * 
merly beene ſince I am of fleſh and » 
blood and ſubieR to the ſenſe and »» 
paſſions thereof; Whereas were 1» 
otherwiſe , or wholy ſpirituall you ** 
might well expert ſo even a tenour 2 
of mynd and countenance as you ” 
ſpeake of, Alas ( good Brother ) ” 
how ſhould I bee otherwiſe , whev 
I am to looſe the (taffe of my eſtace, > 
the comfort of my hart, the apple » 
of myne eye, the moytie of my ſelf, » 


even my ſecond ſelf, How can I » 
chooſe but bee heauy at all theſe » 


diſaſters ſurprizing mee at once, » 
how can I chooſe but bee ſenſible of » 
the Crofle-which you have taken on » 
your ſhoulders. Wherero the Prince »> 
replyed, thetruth is deare Siſter I »» 
haue taken vp the Croſle you ſpeake 
of, which our Redeemer hath layed » 
vpon mee, Would you not haue mee »» 
to correſpond with his ſervice, The > 
Temple of our Lord God from » 
whence Jeſus Chriſt, being tealous of » 
| H 
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You muſt pardon mee Deare Lord * 
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_ »[jis honour and moued with diuine 


» zeale, draue away the prophane 
» Marchants, not ſuffering the howſe 
> of his-Father , to become a denne 
» of Bealts, or retraite of Theeues , 1s 
-> now yvnfortunatly made a hell of in- 
»» fernall inhabitants. The Cicty of 
- the king of kings, which to others 
- hath giuen rules of true faith , /is 
> Now at this preſent extreamity out - 
» taged and conſtrained ro ſerue the 


- (uperſtitions of the Gentils, And 


»» would you not have mee ſet my 


> hand to the redemption of theſe 
» Places? I know you would , your 
-» Zeale to Gods honour ,1 aſſure my 
,, (elf, will not permic you to enuy 
,, aim the ſame,nor your charity and 
, loue to his flock, ſuffer you to barre 
them the ſuccour : and therefore 
», deare Siſter let mee intreate you to 
,, tcligne your (elf inthis, to rheeſpe- 
\, Ciall ordination of God. Noe my 
.. deare Lord , ( (aid the ) may it 
», pleaſe you to know, I am not trou-= 
., bled at your voyage or enterprize 
- ſoemuch for avy thivg as that wy 


 __ OBS. ELIZAB, 14.17, +71 chan. 
ſex and cohdition will not permit | 
mee to accompany you thither, ſince 
- 'T aſſure you, if my blood and lite 
would excuſe the 'whole voyage, 
for my Sauiour and my neighbours 
ſake, Iſhould freely and eaily lay 
f downe the ſame ; but conſider I am 
a Woman of flesh & blood, and noe 


: ſenſeles image, or a meere ſpirit de- 
£ voyd of paſhons and affeQtions, and 
: Oey my infirmity hereib, 
F while in the SuperjourT am wholely 
7 reſigned to that which is yours, and 
; the will of God. And ſoe ſhe dryed 
X vp hereyes , and from that tyme 


forward, gaue her ſelf ro prepare 
for the voyage, as{he had beene to 
J haue gone her ſelf. - 
£ Till at laſt, things now being put 
£ in areadines , the compleatearmovr 
X prepared for his cwne perſon , his 
Eſquiers , and Eſtatcſions appoiptcd 
ard ordayned, his ſteeds bravely ca- 


; pariſoned, his Sumpters & all chings = 
- pow in goodly equipage. Rodulph > 
. the Princes Curbearert who had the L 
7 office aſſigned him comes into the 


F' 2 x 
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belides the coniugall yaity betwee- 


THE HISTOMY 


rooie vnto the Princely couple, 


andtells them, it was now tymeto 


rake their leaue of each other, (ince 
his Marſhall troupes expected his 
coming , and were ready to march 
tothe randeuous, The good El:{4- 
beth notwithſtanding , would go 
along with her deareſt Spouſe og 
the way, not willing to leaue his 
company , till of torce ſhe mult, {oe 


long then as they were in their 


owne Territoryes, ſhe accompanyed 
him till they arriued to the confines 


thereof , when it was not fit, ſhe 


ſhould paſle any further. 


Thcy are now then come to the. 


place aligned : when behold no ton- 
ouc tan poſſibly expreſle, the amou- 
rous, and dolourous fignifications 
of the chalt Spouſes in their laft 
adicw : ſuch Spouſes as the world 
had not a better paire , if wee re- 
card the picty of cheir minds, the 
parety of cheir hatrtes, the integrity 
of their bodyes, iguiolably kept for 


cach other, in that honourable tate: 


: 


OF S., ELIZAB. Iiu.17, 173 Chas 
ne them which is cuen the very haps 
pynes thereof, wherein theſe things 
are truely: found , as with them it 
was 1n the greateſt punctuallytie 
that might bee, as appeares by thoſe 
ſpecialland mutual appellations of 
of Brother and Sifler , which paſſed 
betweene them, For now were 
words of no vſe with them , nor 
coald expreſle a laſt adiew ; the eyes 
with teares were faine to ſupply that 
office , and ſhaking the hands ro 
each other a far of, was al they could 
do. While the noyſe of fie , drum- 
me, and trumpets withother warli- 
> | ke inſtruments, had made the ron- 
- | gue vnprofitable in that Ceremony, 

: El:iFabeth returning home with 
3 | her ſad company , for ls they were 
| | al touched very deepely wi.h the 
| | ſorrowofthis ſo loth depart of theſe 
rrae Lovers:like an other 1»d:th, the 
* | layes aſide, the attires of her glorie, 
and magnificence, and rooke to her 
{elf the Widow habit {he' was wont 
to weare in her huſbands abſence, 


2nd for as mnch as ſhe was now 
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more deſolate then euer,, as hauing,. 

as ſhe thought, much ip cauſe If. 
diſcomforts then ſhe had at any time. 
before, ſhe addicted her ſeif. ro a 
oreater retirednes., aCting as It 
were her Widowes part before her. 
tyme, in out ward ſhew. But for the 


Interiour , ſhe was now more free. 
then cuecr, to attend to her {piritual 


Spoule, For neuer any one l chinke, 
ſo mingled rwo ſuch {ſeeming con« 


rrary loues asth. {c, with better har- 
mogny and reimper then ſhe; ſo as her 


heauenly Svoule hid no caule to 
enuy the others part, nor her earth- 
ly one, to (ſay {he was too religious & 


altogether vnapt for the Wedlock 


ſtate, Becauſe indeed ſhe knew 
right wel what it was to loue God 


aboue al things, with al her hart,and 


wi:halher powers,and the Neigh - 


bour as her ſelf , her parents wth” 


the loue due vnto Pome. her Chil- 


dren with thar belonged to them, 


and Jaſtly her huſband witha lone 


rranſcending al other earthly loue, 


but farre inferiour to that of Gd, 
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THE ARRIV AL OF THE 


It Lantgraue 1» Sicily, where the 
Ty Emperour Was: his Death, and 
e the Lamentation made by 

©: Elizabeth for him, 

= 

GA FLLILL 


x Veh is the inconſtancy and mu- 
cability of carthly things; ſo va- 
o | rious are the aduentures of this lyfe, 
- | andſodiners the euents of humaine 
; | ations , as nothing ſeemes more 
- | conſtant , chen a kind of incon- 
7 | ſtancy in al things , nothivg more 


ſeedy then a perpetual vnſtecd\ nes 
and murability of fortunes:and fina- 
. | 1y, nothing fuller of Varictycs » and 
\ | viciſcitudes then is the life of this 
olorious Princeſſe , the ſport of for- 
tune, a Sceane of enterludes, a trae 
\ | gedy ful of ſad Caraſtrop hes , In a 
word a paterne of al patience , expo= 


{cd on the ſpacious Tacatre of the 
H 4 


Cha.z, 176 THE HISTORY 


world, For ſhe being now ſetledin 
her vidual way. ; a courſe which 
gaue her extreame contentment 
wherein ſhe might. with fuller ſcope 
attend to the affayres of her ſoule: 


Poſts continualy paſſe to and fro, | 


ſtil certifying her of the ſafe arriual, 
and good health of her Lord the re- 
nowned Lantgrave in Sinly , with 
the greatexpectation the world had 
of him, and how the voyce wenr, 
he was to bee the General of al the 


Chriſtianforces, in that great expe- 


dition : athing ſutable to his zeale of 
Gods honour , and his heroical hart, 
matched with a ſingular prudence 
in kim , and diſpoſe fit for ſo great a 
manage , by whom likewiſe ſhe 
particulary vnderſtood of the great 
entcrtaynement made him by the 
Emperour Frederick : and how for 
the preſent they. were buſted with 
 ferling of affayres in thoſe parts in 
viſiting of Forts, Caſtles, and cntyes 
for the greater ſecurity of Chriſten- 


dome, with a thouſand other things. 
of good importance and of much 


T0.  FY 19 OY 09 0 0h 


gg 


conſolation to her in her Spouſes ab- 


ſence, She heard withal , that the 


Prince would happily find the ley- 
ſareto viſt her yer before the yoya- 


getothe Holy Land could bee whos - 


ly prepared. The Polls ſtil brought 
nothing but comforts to F!:{aberh 


inſatiable to heare from him , oner. 
toyed with the hope tolee him ere - 


long. 
Bat fortune, or rather divine Or« 
dination , ſo diſpoling when the 


Pcince now thonoht ro hane taken. 
O 


his leaue of the Emperour , to retur- 


ne to his Country for difpatch of. 


ſame. particular affayres , which 
preffed him much; Tydings was 
beonght, that the Sultan the profeſ- 


ſed enemy was in readynes to make 


{ome notable attempt vpon the 


Chriſtians, The newves amazed them © 


much ,*and doubreſle had nor the 
Princes valour and expectation rea- 
red their hopes , their harts had fay- 
ted. So as now ic was neceſlary re 
Prince ſhonld ay, and his returne 


Was grow ne vnpoſhþle Wherefore: 
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THE HISTOR T: 
taking pen and incke in hand, ins 
ſtcad of going himſelf in perſon, 
hee was fay netowriteto his deareſt 
El;Tabeth, his true and ras EX- 
cuſeia theſe words, 

Deare Siſter,, by this .you may 
read how pooreathing Man is. : hee 


often determines this or that , but 
God dilpoſeth al thivgs : 1 had my 


Foote euen ready in.th: tirrop, 9 
haneſecne th'e once more , accor- 
ding to my purpoſe in my laſt, But 
behold the tace of things 1s altered, 
throngh the hot vnexpected char- 
ging of the, Enemy. on our frontiers; 
an{ yee who at leyſurehadthovghr 


to hate found him out to confront 


hin , are nov enforced ro prouide 


for our ſelues to repel him ; Wee 
m-'1[t needes therefore (udainely ma- 


. Kehead, and haſten ſooner then wee 


tho1ghte,, commending.the whole 

enterp: ze to thy pravers , and clpe- 
cially my [ life and perſon, that wee 
retarne victorious and triumphant 
oucr tne encemyes of the Chrittian 


Nane, and may lce and enioy thee | 


af 


It 


his hapry ſpirit on the eleauenth of 


OB S. ELIZAB. 7:ib. 11. 179: Charge: 
once more , howlocuer | truit that 
I baue ſo progided for chee, as what-. 
{ocuer become of mee, chad {hair bee. 
ableto live of tity feit, and thar if 
I dye chou wilt be myndfu] of my. 
ſoule, ſo asar leaſt wee may happily 


 mecte in heauen. Til wanen 1 ww 


thee adicw. And fo putting to his. 
wonted {ubſcripuion , he ſcaled it vp 
In al haſt , diſpatching the Polt as 
ſoone as might bee. 

Thcle aſt words wcereas ——_ 
preſages of what nmecdiately fol- 
lowed ; For afcer hee had laboured 
much to animate the army diſconſo- 
late and diſmayed with the former | 
newes , ſpending his ſpirits too 
prodigally , f-]| into a Calentura or 
malignant fcaner ,and being youth- 
full and full « fblood, the maligvity 
of che malaCy encreaGing | his 1vfe 
was vtterly diſpayred 3 ard finally 
receiuing the Sacraments, cf the Pa- 
triarch of Hieruſalem hes gaue vp 


\ 
\ 
h 


September, 
It can not. bee told w hat exprel- 


- 
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16s of mourning there was through 
the whole Caimpe., and but for that 
the Body was to bee conueyed by his 
Fceinds into- 7huringa, neuer gene- 
rall had been more honorably enrer= | 
redby the Emperour and the Army, 
then hee : howſocuer they ſpared it 
A0t,ina marſhall manner to condole 
with his Hear(e,ſoclong as they had 
him preſent in that ſort. When the 
Nevves of this vntymely death was 
brought voto Thuringa , the former 
Polt was permitted ro deliuer his 
letters from the Prince vnto the 
Dautcheſse his Spouſe , written with 


- his owne hand , immediatly before - 


his infirmity , which they all ſup- 
poſed would bee a good difpolition . 
to prepare her azainſt rhe laſt en- 
counter, that ſhould bee giuen her of 
his certaine deparrure our of this 
world; which ſheread and tooke 
as diſcreecly as was to be expected - 
From her ; But thenall the care was 
taken thar poſſibly could bee , how 
ro breake the latter tydings vata 


beclog. 


- — — co coo_ a—_— -* Ges - wy way — 


tender and affeRionate to her Lord, 


Wherefore by common conſent. 


of che Peeres of the Land and Coun«- 
cell of Eſtare ; it was reſolued the. 


old Dutcheſse Sophia, the Prince his. 
Mor her,ſhould warily and difcreetly . 


acquaint her with it; For they ve- 


rily feared, that if the came to the. 
knowledge thereof by any other . 


wayes abruptly and of a ſaddaine » 
ſome great inconueniencies at leaſt, 


would enſue thereof. Sophia for 
the. preſent, likea wife anddiſcreete. 


Matron, having as well as ſhe might 


diſgeſted her proper (orrow, for the. 


lofle of ſoc hopefull a Prince her 
ſonne, taken her faireſt occaſion, 


and the beſt opportunity ſhe could, 
 asis were , vpon an ordinary Viſit, 
went to (cc her at her Caſtle, where-- 


{he lyued a Vyduall and retired lyfe 
in the abſence of her Huſband, ha- 


ning lately read and receiued the laſt - 


Tydings as{he rooke it, from her 


never ſufficiently honouce Spouſe. 


and Lord; And having ſaluted her 


according to cuſtome ; ſhe cheares 
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Pierced through the heart with the | 


,182 THE-HISTORY"” 
ally (pake to her in this ſorr, 
Mm i heare you have heard 
from my {ontie your huſband ; if 
ſoe ; how fares hee I pray : Ful well 
I hop © ( ſayd ſhe ) And ſoe doe 1, 
fp che Dutchelle ſtraight, Why 
Madam , an(weared EliTbeth : and 
is hee "Ty ſoone taken prilonner, and 
his perſon in ſafetie , it it bee loe, 
Lady Mother , by Gods grace and. 
the bounty of his fremds , hee ſhall 
ſoone bce ranſomed againe, Hee is 
taken indeed Deare Daughter, 
( replyed ſhe againe, ) nor as you 
Imagine, Captined by his enemves, 
but ledin rryum; h by the hands ot. 
Angells , to the heavenly Hieruſa-. 
lem ; lo ha ppy an iſſue his voyage. 
"Wh nad, as that inlteed of a ter- 
renand earthly land , bur Holy in 
name one!y and meere denomina-. 


tion; hee hath made a conquelt of 


the heauenly Countrey, r1cceleſtiall 


Hieruſalem, tie true Holy land 
indeed, 


Whereat the Princeſſe was truly, 


P —_ 


ſorrow of Sorrow , and wringing - 


hec woefull hands , wept molt 


birrecly , till recoucring her ſelf 
againe, ſhe ſayed : And if iny Brother 
bee dead, I heere doe promiſe hence 
forth todys to my ef , and to the 
world, with all its yanitves. Soe 
great and incenſe. her ſorrow was, 
and ſoc.deepe fighs and {obbs ſhe 


ferched from the center of her heart, 


as there was none able to co; Ws | 


her, they being all now - likewiſe 
nighdro! vneintearcs, as well as 
ſhe, to bchould her mourning; 


And the calamity w uch but now 


ſeemed vniuerſall, tor the lollc of a 
Pcince', a Patron, anda common 
Fachec of his Country ; in a moment 


is turned intoa priuace condolement, 


and tender compaſſion on a delolate 


Priincelſſe, 
Thus alas, the dole{ull Widow 


was allayled wich the batterves of 


a hard difalter , which ha 1 been 
able ro have made her onſtant 
mynd, ro have ſurrendered to impa- 


ch = ———” ea —-— 
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cience , had nor the Cizradell of her . 


i af bi 
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heart been welt fortifyed before 
hand with moſt noble and heroicall 
reſolutions and well practized 
with the mortifications of ſelf-loue. 
and her proper inrereſt , and abone 
all preuented with peculiar favours 
from heauen, the Holy Ghoſt reuca- 
ling to her what crofſes and tri- 
bulations ſhe yvas to ſuffer heere- 
after; and how this was bur only 
a Preludium of the reſt : and there- 
fore it behoned her to buckle her 
ſelf for them , and to bee armed 
with the compleate harneſle of 
Fortitude againſt the volleys of 
misfortunes which our Lord would 
ſend her, for her greater Crowne, 
according to the meaſure of her 
patience, From which ryme , the 
Rovall Princelle offered her ſclf 
to ſuffer whatſocuer fortune , or - 
to lay better , the execution of the 
divine Will, could avy wayes pore 
vpon her, Thus ir pleaſed the Al- 
mightie to contfort his pore diſtreſ- 
ſed Servant in the midſt of her 
greater . calamityes, Whereby ihe 


OP-S. ELTZAB. 7:b.77. 185-Cha.g}. 
was now growen a Lyoneſle, as it | 
were, even daring fortune her ſelf 

to doe her worlt. | 


How HENRT BROTHER 
to the deceaſed Lanigraue V/urped . 
the Dukedome : and erefted | 
Elizabeth and her Chil= 
dren from al theie 
right. 


# 


CH AP. III. 


| A Lthough che affeRions and 11 
A diſpoſicions , yea the rancour. 
and enuy of the freinds and Kin- . 
dred of the decealed Prince Lewes, 
and of al the Nobles and Peeres of - 
that ſtare, had been ener poyſonous. 
and malicious , and were growne 
inueterate in them, againſt the royal 
and molt vertuous Princefle Zl:Ia- 
beth, yet during the Lantgraues life, 
they were but bed vp,as fireinthe. 
aſhes, nor eyer durſt they ſomuchag 
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ler them appeare, for the cxtraordt- 
pary loue and reſpect the Prince did 
beare to Fl;{aberh, But hee was no 
ſooner departed this tranſitoty life 
beyond alexpectation , being yet in 
the flowre of his youth ; but the fre 
of their indignation , rancour, and 
enuy , againſt the innocent Lady 
brake forch,and now they el beg; n- 
ne mainely to oppole & to ſet them- 
ſelues againſt her, To this was ad- 
de a greedy , and moſt vnſatiablcap- 
petite,and thirſt of rule, in Henry the 
Brother of Tewys, egoed and ſet on 
by tne wicked and malefiolous ſac- 
tion , diametrically oppoſit ro the 
weale and proſperity of the deſolate 
Widow and her princely iſſue. Who 
ruling;they thought they ſhould nor 
bee able to beare ſuch ſway in the 
gourrnement as they ambitiouſly de- 
fired. There wanted not reaſons to 
aduance the buſines,alleadging thar 
Herman the vndoubted hcyre was 
yet an Infant,and the Mother Reget 
vnfic for gouernement, The ſtare 
ſtood in neede of an able Goucrnour | 
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for yeares diſcretion , and mature 
indgmec, That Henry was amply en- 
dowed with al theſe., & the neereſt 
of blood, and conſequently by al rea- 
ſon hee ſhould mount inro the 
Tarone, ar leaſt til the Infant were 
come to perfect, age to bee ableto 
{way the ſcepter himſelf, Beſides, 
that hee was apt for chiualcy , and 
wel trayned in arines, whereby hee 
mipht be able to defend his Coun- 
trey at leaſt, if not to augment and 
propagate tie ſame, and was every 
Way a compleat Prince to comply 
with the gouernement, and to giue 
contentment to al, 

Tacy Jaboured ſo cffeRually in the 
buſines, as what with their reaſons, 
and other more powertul meanes 
whichthey wrought, they brought 
it to palle : and Henry was inueſted 
wich the Princely robes , and ador- 
ned with che markes oi the Signory 
of that ſtate,and proclaymed Goner- 
nour of Turing/4. Bzing then t1us eſta- 
bliſhed in the gonernement: rhe firſt 
thing hee did, of conſequence after 
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the ſame, to giue the World more 
plainely to vnderſtand, the it aJec- 
tion he had towards the: Princefle 
EliTabeth and her iſſue, and ro-do a. 
thing moſt grateful as hee tooke it, 
to: his complices and abetters who 
had promoted himtoit , was to ex- 
pel her from her Caftle oc Pallace,. 
where ſhe innocently lined a priua- 
re and retyred life , by reaſon of 
mournirg for her Princely and loyal 
huſband , with all her mayds and 
Damozells about her , without any 
furnicure, prouifion, or necelfaryes 
toliue, and ro maintayne her family, 
orſoe muchas food to ſuſtayne na= 
ture with , commaunding belides, 
all thoſe of the village by, that none 
{hou!d harbour or receive her into 
theirhowles, tothe end , the Sonb= 
ics beholding her reducedto that 
, miſerable eſtate , might neuer in» 
termedle or once goe about to re- 
ſtore her againe into her Princi- | 
pallity , vniuſtly. vſ{urped by him, 
| or to vindicate the Infants wrongs, | 
whoby all good men, were .held 
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molt tyrannically and inurioully — 
dealt with. - | 

But'then , what did El:{beth the 
while, the noble Iniutatrelle of the 
Apoltles , deſeruing well the purple 
of Martyrs 2 She bare her (elf with 
an incredible and: moſt prodigious 
patience , farre tranſcending the 
power of nature , wholy heauenly 
and aboue all nature. For 1n her 
hart was no reuenge {oe much as 
imagined, much lefle intended ar 
harboured ; in her mouth noe word 
.of impatience , or any interiection 
that might ay wayes ſeeme to ex- 
prefle the ſame ; for how could it 
bee, where there was noe ſpleene? 
And for her outward geſtures they 
were all ſoe compoſed , as ſhe had 
beene in the greateſt tranquilicy that 
might bee, 

She murnuured not , ſhe com- 
playned nor, for .being ſoe iniu- 
riouſly put fort of her chamber, 
and Royall bed, ro ſeeke her lodging 
on bare boavds againſt all reaſon and 


juſtice, Bur zacher inwardly reioyced 
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to ſee her (elf , ſoe ill entreated and 
ſoc litlereſpcRed, for that in truth 
her whole hartand confidence was 


Placed in God , and'ſoe went ſhe 
_ away , fayirg'with Bas the heathen 


Philoſopher :-Lo , 1 carry what 
| ſocuer I have along with mee. She 


. *Carryed indeed noe tranſitory things 


'of thisworld about her, but others 
-much better , and not on her back, 


-buit all in ker mind , which conid 


'not bee vſurped or taken from hee, 

Being thus driucn out of her owne 
howlſe,the went to the rowne in the 
botome of the Caſtle hill, where ſhe 
centred in with her Mayds that were 
with her into a common Inne; ſome 
ſay into rhe cottage of a poore wo- 
man, whereſhe rcmayned til mid- 
night, when the Fryars of $.Fraunch, 
begantorivg ro Mattins, and then 
went to the Monaſtery , at that 
hower ofthenight, and findivg the 
doores open , entred 1pto «the 
Church , -where ſhe humbly be- 
ſought the Fryars they would pleaſe 
to livg Te Dewm with-much ſolems= 
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nity for her , in token how ioyous 
and ful of conſolation ſhe. was in her 


ſelf for this firſt encounter of fortune 


Comforcing her (elf with that of the 
Apoltle writing to the x omans, whe- 
re hee ſayd, Hee comforted hmm{elfe and 
gloryed mn hu tribulations, and gaue infi- 
nite thanks to God for them, From 
that tyme forward ſhe edeauoured 
by al meanes poſlibleto procure her 
ſelf a roome or lodging of her owne, 
where ſhe might freely liue by her 
{c]f, and not depend of others, Bur 
thoſe of the towne for feare of Zen 
ry and his Complices , durſt not af- 
ford her any,fomuchas the meaneſt 
Houel, and thereforg the was fayne 
for want of a hole to put her head in, 
to remayne in the Church of the 
fore ſaid Monaſtery al that day fol- 
lowing ynto the Evening - which 
being come,her greife, andaftliction 
was augmented the more , for thar 
Henry her Brother in. Law, to bee 
more free in the gouernement of 


the State, caſt forthof the Caltle al= 


ſo the Infant Herman, Heyre appar 
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rant , with his two little Siſters, 


.whom now ſhe beholds-to deſcend 
downe the hil , ro come to their 


Mother , in the Monaſtery where 


ſhe was, for as yet ſhe had no other 


dwelling , bur the Church porch, 
whom notwithftanding ſhe recet- 
ued with a magnanimous & vndatt- 
ted courage, though otherwiſe ſhe 
could not chooſe but renderly-weepe 
to ſeethoſe Innoce:s ſo inferfible of 
their eſtate , as to ſmile vpon her, 
amid(t their greateſt diſaſters, reioy- 
cing ro doubt to haue ſo recouered 
their Mother, whoſe litle abſence the 
while , had beene a bitter pil voto 
them. Ah litle Babes ( ſhe ſayed ) lit- 
tle do you Know the wrezthed ſtate 
you are in ,-and where to lodge you 
(alas) this night, I know not;poore 
harts where are your delicate and 


{oft Couches , where are now your 


attendants. Nay where is anymea- 
te ro put into your mouths 2 The 
Foxes haue holes to harbour in, the 
Birds have plumage of their owne 


to keepe them yarme , and when 
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of 


their yong lye gaping in theirnelts 


For foode, their damme is at hand to 


afford it them ,' your only lictle In- 
fants more vnhappy in this, then 


Birds and Beaſts, haue not amorſcl 


to put into your mouths, and-yer 


you ſmile ypon mee , and ſoone'l 
feare wilcry as faſt , when I haue it 
[Not to gaue you, 


Whereypon to lodge and repoſe 
her Children , ſhe repayred ro the 


howſe of a certaine Clerke , who 
-poorely entertayned herinaroome, 
without hangings, money, or fur- 


niture, or any thing to cate, Where 
ſhe remayned for certaine daycs 
moſt incommodiously, and in great 
miſery;partly through the ſtraight- 
nes of the place, for her whole fa- 
mily , and partly alſo through the 
great penury of al things there , for 


the ſuſteynance of man. After that 


ſhe remoued her ſelf inco greater 


and more ample roomes , to bee 


able to accommodate her children 


and family the betrer. Bur there 
ſhe remayned notlong, bur ſoone 
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{he found out: that one .commodity 
of a larger .rooine , did bring A 
thouſand diſcommodityes with it: 
for the. Owner of the howſe and 
the inhabitants there, were (ocro(- 
ſe and peeuiſh ro her , as ſhe could 
find no reſt amongſt them bur in- 
finite yexations of euery fide, Whe= 
reforehauing no other helps in that 
place, but whatthe bare walles we- 
te able co afford her,departing thece 
and-bidding them farewel, which 
had AE defended hor and 
hers from the aſperityes of the Win- 
cer, for it was at that tyme , vſing 
theſe.{ſpeaches to the. bare.wallesiI 
thanke you Walles moſt hartily,for 
the a you haue giuen mee 
this while, and would haue binne 
_ gladto haue yeilded as much to the 
Inhabitants, "Had they been as ciuil; 
And ſo not able to find any other 
lodging 10 the whole Towne ; the 
betooke her ſ{elfto her former cots 
tage orlicle eale, 

Thus this great Lady and Prin- 
ceſle EliFabeth in a moment as it 
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of . cminent dignity into the-Abyſle 


of temporal miſeries, and ſhe, who 


the other day harboured thouſands 


of poore, riow pooreher ſelf,could 
find no entertaynement-or harbour 
any.where : She that cheriſhed In- 
fants aud Orphans, was glad her 
felf to.begpe for hers, and to craue 
an Almes from doorce to doore, and 
ſecke-to.her.Enemyes themſclues. 


_ Oh jnſtabilicy of humanthings! and 


which js yet more admirable , who 


could diſcerne jn al this while any 
leaſt ſigne of puſillanimity in her, 


any leaſt wonder , -or murmure 
againſt God or his holie Ordina- 


ion to proceede,, but rather perpe- 


cual. bleflings and benediQtions to 
Now from her; ſaying ever, zleſſed 
bee the Name of God; and with holie 


- Job: Our Lord hath giuen,, and our 


Lord hath taken. away : and a thou- 
ſand ,other iaculatoryes beſides, 
which ſhe howrely ſent vp to hea- 


uen 


2.3 


While .ZI7beth-was yer in this 


5 Chay 


vere, caſt downe from the throne 
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; diltceſſe, there happeneda thing ts 
her which 1 may not let pafſe. She 
going one day alone by her (elf vp6 
{ome occaſion or other, and' be ing 
by the way to crolle ouer a certaine 
durty:or myery Lane, whete was ne 
pallage , bur vpon ſtumps and 
ſtones, placed for (teps here and the= 
re for the purpoſe , and the good 
Lady , ſtanding with her felt-in a 
ſtudy how ſhe ſhould'do' ro-paſle 
ouer, hayuing no ſtaffe to ſuſtaine 
her ſelf withal , in caſe her hart 
{ſhould tayle in the way, nor prati=- 
_ zedinthis kind, having ever beene 
caryedrtilthen , in-coaches-and lie- 
ters. Behould who ſhould ſhe ſee 
on the other (ide, but a certaine'old 
woman whom ſhe knew very wel, 
| being one, whom shee had in her 
| better fortunes exceedingly fauou- 
red with many extraordinary bene- 
firs: this womi likewiſe, as ſhe ima 
gined, ſtood ſtil on the other'fide;as 
pauſing with her ſelf what to do. 
Wherefore they both ſtood awhile 
unmoucable as pinching courtclie 
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who ſhould firſt paſſe oner. The 


| Lady thought for reſpeR ſake ſhe 


had forborne, or through gratitude 
for former courtelies ; but ſhe like 
a Monſter in nature, purpoled a 


worle matter, For the Lady not to 


ſtand ouer long vpon ſuch ceremo- 
nyes aduenturing firſt , being now 


_ 1n-the midf{t of the ſteps trembling 


as {he wear for feare of falling , the 
other more practized in ſuch wayes, 
ſuſteyning her felf with a (taf in her 
hand, met her in the midit , and 
thruſt her dowae into the dirr, and 
hauing ſo donne, went her wayes, 
1ecring and ladghing' at her, Ah 
monſtrous imptery to deale fo with 
an innocent Lady , in the extremity 
of her miſeryes! The holy El:Jaberh 
caine forth of the dirtin ſo fowle a 
plight as you may ghelle : and ha- 
ving wiped her ſelf as wel as ſhe 
might, went on her wayes, and 


tooke the injury ſo patiently, as the 


returned not the leaſt word of dif- 


conrent thereat , bur inwardly 
{niled with the. exceſſive ioy ſhe 
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felr, to ſee'her ſelf ſoe baſely affron- 
ted without cauſe , which-ſhe offe« 
red ypin vnion with al the indignu» 
tyes her Saviour ſuffred at the 
| hands of the Romans & ewes ini the 
how le of Annes, Cayphas » Plats 
and Herod; and for this act, ſh: res .:: 
ceived of her Spouſe incredible fas 
nours,as ſhalimmediatly appeare.. 


EEARHEPR 
THE ESPECI ALL F AVOYRSy 
and ſweete con;o!ations from. God,. 
which Elizabeth had in 
hearing of Maſſe, and 

otherwiſe. | 


GHAP. V% 


He more Zl:iJabeth ſuffered 

the bitter ſtormes of the Sea of 

this world, the greater were the 
fauours ſhe interiourly receiued 
from God. It happened then that 

. EliJabethin the holy ryme of Lear, 
accordivg to her ordinary devotion 


— 
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Fearing Maſle religiouſly on her | 
knees, conſidering the incſtimable 
price, of that molt dreadfull and 
heauenly Sacrifice, and feeling her 
barc by little & litle eoflamed with 
feruent ineditations on that ſubic& 
: fc 11 into chis prolixe Colloquy , Us 
followeth. O then let mee loue © 

thee my deare Spouſe, may I couet * 
thee, deſtre thee, thirſt 'and hungai * 

after thee; may Itaſt, care, and * 

drinkethee, Olweetenes of loue, 

Q loue of {weetenes:; let my foulc * 

feede vpon thee, and my bowells ' 

bej repleniſhed with the ſweete * 

11quor of ti. y. loue ,, that my hart * 

may bee ihebriated therewith. Oh ® 

Charity, my-God, ſweere hony! * 
molt ſweete milke ! moſt delicious * 
food ! Oh ſweetenes ! and ſuauity * 
of ny will, my Loue, andthe defire * 
of my hatt'! Why am I'not wholy * 
enflamed ! wholy burned with the ” 
fire of thy Loue > WEy-am I not ” 
all and wholy transformed. Into © M 
thee through Loue ? Soe as in; mee *? 


there may bee nothing. els but ? 
8” 


Fd 
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>[oue ! Odinine fire ! O heate , O: 
> fire! Why am not wholy conuer- 
> ted Bas: 4 Loue ? Why 1s there. 
> ought els in mee then Lone 2 Why 
2am I not wholy enthraled with- 
» Loue ? Letthy charicy burne in my. 
» hart ; let thy Loue kindle. and 

« flame.in my ſoule!Heere now. with. 

« 2 {miling countenance ſhe cryes. 
 « out. O10y ! Opleaſure! O ſolace! 
« Oh my comfort ! O my Iublley ! 
—_ mee in thy Lone , that [ 
. may learne 1n_. all my interiour 

- ' affay res , to taſt how (weete a. 

pode itis co loue, toliquify ; and. 
_ {wimmeinthy Loge, Ler mec ling 

to thee the Canticles of Loue ! O 

_ good loue , that loueſt moſt per- 

_ feRly! | Oiincreared Loue! O Laing 

_ Love! ! O divine charity ! .O em- 

| bowel 'd dileRtion ! O wholy 

* amiable | O wholy deſirable ! '© 

© molt bleſſed light, fil the moſt in- 

_ timous part of my ſoule and en- 

" kindle the fire of thy conſuming. 

_ Loue j 1n mee, that in me may no- 


" thing remayne but thee, Withthar, 


cc 


cc 


forth agayne, as followeth; . Ah, 
Ah , Ah , my Lord God. Bee 


thou to mice, and 1 ro thee. Oh 
what is this my Lord God, my loue, 


my Sain&-? Taou-all myne ,. and 
I allthine: Lett mee love thee my 
God and my Lord aboueallrhiogs, 
and morethen my ſelf, and ler mee 
not loue my ſelf but for thee, and 
all in thee, Ler mee loue thee with 
all my ſoule., let mee loue thee with 


all my-memory , let mee loue thee 
with all my power and forces, with. 
a moſt ſtreight , feruent, and ſoue- - 


raigne lone, with a loue, not fa- 


miltarto all. 1 will not reſt molt . 
bleſſed Diuinity., and one molt 
louing God, and ſurely 1 ſhall neuer : 
reſt; rill 1 love thee with a moſt 


burning Loue, O let mee enioy 


thee, Ler me cnjovthee, O molt . 


blelled 7r:inity , one God , let mee 


Hauiog (ayed all this within her | 
ſelf, becauſe ſhe was in the open | 
Church, mouirg but her lipps, only»: 


I y 
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ſhe pawſes awhile, and then breaks 
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| as Anna did when ſhe begged: 
Samuel ac the hands of God , which 
proued a Prophet, 6 conſequently 
Seeing God , as all Prophets are ſaid 
to doe; ſhe obtcyned very+{peciall 
praces, and the viſion of ſtrang and. 
myKerious things. For lo, ſhe was 
ſadgainely-raprt into ancextaly, ele« 
uating and rayſing her ſoule and 
vnderſtanding -ſoe- vp to heauen; 
as{heſcemed to be knechog , fixed - 
in the-place, without indgment, or 
operation of the ſenſes, with eyes | 
notwithſtanding as - glued to- the 
Aultar, Till at laſt returning to-hee 
ſelf againe; 7ſentrudeherdearelt and : 
molt faychtfull ſeruant , being con- 
fident of her love and reſpeR 
towards her; preſumed foe farrcas 
to pretſe her much , after many re- 
fulalls, to declare vnto her , whac 
{he had ſeene , while! ſhe- was (oe 
rapt , and alienated in her ſenſes, 
with her eyes faltened on- the 
Aalcar,. To whom at laſt-ſhe an(- 
weatcd , and (aid. O daughter , I 
may nat make any mortall wighg 
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ptiuy to thoſe heauenly ſecrets 
which I ſaw: But this I tel «hee, 
lince thou vrgeſt mee, and+-coniu- 
reſt mee of al lones; that'll was re- 


pleniſhed with wonderful and vos 


peakeable ioy, beholdiog with rhe 
eyes of my mind (luch heauenly my- 
ſteries : and this is al good !/jenirude, 
I-can ſay voto thee in thrs matter, 
1ſentrude. was forced to: relt ſatiſ- 
fied with this anfweare,, though 


her much curioſr y, could hardly: 
brooke the-denial, {o curious are 
mortals of immortal ſecrets; [Bur res - 
folued- if ' ever the like happened 
agayne , she would be ſo refuſed 
ne more. From thence then they 
returned to their poore and molt. 
pityful lodging againe. Where the - 


holy and blcfled E [iXabeth, was fai- 


ne to reſtore nature, with ſuch poo» 


re pirance as She had,after ſoe {tran- 


gean extaly and alicnation of mind; . 


Which though it wrought on:the 
ſoulc, yet was it doubtles laborious 


and toyleſome to the body, to bee - 


ſo-long ſuſpended fron ihe funs: 
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Rions and operations of the powers ; 
thereof, they being {o deare and in- 
dioidual companions during life. , 
But being of a weake conſtitution, 
a litle ſuficed her ; then after refe- 
ction, shedelired to be private, as 
willing coreſt and repolc her ſelf in 
her Chamber with 1/entrude alone. 
And being asl ſaid extreame weary 
with the former _ excelles of the 
mynd , «he layd downe. her head 
on /(entrndes lapp : and ſoe began 
to fall aſleep , and ſoone after to 
weepeas $he ſlept, andihen againe 
to {mile of a ſuddaine , shewing a 
chearefull and ſerene countenance . 
withal, asshe had recciued extraor- 
dinary contentment at ſomewhar 
or other, Anone she would weepe 
againe, and then ſmile , welnigh 
as {oone: and thole alterations and + 
ſtrange viciſcitudes of divers and. 
oppolit feelings:, went and came 
al] that day vneill the cucning , yet : 
ſeemed she oftner to: ſmile then 
weepe, andthen at laſt she vttered 
thele words Teatruely my Lord. foe 
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zt pleaſe thee , toremaine with mee, 


will neuer depart from thee, but (till 


perſeuere to abide with thee for ener. 


When the had once expreſſed theſe - 


words , which !ſentrude dire&ly 


heard . and punQually .obſerued; . 


ſheawaked, nor can it be imagi- 


ned how great was the delire.. 
which 1ſen:rade had to heare the - 
myſterie, and therefore laid foe. 
ſtrange a battery of importunityes - 


azainſt her Ladyes humble reſolu- 


tion, as ſhe was forced to yeild ro. 


her , and to reueale the whole 


paſſage as it was , ſaying in this - 
manner,. I ſaw .the Heauens to - 


open , and our Sauiour 7eſus Chriſt, 
toappeare voto mee , and to come 
fort rhee for my trauayles and tri» 


bularions palt , in whoſe preſence- 
as l ſtood , I was extraordinary. - 
chearefulland glad , but as ſad and 
full of heauynes againe,when hee 
offered to depart and pou away .. 


Ng pre- 


from mee ; whercon. ta 


ſently compaſſion, hee immediat]y.. 
returned againe, and ar laſt, afcer - 
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many alterations in this kind; hee 
ſaid to mee. Tell mee El:iFabeth , wilt 2 
2? *'thou remay ne With mee , 4s I will doe. 
> with thee, Whereto I anſweared- 
theſe wotds you heard mee viter 
euen now. 


FSA = IA >. 
BEFZ AF EZ FEST 5 
'. her Aunt an Abveſt, and then 
her pncle , the Bizhop of 
Bamberg: whoplotred. 
to haue her marryed, 
bit in Yayne. 
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He fame of the calamitous ſta-:- 
re of the Princeſſe El:Fabeth, . 
who as before was famous for San- 
tity , now as remarkable for mi- 
ſery; conteyned not yr ſ(clf withia - 
the bounds of the Territoryes nea« 
reat hand, or the borders of Thu- 
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indcede there was nothing more in 
cuery ones mouth, then the hard dis 
ſafters of ſo noble a -Lady , ſome 
blaming . her fortune , and-{ome - 
were caryed (o farr into paſſione; as 
nigh to murmure at'the Ocdinance 

of God, to fee ſoc-innocent a Lady, 
wichout al-deſerrof. hers, ro fal ſo - 
ſuddainely into-ſo grear an abyſle 
of mileryes,calamities, & afflictiss. 
And others the while, for ſo diners 
are the. humours of-men , ſpared 
not to traducethe innocence and ree - 
ligious limplicity of- the admirable 
Lady , with the- impious aſperfion 
of tooliſh ſtupidicy, For els they 
ſlay , how. ſhould it-bee , that ſhe = 
being the Widow .of ſoc great a » 
Prince, and daughter of ſoe-puil+ >>> 
fant a King , ſhould be foe iniu- 
riouſly.entreated by Prince: Zenry, 
and che Nobles of the land, were © 
{he notaltogether forlorne and de- 
ſicure of freinds coright,her cauſe,” 
ſhe being ſo innocer and her wrong : 
ſo patent to al, Thus diuctſe accor- 


ding. co their fancyes ſhot theis 
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_ ___ bolts, bur fewſewiſeand verſed in- 
ſpiritualchings, as to hir aright, or 
ro. meaſure the drift or (cope of the. 
eternal Ordination herein, to diſpo- 
ſe al to his glory and her greacer- 
crowne , throughthe exctcize of ſo 
Heroical a yettue as her invincible 
Patience was , in al theſe things, 
Sauc only an Aunt ſhe had, being - 
Siſter tro her Mother, ard Lady Ab» 
befle ofa famous Monaſtery in tho» - 
ſe parts, who hearing of the ſa» 
uage viages and proceedings 
with her Neece , framing a farr_ 
bigher conceipt of her deſerts, then 
the ordinary ſort could dive into: 
Partly moned with the reſpeRt of - 
blood., partly out of charity , and 
partly alſo for the rumour of . her 
ſanity , which amidd all her 
aduerſityes and contradictions 
more and more dilated it ſelf , in 
tie opinion of the beſt iadgments, 
and all ſuch indeed as were nor 
caryed away. with ignorance or - 
finitter paſſions. This Aunt of | 
hers , tooke. ſuch - order , what - 
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with her louing inuitementcs , and. 
what with che meanes ſhe contri- 
ucd to bring her to her, which. 
wanted no Jifhcultyes, by reaſon 
of.. her. great neceſlityes , that ſhe. 
and all her Mayds , having taken- 
in the meane tyme the beſt order 
for, the children that might bees 
were brought to the Grate of the 
Monaſtery , humbly :atrending the 
good plealure of her Aunt there 
ready to expect her: Where who 
could exprelle the tendernes that 
paſſed betweene them, The Abbelle 
was much moned in ſecipg_-her 
Neece (oe poorely clad and accom 


modared for all things , conſide- 


ring the diameter 'of both her for- 
runes. That foe great a Lady, foe 
delicate , and highly diſcended, 
ſhould in ſo ſhort a tyme bee. 
brought into ſuch extreamity, 
When hauing mutually ſaluted 
each other as became then , and 
falne vpon many vertuous., ſpi- 
rituall, and diuine diſcourſes, they 
gaue no place to . murmures or. 
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j] complaints at al: whether it were 
that EliJabeth was vowilling ro be 
drawne vnto them; or the Abbeſle 
not willing to renew the ſoares of 
her Neeces forrowes :- The Abel. 
ſe differring thoſe matters rather to 
ſome conference more at leyſure 
with 7/entrude, whom ſhe nored to 
be greaceſt-in her Ladyes fauour, 
And haning now ar laſt wel vnder- 
ſtood her cauſe, ſhe knew the ber- 
ter how to apply comforts in the 
reſt of her diſcourſe with her, 
which ſhe did molt aptly indeed : in 
hamouring the affect of voluntary 
Pouerty in. her,.yet tempering the 
fame with the: wil: to recoucr her 
right againe, tobecableto make a 
Jarger and freer donation of 4; hat 
ſhe had to the benefit of the poore, 
rather then by ſucha general renun- 
Ciation , mixt with a kind of yiolene 
compaſſion to ſuffer her meanes ſo 
filently co remayne inthe hands: of 
inturious Extortioners , greatly to 
the detriment of the poore, whom 
ſhe defired to releiue fo much; 1o rex 
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ferring the innocence of her cauſe 
ro the latter day. Waerefore ſhe 
aduiſed her to repayre as ſoone as 
might bee to her Vacle the 35hop 
of Bamberg : a' man of prudence, 
charity , and power noedoubt, to 
reſtore her to her Dowry , and Vi- 
duall rights : at leaſt to prouide foe 
forher, as: ſhe mighr bee able to 
maintayne , that poore family of 
her ſelf, Children , and Mayds, 
being the only ambition ſhe ſeemed 
tO ayme at. 

The deſolate Widow was ſom- 
what reuived heerewith , and 
yeilding many thanks ro her Aunt, 
for her graue and difcreete coun- 
cells, promiſed immediately. ro 
put them in pracize with alt 
ſpeede. And ſoe taking their leaues 
of cither part with ſuch affiftance 
as the Lady Abbcſle could giue her, 
and very efficacious letters to the 
ſaid B:5hop, ſhe went to Bamberg. 

Where being come, the Bithop 


was aduertized thereof, whocould 
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and read the letters from his Siſter 
her Aunt , which ſhe ſent him bes» 
fore ſhe came into his preſenee. The 
Biſhop , good man , could by no 
meanes bold from weeping , at the 
lighr and reading of them \, much. 
tefle when they met, which moued 
the harts of al the Clergy about 
him , confidcring the ſtrangnes 
and rarenes,of the accidents of this. 
poore Lady, When appointing a 
Lodging neere his pallace , for her 
and hers, they had good commodi- 
ty-romeete often, and toconferr of 
matters concerning her weale, and 
xecouery of her dowry; and if it we - 
re poſſible , which hee protected, 

_ and jhe maynely reliſted, to reſtore 
her againe to hereſtate as amply as 
ever, Which deſigne of his by de- 
orecs tooke ſo great: impreſſion in 
him, as hee nor onely apprehended 
It poſliblc to take effe&t, but as it 
happens in ſuch caſes , hls; tina: 
manner as done already. So as no- 
ting his Neece to bee young and. 


| beautyfull he began to plot with 
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himſelf, how tO marry her honou- ey 


ex || -rably, aſecondrtyme, andre match 

* her in ſome potent family to ſtreng- 

3 || then her cauſe, the more eaſily to 

o purchaſe her right. And therevpon 

hs till he were better, and more*fully 

h relolued thereof , what-Prince ſhe 

-d | might be eſpeuſed vnto, and how 

1t todeale in the matter, he ſenther, 

es || with her humble trayne to a cer= 

is. | taine Caſtle of his , to be accom- 

2 modated with all things fit for | 
r her Calling ; at leaſt what was ne- 
RN ceſſary for her in chat eſtate, till ſhe 
of ag bee better prouided, .as oc- 4 
d caſion ſerued. | 
* The innocent Lady her ſclf -was ; 
], nothing:aware of al theſe plots and 
e | workings in.her 'Vacles head, as ] 
” being a matterſheleaſt dreamed of, 
e. ſo farrſhe was from fauouring ye 
n in the. leaſt , or giuing any way | F 
4 thereunto. Howbeit her M3yds | 
it [ſome way or other, (who knowes) 

2 [had gor ſome knowledge of the 

" | Biſhops intent. And being privy 

d [to their Ladycs moſt chaſt purpoſe, | 
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and little lefle then a ſetled Vow, 
and.partly icalous. of their owne, 
leaſt their Ladyes reſolutions once 
beivg violated, theirs might ſuffer 
wrack , and they likwiſe be draw- 
ne. ſome way.or .other to embrace 
the coniugal ſtate , notwithſtan- 
ding their Vowes of Chaſtity; beca- 
me very ſad and anxious , diſcour- 
fing thereof *now andthea ſollici- 
touſly among themſelues , what 
were beſt for them todo to preuent 
the ſame , and whether it were not 
fit to proue their Ladyes conſtancy 
or no, for their betcer ſatisfaction, 
and to giue her notice of the daun=- 
ger ſhe ſtood in;which happily:she 
aduerted not, athing fo farre pers 
haps fro her innocent apprehEſion, 
While they were in this de- 
I: beration with themſelues, El;- 
Kabeth comes in , ſuſpeRing 
nothing leſſe .then that their 
whole diſcourſe -was touching 
her .: bur yer, could cafily per- 
ccive her Maids were -greived 
and perplexed at ſome what ; fas 
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ney al ltaod- looking ON - each 


other , as it they. had ſomething 
ro lay to her , but were not welde- 
termined. who $should -beginne. 
Wherefore , to: breake their filece, 


She thus begianes her ſelf. Mayd- 


ens, what is the matter wich you, 
you are fo troubled inyour mynds? 
for Idiſcerne ſome ſudden change 
amog you. Are wee not welcome 
heere and fairly entreated in our 
Vncles howlſle? Tel mce , Ifay, are 


you not wel v{ed, bach any difcour--- 


tely beene done you ftnce your. co= 
ming hither , or tel mee what is the 
matter with you? When lo, they all 
ſtand looking on 7ſentrude,thereby 
inſinuating as much,as she should 
ſpeake &expreſle their coms greite 
& lay open to her their feares & iea- 
louſtes. Which she did, preſuming of 
the liberty & freedome she had of- 
rengiuen her to bea faittful Admo 


vitrefle to her. 


Tahetcuth is Madam ((ayd she) 
my Siſters are al in a great perple- 


xity about your Ladyship » kalt 
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your Vancles royal cntertaynement 
here might hauc ſome liniſter end, 
ſofarrthey are , from-what' your. 
Ladyſhip miſgaue , of their al via» 
ge, asthat fromthe contrary they 
gather aworſeconcluſion, Madam 
ina word they feare leaſt your Vn- 
cle intends to aſſault your noble re= 
ſolutions of vidual chaſtity, and goe 
abour to plot and contrive how to 
violate the ſame by atender of ſome 
honourable match to your Lady 
Ship, which in reaſon he may thin- 
ke you cannot refuſe , your ſtare 
and condition being ſuch, for your 
preſent temporalities as they are. 
'This Madam was the argument of 
their diſcourſe, and theſe their fea- 
res , grounded on the tendernes 
they haue of the honour of your 
Ladyship,and ſomewhat to of their 
own imbecilities who reſt ſo much 
on the rock of your conſtancy 
Which cauſeleſlc jcalouſies, as I ſup- 
poſe, I have been labouring to ſup=- 

' plant and roote out of their harts. 


Butone word adadam » from your 
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ſelf , wil effe&t more then al the 
d, | reaſons 1 am able to alleadge 


ut. }| againſt che ſame. 

[a- To which Zl:;Jabeth with achea- »> 
© | refuland ferenecountenance, ſmi-'= 
mn | bog , fayd. Take you no caremy * 
= daughters ; nor trouble your ſelues » 


any more about this matter, Itruſt » 
in the dinine protetion for my » 
part , that wes what Ipromiſed 5» 

inthe life of my honoured Lord, 1 = 
dy {hal performe and accompliſh pun- » 
wee Rually eu after his death, likewiſe »» 
ate Þ totheendof my life. And though » 
it ſhould fal eut , that1 were preſt -» 
- | by any authority or commaund »» 

: of | whatſoever , or otherwiſe were 


Fear menaced by power,or were allared - 

nes | with al che flatreryes of freind- » 

was ſhip wharſocuer; T ſhal neuer ſuffer » 
eit 


my ſelf ro be drawne from that » 
man » whom not for man I took »» 
but for the holy Sacrament of Ma- «» 
trimony, Nor do I feare a whit, 
what force can do againſt mee, » 
ſince Jet them vſe what violence » 
thcy can , yet{til I ſhal rereyneen- » 
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tireche liberty of my free will, and 
{hall ſhew.my (elf ro. bee ſuch a 

Miſtreſse of my ſelf, as 1 ſtall 
neuver-yeild conſent vera, bur 
ſooner -disfigure .my ſelfe for a 
laſt rcfage. 

With theſe her ns , and 
hexoicall-yords, her Mayds were 
yell ſatisfied , and Efied And 
the Venerable B:shop who as yet 
had done nothing in the matter, but 
only reuolued the thing 1n mynd, : 
hauing religiouſly commended 
the affayre to God, being .moued 
and touched by the divine ſpirit, 
let fall his deſignes , and defiſted 
of himſelfe from the enterpriſe, 
withour having euer made the 
leaſt intimation thereof to any, 
Giuing order , that El:Rabeth might 
Atay tnere where ſhe was, as long 
as ſhe would , and be left. free 
todiſpole of her {clf, or __ week] 

| foeucr {he pleaſed. 
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PXISARREP: 


HOW T HA B On of 
Prince LewysS Was brought out 
of Sicily into Germany 
to bee buryed, 


Cnazr VII. 


T T hath beene ever the manner 
A of great Princes dying forth 
of their -Counttyes, to have their 
bodyes tranſported to ſome honou- 
rable place or-other to reſt with 
their Aunceſtors in peace : and 
beſides . to be caryed with [great 
pomp -in their funerall folem- 
nityes, cfpecially men of more emi- 
nent note. Hence it was that the 
nopefull Prince Tewys dying in 


| forrayne parts , and in ſoe Noble 
Jan Afcmbly of Princes and 
Lords ,, in company of the 
| Emperour himſelfe , gathe- 


red together 'fiom all parts 
K 2 


Cha. 220 THE HISTORY 


of Chriſtendome.: I may fay 1n- 
deed the” flower of | Europe ac that 
tyme ; Yer the deſolace Fretnds 
of the deceaſed Prince would 
by no. meanes yeild his corps 
ſhould remayne behinde, and that 
his owne natiue Country , and na= 
turall Cicizens ſhould be depriued 
of his boaes , whole life -they 
had lent for the Chriſtian Cauſe: 
and where they could not haue 
him alive , ſhould likewiſe bee 
diſpoyled of ſo deare a pledgeand 
precious depoſitum being dead, 
Wherefore the deuotions. and gra- 
reful offices of al, being now ati: 
tyed , rhoſe noble Gentlemen of 
the Prince his Family , who had 
accompanyed him thicher , and 
who in this had accompliſhed 
thcic promiſe to the letter, in fol- 
lowing him to death : and who 
moreouer were better then their 
words, in pot leauing him af- 
ter death : diſpoſed themfclues 
ro order the conueying of his 
hcacſe, into their owne Country 1n 
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1. | hebeſt equipage they could. 
Sat | The body then being taken 
out of the romb 2- wherein it lay; 


I and- the fleſh conſumed by ſuch 
AIRES artificious meanes as they vſed , by 
Ute the diligence, .of the moſt expert 
PEE therein. , they tooke the bones 
nd and. enclofed them chatily , in 
choy a certaine Cheſt , or pretious 
_ Caſket, and being attended for 
FRE a: 200d ſpace by a world of Prin- 
| bee (ES » Dukes , and Marqueſles, 
Re 3 and of. Counts, Barons , and 


om: Shal order ,, they. went with Ent 
Bo. genes folded xp together with a 

ys” doleful- and diſmal ſound of 
_s [0 mins , al clothed: in black, 
4 joy” and .other warlike inſtrumeurs 
edi” like fort, . Thus went they on 
ſn -20odly order to a certayne 
place appoimed , where they were 
olemnely met with , by other 
Princes and Gentlemen of the 
ountt yes they palled thorough, 
vaere the Marshal troups too- 
e their leaues in wariike, wiſe 

K.3 


in fol- 
| who 
x their 
im af- 
Melues 


of his 
ncry 1n 


Koights without number, in mar-_ 
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And foe went on through Vil- 
lages and townes , and where- 
ſocuer they came , were freſhly- 
encountred with ney#. companyes 
fucceeding by turnes , and all 


with lamentable expreſhons of 


dolour for the lofle of foe Noble 


a Prince, theic ſorrowes being re- 


newed afreſh wich the preſence of 
the Corps. 

Thus every day- they carryed 
the body , going in manner of 
Proceſſion , depoſing it in ſoms 
Chuich ac nighe,or els in a Monal- 
tery , cauſing Malſlles , Dirges, 
and other ſuffrages to be fied 
for his ſoule , offering vp many 
Gifts and donaryes:..,to. euery 
Church , where, th&Ofhces anc 
Rites were verforith a, as Tapers 
Herle-cloths:, and Blacks, In thi: 
goodlyrder. they marched into 
Francontr,and when they arriuec 
at: Bamberg , the Biſhop of that 
Church came forth in Proceſſion 
ta mecte the Body , hanivg giuer 


y 
aied 


many 
euery 


CS And 


apers, 


[n this 
d intd 
1Friuel 


{ that 
ceſlion 


I g1uch 
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order before, that all che Nobility, 
Knights, and Gentlemen there, 
ſhould. accompany the woefall 
El:iFabeth with her deſolate and 
truly diſconſolate Trayne , giving 
in charge eſpecially that' ſome few 


KB of the choycer ſort, ſhould bee 


allwayes at hand wita the forow- 
Fall Widow-ro comfort and ſus 
ſtayne her, as neede ſhould require, 
which they did, 

Ac laſt th: Seruant of God came 


forth with her Mayds in mourning 


weedes, with minds more fable, 
and moarning farre, then that cous 
lour could expreſle, yet jhe bare her 
ſelf moſt diſcreetly: in that aſſem- 
bly, in bridling ſoe the corrent of 
her teares:, for the preſent ;. as 


euery. one. indged , meaſuring 


tae cauſe., the great and ablojute 


commaund ſhe had ouer her paſ- 
bons , and what ſhe powerfully 
reſtreined in her ſelf , they as pro- 
digally ſhowred forth for her- 
ſake ,. ſoe-as hardly belides her: 


K. 4: 
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owne, were ſcene , any cheekes. 
vawatered , and ſome with the 
eyes 1a teares tothe brimime, 

But then entering with the 
Corps. into the Church , cſpe- 
cially when the Hearſe was vn- 
couered , and the Caskeet of 
the bones ſct- open to farisfte her 
requclt , the Cararacts of her 
eyes , foe violently kept: in and 
reltrayned bcfore , built forth 
apaioſt her will, who fayne 
would have moderated the ſame, 
but the great excelle of her affce 
Gtion to the Prince, at that. tyme 
got the vpper hand, and cruelly 
tirannized her poore hart ;: Which 
the people (ceing, excufing her, bla- 
med che indifcreti6s of thoſe about 
her”, in giuing ſuch way to the 
apening ofthe ſhrine : bur in truth, 
her former demeanour and tem- 

| per ſhe ſhewed , was cauſe of 
_ the ſcope and liberty. they gauc 
| her at her requeſt, 
Which ſhe perceiuing , and. ſhe- 
wing the ſoucraignety ſhe had of 
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her paſſions, as before 'gining a 


check as it were to her naturall 


propenſion , was preſent}y: com- 


poled and ſerene as if noe ſuch. 
matter had been... And changing. 


the Key of her. former dolou- 
rous expreſſions, into a. more 
greatecfa]l and plealing note; She 
rendred thanks to the heauenly 
Fatner., that ſince ir had plea- 


ſed his. divine Maicfty--to- diſpoſe 
{oe of her. honourable huſband, . 


to take him thus: into. his hea« 
nenly.” Tabcrnacles , foe ſealo- 


nably for himflt , being ready. 
for. him .;-though moſt. ipportus- 
nely.for her, and the_- whole 
world , and that: ſhe could not. 
any langer enioy Ivin.aline , he. 


had vouchiafed thus to :doe her - 


the -fauour b«fore cher death to 


afordher the neanes to- kite and. 


embrace his honoured bones, who 
in ſoe-ho!y anenterprile had given 


vp his life co his honour, and in. 


his. quarr ell. 


The body ». by reaſon of the. 
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ſatisfied her co the full, bur with 


oreater ſolemnityes here vſed, in 
reſpe& of the. B:5hop allyed , and 
the preſence of- the. woefull 
W:dow her ſelf; made a longer 
abode there chan in any ,other 
ation on the way. Whereby the 
Princeſle: El;Jabeth , had good 
leyſure:to condole with the Lords 
who caine our of - Sly with the 
body,and they wither, When after 
acomperent t yme affoarded them, 


for fad repetitions of old matters, 


ſuch as dolorous Widows are apt 
to find out concerning the licknes, 
of her honoured Lord , the man- 
ners , . and hoiy he dyed , what 
ment 10n he made. of her , and 
his ch ildren-, and a thouſand the 
like , and eſpecially. of his laſt 
words ; in which queſtions they: 


a thouſand interruptions the while 
co put- her oft;, for-feare of ag- 
grauatlng - _ renewing her 


greite, At laſt when $he. ſaw 
they were willing Loe- longer to 
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mainteyne th.t- diſcovrſe with 


her , wihch by her good will she 


would neuer haue ended ; She 


craued their patience to heare the 
Dparration of: her own ſtory , fince 


the death of her deceaſed Lord : 


vofolding to them wihour ary- 
| acerbity of ſpeach , that jt had 


pleaſed God for her linnes to- diſ- 
polleſſe her of -her eſtate , being 


by her aducrſaryes turned out of 
doores , and v'terly {liiprt and. 
diſpoyled of all she bad, foc that 
| $9C , her children , and Mayds, 


vere forced ro Legg : ti]] it pleae 


| ſed the honourable Abbcfle her 
Aunt , and her Vncle the Vene- 
rable 3:5hop of this place, to ſend 
for her, and to accommodate her - 


as they found her. 
While the 1Tady continued 


| her diſcourſe , and "before sFe 


could fully finich her fad rar- 


ration , ard cloſe vp the tragicall 


Cataſtrophe , the Noble Gen- 


tlemen , . being now. already ; 
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enflamed with choler , and with 


high indignation againſt the Prince 


aud his-adherents , had inſtantly 
voived the ruine of her Aduer- 
faryes, had not the Princeſle her: 
ſelf, fearing ſome great. diſa- 
fire might follow. thereof mirti- 
gated their furyes , eſpecially 
againſt che Prince her Brother in 
Law, by. laying thc fau;t- of- all to 
his wicked .Councellours , wi.om 
{he pretended. not to Kkuow , or 
ac lealt would not difcoucr 10 
them, for feare of further incon= 
uctiences ;z.and finally: exculed tac 
Prince with greenenes of: yeares, 
and too great a facility. to bee 
carryed away w:th linilter Coune 
cells, molt oppoſit as ſhe ſaied 
to his owne ſwecter diſpoſition : 
gaifying to tlxem that all what 
Jlerequired, and he end why ſhe 
made her complaint rathem, was 
but only that they would pleaſe 
t let him ſee his owne errour in 
a (yycete manner, and as faihkull- 
Councellours in deed to pollcile 
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him with ſager.and more whole- 
ſome aduice, affirming "ſhe doub- 
ted not , but the Prince. hearing. 
It from cheir mouths, would g1ue. 
care vnto it , aud from a Lyon 
hecome a Lainb like himſeif., 
tor ſhe cquld not bee otherwiſe 
as of. his good” diſpo-= 
{rion, 

The Lords by this r1yme , were 
growne more temperate , being. 
ſweetely-pacityed with the reaſons. 
and faire deimeanours of rhe. 
Lady ; admiring her Patience and- 
heroicall Vertues , eſpecial:y. in 
foe caly pardoning her. profelſed 
enemyes., and thoſe who had: 
done her ſuch open wrongs , whe- 
rein rather ſhe ſhewed her (elf 
an Euangelicall follower of Chrift, 
then a ſecular Princeſle diſcended- 
from the loynes of Kings , and 
carthly Monatke , more aj t-for 


revenge then pardoning w11uryes. . 


AnJl therevpen they agreed: . 
among themfclues at their arriual 
In 7ur;me«, to-treate veith the 
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Prince in a gentle, and mild man- 
ner , bur yet fully , and wholy gi- 
ue him to vnderſtand his owne er- 
rours, and cruel dealings, And fo. 
ſatisfying the Princeſſe herewith, 
they went on with he bouts: 
ble pledge 'as before , with the 
greateſt pomp, and lolemnity that 
might bee.. 


| DS APN AADPN TOON AO 
bu. HOW THE NOBLEMEN:' 
#5 expoſtulate with Prince Henry, . 
and obteyne w-at they 
deſire, and What Eli-. 
zabeth did the= 
re Vppon.. 


OC wap. 11, 


H E body of Prince Lewy, 
afier many a tedious iour- 

ney » and much difhrul- 
ty vanquiſhed : was at aſt 
brought to 7huringia , and there, 
with magnificent tuneral powps, 


\] ce 
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very ſolemnely buryed, bythe Gen- 
try, and Commons of the land, 
not without very lively expreſſions- 
of much dolour , and extraordi- 
nary ſenſe , and feeling of the 


| Nobility , eſpecially of the beſt 


affteted to the former gouerne- 
ment , and wholy miſliking the 
preſent ſtare of things, togeather. 
wich the vniverſal condolement. 
of al the ſaid Cleryy , and Com- 
moas , and generally of al good 
men , and aboue al of the poore; 
who in his deathhauing Joſt a com» 
mon Parent , and particularly by 
the deſpoliation of El:Jabeth goods 
occaſioned thereby, had been left 
tothe mercy of cxtreame Neceſlity, 
madea lJamentable coplaintthrough 
che whole City, and-Countrey the- 
reabouts,deploring their miſerable 
and wretched ſtate, and nar (paring 
19 the birternes of their anguiſhes ro 
let fal murmures, and bitter words 
againſt the new Prince , and his 
mercyleſle dealing with Zl;{aberh 
their tender Mother, . M 
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Wherevpon the Barons and, 
Knights af ofaid and {oine other. 
of the cheifeſt note among (t rhem 
with one accord aſſembled them- 
ſelucs in. a. mild. and peaceable- 
manner , to. negotiate with the 
Prince touching the common 
agorecuance of al , through his. 
Bragg vfurpation as. the Princelle. 
EliItheths right , and taat of her 
Children; and eſpecialy foc his 
innumane and fauage procee- 
dings with her, agaiolt al rigle, 
equity , and Lawes, both humane 
aQayd diaine, The principal amovg(t 
theſe freinds of- EliJabeth , were 
Rodolph , Ludolph , Harumg, and 
Gualter ; wao finding a faire. 
occalion and opportunity ,. weut- 
confidently to the Prince, where. 
Rodolph as-the cheifc(t of them, . 
and the belt ſpoken, after the ac- 
cuſtomed "Pics ink vicd , ſayed 
thus vnto kim. | 
May it pleaſe your Bvctllenge, 
whar Gaiſter £, tame 1s tl:is , which 
fince our attiual hicher , hath 
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landed in our cares. Are theſe the 


* Eourtelies and thanks you yeild 


to: your. deceaſed Brother , that. 
molt renowned Prince of happy 
memory ; ſo to thruſt his Spouſe 
and moſt innocent Children out 


of al , and force them to go from. 


doore to doore? Oh vnhappy man, 
a blot & dishonour to your howſe, 
ro-commit ſofowlea fat: (1 ay). 
ſo fowle, which fo. long as 'you 
live $hal live, with you, and after 
your death $hal bee an endlefſe and 
perpetual obloquy to you , and 
even wound: your: conſcience for 
eucr as wel in this worldasin the 
next, Do you beginne thus young 


ſo inturiouſly to Violate al Eawes, 
both Ciuil, Moral, and Natura), 


and perticularly the Lawes of Chri= 
ftian Charity , and common hoſ- 
pitality?- Tel meelI pray by the im- 


mortal God who ſces. and beholds. 


al things: whatcould: a filly Wo- 


man ful of peace and piety. offend. 
you, that ſo againſt al juſtice and, 


weht of Nature , without any: 


ws — 
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cauſeatal , you ſhould thruſt her 
out of al her Goods, and not con- 
tenced therewirh-, deale ſo inhwu- 
manely with thoſe Princely In« 
nocents, as to engage them alſo, 
ſo yong , and tender , jo the like. 
calamityes with her, Whereas if 
had you no bowels of. Mercy, 
towards your own blood , yet 
might you art leaſt haue had ſome 
compaſſion on the tendernes of 
tNeir yeares ,. vameete as yet to 
ſuffer ſuch iniuryes. 

But yet { Sir ) thus much muſt. 
coafellſe , I vnderſtand rhrat you 
your ſelf are nor altogether in the 
fault , whom wee know to hane 
beene bred and endued with a mil- 
der , and more generons diſpos 
ſition , but rather the lewd , and 
vngodly Councel about you, who 
hauing impioufly abandoned al 
piety and goodnes -, have labou- 
red to entangle you likewiſe in 
their wickednes , and ſceking to 
make you degenerate from your. 
owne blood , haue fuſt endeauous 


rag _ 
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red ro diſpoyle you of al feeling 
of common ſenſe. Pardon: mee 
I: pray , moſt noble Prince , if 1 


ſpcake with more vehemency; and 
boldoes then becomes mee : for F 


cannot flatter nor ſooth vp Princes 
in their hamours » bur mult ſweetly: 
putthem in mynd oftheir dutyes 
when they ſeeme to ſwarue ;. and 


rax and vprayd the vices which I 
note in others, You haue beene_ 


hitherto abuſed with the venemous 
perſwations of the maleuolous: 
Now follow my councel then, and 
correſpond-with the Votes and de- 
fires of al theſe Gentlemen here, 
woo with the increaſe of your ho- 
nour, and reputation, Put Fl:Jaberh 
entirely into her ſtate , and dignity 
againe , and I wil vadertake the 
{hal be reconciled vnto yeu,and re- 
turne to the auncient freind{hip 


agayne with you ,. as no ſuch 


thing had euer beene , and ſuch 
capitulations , and conditions 
ſhal bee had berwcene you, as 
greatly {hal redound. to your 
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honour , and the greater profit-- 
and aduancement ofall yours, 


Thus ſpake the ſtour and ya- 
lorous Chinon of EliTabeth ,. 


. as ready to enter into the. mare 


Shall lifts in her behalf , as to: 
pleade ſoe like an Aduocate her 
cauſe, in whom was no lefſe 
fortitude and magnaniimity to goe 
through an enterpriſe , then 1a- 
eacity and diſcretion to. contriue 
the ſame, His valour and heare 
of courage , made him not 
precipirous a whit to attempt any 
taing vnaduiſedty , bur 220k hin - 
force and vigour to atchieue what 
ſocuer he had ſagely premedi- 
rated before, He was no leflerich. 
and potent , then ſtovte and pru- 
dent : all which foe concurring | 
in one man, gaue a powerfull and 
efhicacious energy. to his (peach. 

Wherefore the Prince, beltdes 
the pregnant and convincing rea- 
ſors he gave , being moned not- 
a. litle wth thi authority of the 


man ; relented ſomewhat , and. 


ft. 0 ot 


| f 


and di{pofition of che Baron : the 
relt of the Lords reioycing the 
while, to behold (oe great a change 
and alteration in him. For his 
eyes now ftanding all in teares, 
his lipps being full of lenitives 
and ſugred words , ke now dee 


fired nothing more then to haue 
His hands appeare as eff<Ruall in 


works. And therefore immedia« 
tely offered to El:Jabeth, not only 
her proper demeanes of Dowrp 
and other Viduall rights belon- 
ging to her , but even likewiſe 
the gouernement- of the ſtate as 


{he had before, 


Theſe newes were almoſt as 


ſoene brought to the cares of the 
yertuous EliFabeth, as vttered from 


the mouth of the Prince, {o ioyfull 
they were all,to heate them oe 
ingenuoufly to proceede fram ſoc 
franck. and. liberall a hart. Ooly 


El:Jabeth when ſhe heard rhe ſame, 


molt candidly anſwered,she would 
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anone (urrendred the Citadell of : 
his hart , wholely into the power 
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by no meanes yeild her aſſent to ta- 
ke the gouernement- of 7huring;a 
vpon her ,.or to charge her weake 
{ſhoulders with fo inſupportable a 
burden; and that if it pleaſed the 
Prince toreſtore-her dowry againe 
and other rights belongiog to. it, 
1t-was al ſhe deſired, that ſhe might 
vie them fer her owne ſaluation, 
and the behoofe and benefit of her 
. kuſhands ſoule ; and as for the 
goyernement ſhe regarded it 
not , but left ic wholely ro their 
diſpoſe, 
 Herevpon they carrye&her with 
a great trayne into her auncient 
. Caſtle againe , where ſhe lived be= 
fore , ard whence ſhe had beene 
1njuriouſly expelled, And Henry 
thenceforth regarded her as a 
great.Lady and Princeſle ,.defiring 
obſequioully asit were in al thipgs 
ro accompliſh -whar ſhe required; 
the no ſooner intimated her plea- 
ſure in ary thing , bur hee was 
rcady to {ce it executed to the ful, 
ang eſpecialy he :beſought her ar 
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ments in-vie wich Princeſles like 


I ber (elf, Who would haue thought 
now . but rhis zady would haue 


raken ſome. complacence. at this 
happy returne into her owne agay- 
ne , and hoywbeyt to be eaſed of 


the burden of the gouernemene 


ſhe mighr refule 1ndeede the chate 
ge ; yet for the reſt which ſhe 
viel , and lawfully .might .eniov 
without dommage, and preiudice 
of her religious -purpoſes , to lea- 
ue ſo meerly for the loue of Poe 
verty was an at indeed of heroical 


fortitude. 


Forlo the Seruat of God, remay- 
ning thus for ſome.dayes in her ſaid 


Pallace, re-inſtalled and re-inyelted 


againe in al thas belonged thereto, 


fearing leaſt perhaps through 


aboundance of al daynties,delicious 
fare , pomp, attendancyes , and 
worldly glory , wherewith ſhe 
was now entreated , ſhe might 
come to looſe in a moment 


the dinine grace , -wherewith 
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$he had hitherto beene copiovſly 
.endued, she refuſed wholy thoſe 
ſpeciall -cherichments they gaue 
her, and freely and voluntarily left 
'that delicious -and dayntie life, 
and immediately betooke her 
ſelf, toan humble Cottage the- 
reby, with intention to live and 
perſeuere in that manner of Iyfe 
now of her owne eleRion, which 
of torce heretofore she was fayne 
to lead: and this for the loue of her 
Saurour I BSVS CHRIST her 
heauenly Spoule. 
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HOWTHE POPE TOOKXKE 
notice of Elizaberhs Sanitity, and 
 receiued her into his proteftion: 
' 4nd how 5he made her pro- 
feffion of the Third 
Order of Saine 
- Francis. 


Cruar., IX, 


4 S the wiſedome of this world, 
£Xis a meerefolly in the fight of 
God, and his blefled Angells avd 
Saints in heauen: foetrue wiſedome 
toſenſuallmen is indeed, a rock of 
ſcandall', and block for euery one 
to humble at; they make a wonder 
of all thoſe things which *they can= 
not ynderſtand , becauſe they being 
carnall and (enſually given, per- 
ceive not the things 'Which are of a 
God. Hence it 1s 5 that EliTabeth | 1 
embracing the folly of-the Croſley) 3 
eswarldlings accompr ct it , was 4 
L 
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not only condemned by her aun- 
cient ill Willers, -for Tuperſticiou g, 
hippocriticall, and a meere difſem- 
bler ; but even her beſt freinds,and 
ſuch as hitherto had ſtood moſt for 
her, began to diſ-eſteeme her by 
litle and litle, till ſhe loſt them 
quite, holding it a -magnes in 
her , ſoe-in the floyver of her 
youth , now they had procured 
her to be reſtored to her former di- 
2nity and eſtate, to diſclayme from 
itof her owne accord, and foe much 
to neglect her ſelf, and. contemne 
rhe world as ſhe did by that a& of 
renunciation which ſhe .made, ef- 
pecially when they ſaw her to 
reſpe& Pouerty foe much , as to 
preferre.ic farre beforc all the ho- 
nours , riches, and delights.of che 
world, and topriſe Deuotion be- 
fare the Courrt.,, and' the delights 
thereof ; foe as they now could 
hardly lobke on. her withan equal 
eye.Bat the Servant of Chriſt,vpon 
the warrant &teſtimony of a good 
conſgjence;, knowing ſhe did it for 
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the loue of-her deare S4auzour , (er 
lightby all, and endured all their 
affronts, ſcornes , and: reproaches, 
with (ſuch parience and conſtancy, 
as ſhe reioyced notalitlero-beable 
to ſuffer any thing for the loue of 
him, Who had youchſafed her the 
fauour to ſuffer; Who -as {he was 
now growne;a wondering ſtock 
to the world , and bythe fogliſh 
followers thereof, adiudged & held 
as a meere diſtracted Woman , for 
thoſe her extravagancyes;{ as they 
tooke them ) to fly induſtriouſly, 
what they al ambitioufly ſought for 
and (oe cagrely aymed at;as honour 
pleaſure, preferment , andthe hike; 


vtterly refuling the Regency of 


thoſe eſtates , with the liberty, 
delights, and pompes of the Court, 
abandoning all in. purſuit of Po- 
uerty,foc greatly in contempt with 
them, Soe was ſhe , in another 
ſenſe as much admired and beloued 


| a 
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. now, the Pope at that tyme being 
- Gregor), hauing heard the fame of 
her excellent vertues , tooke eſpe- 
ciall notice of her , and for her 
| betcer encouragement therein , 
admi:ted her as his Daughrer into 
the protection of the Sea Apoſto- 
lique , and vaderſtanding how 
that. famous Conrad the verierable 
Preiſt,, had ſome practiſe and 
dealing with her heretofore in ſpi- 
rituall matters , he recommended: 
her more. ouer particularly by 
lecters -ynto him ,-to haue more 
ſpeciall care then ordinary. of her, 
in guiding her in the way-of per- 
teion :-purſuing the pious and 
religious inclination he. found-in' 
her tothe vemolt ſcope and-extent: 
She was. capable of ; ſending, her 
withall inthe ſaid Lecrers '; Which: 
purpoſely hee was. to shew vnto 
her , meſt graue and holy admo- 
nitions and wards. of. exceeding. 
comfort , inſtrufivg: her by- the- 

_ example of the-blefled:Saiucts, to; 
taepratize of Paticnce,, Chaſtity, 
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and perſeuerance in- all . vertnes, 


giuing het-ro Viderſtand \, there 
was noe other way- to. Heanen, 
but that which Chrif, with all his 


Saints had trod before her , and as- 


it were even lenelled for her, with 
continual paynes -, inuincible. la- 
bours , and infatigable rrauaills : 
aſſuring her moreouer, he would 


not forſake her , bur ever eſteeme__ 


her as his deare. Child and loving 


Daughter , if she went forward 


and proceeded wich conſtancy in. 


the courle foe happily begun... 


Taecſe letters , you may imagine 
'y. Shewed by. 


were according 
Conrad , to the vertuous Fl:Tabeth, 
and gaue her incredible content , 


to ynderſtand , his Holynes , the 


Vicar of Chriit , shonld-:rake foe. 
eſpecial a note and regard of her, 
and therefore now more then. 


eucr , determined to aduance her 


ſelf what poſſibly she might , in 


the way of perfeion : beſceching 


Conrad , according to- the Popes 


inſtcaRion ,.totake amore ſpecial 
kit. - 


— 
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account of her , then hitherto he 
had done, giuing him from then» 
ceforth- abſolute power of- her, 
Which accordingly he accepted, 
and ſhe cherenpon inade a (urrender 
of her (elf into his hands , to be 
whoty guided by.him, ſubmitting 
her ſelf roa punQuall obedience to 
him in all things , for her greater 
merir. | 

The Father then with a grave 
and venerable aſpect , made a 
large diſcauiſe -vnto her; vnfot- 
ding many Texts of-{cripture, aryl 
allcadgins for her comfort , many 
reſtimonyes and examples of Saints 
in approbation of the a&t ſhe had 
done , in making a voluntary 
Oblation of her felf-, into his 
hands, by foe free a Doran and 
entire ſurrender of her ſelf ; and 
encouraged her allo , to a con- 
rempr of the world , chaſtizement 
of the fleſh, ad to an viter 
divorce ad full renunciarion 
of all tranſitory things, in affeR 
at leaſt , though not, in effect 


T 
zo hel for ſpeciall ends. 
then. This Sernant of God was: ſ{oe 
her, | enflamed with theſe ſweere ſpee- 
pred, if ches of her Maſter , as ſhe was 
ender | now more ſet on fire then ever, 
0 be Wl foc as ſhe would needes arrive 
tring | 2© once to the vemoſt- perfection 
\ceto fl of Ponerty and humility : and 
cater for this end entreated her Maſter, 
ſhe might bee ſuffered to begg 
zraue her lyuing from doore to doore; - 
ide a but the boly man by' noe meanes 
nfo. M would condiſcend thereto, ſaying. 


It was not connenienvt that a 

Princeſſe of that blood , and ſae 

tender and delicate of Comple- 

xion , ſhould-goe vp and-downe 

the ſtreetes a begoing. And for 

thar ſhe- perfiſted Mill 1n her 
; 


many- teares , hee 


aw] 
many 
aints 
> had 
ntary 
2 his | 
and fuire wit] 


andffl chid her for it, ſaying : where 
con- vas her Obedience now , had 
men: ll ſhe foe ſoone forgot her holy 
viter purpoſe? that Obedience was a Sa- 
tion | crifice , and litleleſſe then a kind of 


fa | Mattirdome ; andthar if aymed 
fic, L 4+ 
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at perfeRion , there was noe other 

.way-, more ſecure_ , more. com- 

pendious , and ſublime then to 
yeild yp her ſelf, in a whole and 
eutire holocauſt, by a perfeR ab. 
negation of. her Will ia allthings, 
tarouga a voluntary obedience, 
and a moſt exact accompliſhment 
of her. Vow. Whercupon ſhe 
paſſed noe. further wich her.hum- 
bie (ure, 

Bar yet was nota lit:le troubled 
tyat ſhe mig '.t not be ſuffered to 
renounce and abandon all at. once: 
proteſting priuately to her Mayds 
1n familiar diſcourſe with them, 
that the accompted the World as 
meere dung, and had neuer here- 
rofore affected wealth or worldly 
riches half ſoe much, as now ſhe 
had a loathing , not only ef the 
property and dominion over them, 
but euen the yſe and handling of 
them, euen for the yſe of others, 
if ſhe might haue her will; but m 
Maſter ( ſhe would ſay ) will haue 
it otherwiſe , and foe will I to, 


face hee will hauc it ſoc. And for 


her Children , ſhe profeſſed more. 
then once, thar ſhe loned them - 
M wichthe ſame affeRtion ſhe loued 

\ others , ſt1ace she had now com-: 
mended them. to God , and left - 
them to his heauenly proteCtion. . 
And finally .for-.the: pure loue of 
God, that she willingly endured. 
all the flaunders and contumelyes - 


of the enutous, and the reproach- 


fzll mocks and ſcoffs, abltratting- 
from their ſinnes who foe freely - 
and prodigally brake them ov her, 
s1e both deſired them, & delighted * 
and gloried in them, as the Apollle .. 


in his iaficmityes. . 


Waerefore ſeeing her. former - 
defigne tooke noe becter efteR; . 


She ſoe ſubmitted her will ro the 
neceſſity: of obedience , in thar 


point of not beg ing from doore 
to doore , as «he thought her lelf 


as yet lefc free in the other; to dil- 
poyle her (elf at leaſt of all domi- 


nion or power 1n what she had: | 


aſſigacd fer her dowry , and othes. . 


Ly. 
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" Viduall rights allotted by th 
Prince in the agreement made 
berweene them,thinking it enough 
to content. her ſelf , with the vhe 
only of. what: ſhould be neceſlary 
for her , from the ſaid rents. And 
therefore ſhe warched but occaſion 
 toabandon ſuch property and do- 
minion inthem,, tro follew as ſhe 
delired evangelicall Pouerty, and 
the example of her. deare Sautour, 
ahe neerett ſhe could poflibly, 
When preſently this occalion was 
oficred, | 

Ir was then the holy- Weeke, 
yhen vpon God Friday ſhe went 
with her Maiſter , tegether with 
her Mayds to the Monaſtery. of 
Saint Frauncis , to hee preſent ar 
the Ceremovyes , aud to heare the 
Sermon of the Paſſion on that day, 
After which, tie folemnityes en- 
ded, they recired themſclues , t 
2. certaine Chappell of the ſaid 
Movaltery. , for. their particolar 
denotions , where fynding the 


Aultar diſpoyled. likewiſe of .24l 


| 
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by the 

made 
enough 
the vie 
ccllary 
S. And 
ccalion 


ad da. 


the ornainents,as in all other places 
vices to bee onthe ſame day: Vpon 
the ſodaine in a feruour , ſhe went 


tothe ſaid Aultar, and laying her | 
hand thereon, with aſolemne Vow. 
made her (elf formally. a Nunne of. 
the Third order of Saint Frauncis 


of the 7entents', wherein She re- 


nounced her Parents, her. Chil- 


dren, and al her freinds- with the 


pomps and” Vanityes of the world; . 


and fivally her proper Will , and 


was euen about ( and certainely- 


had effeRed it ) ro have renounced 


the property and dominion alſo of- 


all her cerrene poſſeſſions ; If che 


Reverend Father Conrad. at hand, . 


with his ſage wiſcdome ,. and 


ſweete and apt words , had not 
hindred , and ſucdainely:- interrup-. 
ted. her ſpecch > commaunding- 


her to ſtay there , avd topaſlc noe 
further in her Vow ; ſaying > six 


bad promiſedenovgh, that firſt at. 
were fit to pur in practiſe what 
She had alreacy taken in hand, ere- 
She rashly . aduentured on the: 
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habir belonging to the ſaid Third - 
Order , from the hands .of the 
Guardian there preſent, and make 


reſt , without ſufficient aduice and 
marure deliberation. The ſervant of . 
God was immediately. checkt he- 
rewith, and very willingly obayed 
her Maiſter, In a matter very 
mainely repugnart to her inclina- 
tion, butnot her will , fince now 
her will was growne to he wholy 
the ſame with that of .his, Yer 
tearing she had done againſt_the 
former Vo:y of Obedience, made 
voto him, in offering to darn thing 
contrary to hislyking, she craved 
pardon for ic, Beſeeching him $he 
might preſently take the ſecret 


her abſolute profeflion thereof, in 
all cheir ſights : and further for a. 
more alſurance on her part, defired 
$he might likewiſe renew her par- 
eicalar Vow of Obedience to him, _ 
Which yas grauntcd, 2» 


her ſelfe a poore Cottage, while. 
her how; was bullding 
in the Citty : and 
Wwat 4 holy life 
She led after-.. 
wards, 


CHAP. YT 


ſerue three things , with . 


Gmc Children are to ob- 


KP their Superiours , and ſpi- 


ricual guides of cheir ſoyle, Furlt. 
to loue them. truly . indeece as . 
Fathers., and not to iudge their. 
workes , but rather it theit Su- 
periours ., have any apparance. 
of cuil in them , they are to,co-. 
uer them with loue , and to ſeeke. 
reaſons to. excuſe them, They. 
arg alſo to haue .compaſſiion vn. 
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them , for the paynes they ta- 
kein guiding them , in the way 
of perfection : and continually 
to implore at che hands of God, 
to afford them light , and gra- 
ce , to. gouerne , and dire 
them-to the greater glory , and 
honour of. his divine Maieſty 

and the good , and bchoofe y 
their Subiets, Secondly , -to re- 
uerence them as Fathers, who 
are in the place of Jeſus Chri?, 
and are his Vicars as it were, 
and Vicegerents on earth, The 
third , is to obay him in al 
things , and by how much 
the thing ded bee die 
metrically oppoſite to proper wil, 
ſo much the more is- hee to 
enforce , and to vſe: violence 
with himſe!r , to cffeuzre tFe 


fame , vnderſtanding the great 


merit which comes thereof, And 


eſpecially ro obſcrue theſe feauen 


condj!1ons of perfect Obedien- 
&. The. fuſt , is to cbay with 
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areat- promptnes , and readynes, 
Secondly , with a. good' wil. 
Tonirdly , imply , blindly , and 
wi:hout reply. The fourth:, wi- 
thout ſadnes ," or rather with 
mirth , and very chearefuly, The 
fifth, with fortitude , and wi- 
thout impatience. The fixt with 
perſeueranvce. And the ſeauenth, 
and laſt, with humility. 

Theſe things. this great Ser> | 
uant of God obſeraed very pun- 

| Ctualy towards. her Superiouy, 
whom ſhe had formerly .che- 
ſen , and whom his. ZYolynes had 
now eſpecially recommended to 
her , and laſtly, whom ſhe her 
felt had accepted. by a formal 
Vow on that behalf for her ſpt- 
ritual guide, Hence it was , that 
lJouing her Maiſter dearely , ard 
reverencing him. fo highly. as 
ſhe did. ; bcing. defirous ro bee 
traynedvp , and practized in holy 
Obedience , which ſhe could not . 
wel excrciſc. in. his ablence frem.. 
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her. Hee then having vrgent,. 


' and neceflary occalion to. refide 


at Marparge acheife City in Haſs, 
the holy EliRaberh by no. meanes 
would ſtay behind , but follow 
him to the:iame City. Where 
being arrived , fynding the aun-. 
cient enmity {( as yet) not quen- 
ched which had vniuerſally , .and 
moſt iniurioaſly beene conceived | 
euery where azainſt her: And. 
hauing no howſe there as yet 
conuenient for her , ſhe left the 
Tewne for a while to line in the 
Countrey neare at hand , gl- 
uing order co have one built the. 
re according to her mynd. And 
for that , ſhe would not be 
troubleſome to any the whi- 
le. , ſhe ſetled her felf in the 
ruines of an old Palace thereby, 
Where tynding the ſhaft or tun- 
nel of the chimney lying open 
to the foreſaid Palace yard, ſhe 
cauſed certaine prongs to be pit-: 
ched. ſome. diſtance from . che. 
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| wal of the ſaid chimney , and a 
fide Þ fory beame to be laid a croſle, 


{s1a, from rhence {he rayſed very ſlen- 
nes || der poles. inſteede of rafters , to- 
ow. | ſuſteyne the reeds , rhatch , and 
1cre boughs ſhe intended to lay vpon 
un- || them , which ſhe did as wel as. 
en- ſhe could , and ſo-built her a.. 
and howſe , ſuch as it was. Where 
aed || fo long. as ſhe made her aboade, 
nd. we may imagine the many in- 


yer - | commodityes ſhe ſuffered : partly 
he by the ſmoake , partly by the. 


ho heats , and ſometymes againe by 

0 i= the wynd , and raine ; where 

\e- hardly blew any. great blaſt bur 

ad put her. in. feare of being. vn- 

Le howlſed : al which diſcommodiryes +: 

i ſhe chearefuly.endured, ſti] prayfing. 

he and magnifying God for al. 

ye. In this meane while was her 

_ how(le finiſhed in the Citty wich 

in more ſpeede then  expences , 

No when preſently ſhe returned thi- Wo 
"UP ther : Where ſhe began afreſh *& 


to ſerue Gad in al holynes of lyfe; 
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her. Hee then having vrgent,.. 
' and neceflary occalion to. refide 
at Marpurge acheife Citty in Haſs, 
the holy #[:Jabeth by no. meanes 
would ſtay behind , but follow _ 
him to the:{ame Citty, Where 
being arrived , fynding the aun- 
cient enmity {( as yet) not quen- 
ched which had vniuerſally , . and 
molt iniurioaſly beene conceiued - 
euery where againſt her : And : 
hauing no howle there as yet 
conuenient for her , ſhe left the 
Towne for a while to line in the: 
Countrey neare at hand , glt- 
uing order ro haue one built che- 
re according to her mynd. And. 
for that , ſhe would not be 
troubleſome ro any the whi- 
le., ſhe ſetled her felf in the 
ruines of an old Palace thereby, 
Where fynding the ſhaft or tun- 
nel of the chimney lying open 
to the foreſaid Palace yard , the 
cauſed certaine prongs to be pit-: 
ched. ſong. diſtance from . che . 
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wal of the ſaid chimney , and a 


de fory beame to be laid a crolle, 
4, from. chence {he rayſed very ſlen- 
es der poles infſteede of rafters, to. 
w || ſuſteyne che reeds , hatch , and 
re boughs ſhe intended to lay vpon 
n- them ,, which ſhe did as wel as. 
n- ſhe could , and ſo built her a. 
ad howſe , ſuch as it was. Where - 
ed. ſg long. as ſhe made her aboade, 
id we may imagine the many in- 


ze - | commodityes ſhe (ſuffered : partly 
he by the ſmoake , partly by the 


a. heats , and ſometymes againe by 
i the wynd , and raine ; where 
_ hardly blew any. great blaſt bur 
* put her. in, feare of being. vn- 
be bowſed : al which diſcommodiryes + 
% ſhe chearefuly.endured, ſti] prayſing 
1C and magnifying God for al. 
w.. In this meane while was her 
i | how(e finiſhed in the Citty wich 
in . more  ſpeede then expences , 
_ when preſently ſhe returned thi- _ 
*S ther : Where ſhe began afreſh Gn 


to ſerue Gd in al holynes of lyfe;. 
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more like an Angel in Paradice, 
then 2 Nouice in her new Infſti- 
tate. Whatſocuer ſhe heard or 


 faw-in any other , ſheeuer would 


imagine, they ſpake or did them 
with a good intention , thongh 
the contrary rather:appeared., be- 
cauſe humane iudgments , and 
ſaſpirions , are eaſcly deceiued, 
She deſpiſed none , nor ſpake any 
thing tending to her owne praife 
to.any how. familiar ſoener with 


.-whomſheeconuerſed, not ſo much 
as with her awne Mayds,in whom 
notwithſtanding she was vcty- 


confident ; but labourcd rather to 
coner, and hide her yertues from 
them, then.her vices. She liſtened 


more willingly to. heare one: prai- 


ſed, then to be diſpraifed neuer-fo 
litle, Whenſocuer $she ſpake, her 
words were fey, graue, and moſt 
commonly of God. When any ſe- 
cular: chaunced to ſpeake any vay- 
ne, and yoprofitable thing; in her 
preſence , she endeauourcd ro cut 
of. the diſcourſe , and apply. it ro 


OF S; ELTZAB. 14.17. 249 Ch.te 


God , or diuert the ſpeach foie 


other way , til at laſt she had 


brought ic to ſome pious matrer of 
edification, She tooke littlecare for 
any thing that happened to her or 
others , nor would be troubled for 


Aduerficies , or puffed vp with avy 


Proſperities- whatſoeuer; she ſer 
light by al things , and praiſed 
God in euery thing, Sne shunned 
al tatlers as much as might bee , as 
holding it betcer to hold her peace, 
then to ſpeake ſomety mes, though 
to.the purpoſe , out of aloue she 
had coreligious lilence. | 

If she noted any thing in 
an other which ſeemed not wel, 
She would canſider with her 
ſelf , -whether she were not ſub- 
ict to the {ame vice ; if $he 


were , she would be confoun- 


ded thereat , and if etherwiie, 


oive thanks vnto God for it, and 
craue to bee delivered {rom it: whe- 
reby each thing became. as. a glaſ- 
ſe vnto her, She would-not per- 
tinacioufly afirme or deny any 


[S671 
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ching 
and denyals were as prudent 
doubts, She kept her felf from 
al manner of laughing , or cuen 
from ſmiling , vnles very ſcldo- 


with exceeding modeſty , more 
then open laughrer. 


fuch as cauſed no doubts , ſuſpi- 
very. playne , and ſimple, Soe 


reſt to bee wel ordered, and gouer- 
workes of her hands. 


caaritable rothe poore, now more 
racn eucr, as ſhe arrived to a grea- 
ter perfeQtion , and knowledge, 
and conſequently.a more ardent 
loue of God , whom ſhe cheifely 


> bur al her afhrmations, 


me on good occaſions ., and that 


like a forced , and fayned. ſmile. 
Frnally. al: 
her words , and ſpraches were. 


cions , or icalouſyes in any that: 
heard them ., bat were alwayes. 


much for her words, and Tongue, . 
the moſt difficult inſtrument of che. 


ned. And now for her ations, and. 


She was very hoſpitable , and- 


regarded in her Neighbour , and 
for whaſe ſake ſhe reſpected him | 
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-wholy, Shc often viſited the hoſpi- 


tal, -which ſhe had. formerly built 
at her owne coſt , ſtil cheriſhin 
the members of Chriſt ,-with al 


the coinfort ſhe- was able to affoard 


them. And howbe t, ſhe gaue ab» 


mes in common tothe pOOre, accor- 


PF ding co her ability, yer ſhe'made 
| perticular choyce beſides , to place 


10 her hoſpitals ſuch, as cyther ex- 


Þcelledin the exercize of the Chri- 


ſtian-Religjon , or els were the moſt 
infirme, and diſabled of the ret. 
And many tymesſhe iouited to her 
ownetable the moſt impotent, and 
miſerable wretches of al, bidding 
them hartily welcome, and ſerued 
them likely from her owne trene- 
cher , andifany thing -were more 
dainety, and choyce then other, ſhe 


would be (uretoſhare, and diuide 


it amongſt chem, wherein ſheeſtee- 


med she fed-Chriſt; and therefore 


no maruaile she was ſo reſpeRtu}, 


and teader of them. 
| Now thenthe venerable Conrdd 


ſeeing her manner , how. she centers 
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| them, and perhaps more,while they 


much fitter for her to forbeare from 
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rayned ſuch ſo'familiarly to her 
owne Tablc , conſidering the di- 
onity of her perſon , eſteemed i"?! 
vofitting ; ſaying it was too much 
ruſticity in her to do ſo , and that 
better it were'to recemmend-ſuch 
offices toothers in her owne name, 
which would bee as acceprable to 


could not bce.ſo free with her, asf 
with others, Wherefore it were 


them , and to addict her ſelf-ynto 
more ſolid vertnes which had not 
ſo much of the extraordinary,anda 
kind of daungerovs -fingularity in 
them.Whereat the reverent Matron 
beſought-pardon of him, if she-he- 
rein had donne amiſle ,-proteſting 
1ndeede'for her. part, $he found ne 
ſuch inconvenience therein of ſelf 
complacence , vanity, and the like; 
fobmiſion, and 


- 


| her 
e di 
ed I 
nuch 
| that 
-ſuch 
ame, 
Ole to 
they 
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from 
-ynto 
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he-he- 
eſting 
nd no 
of (elf 
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25 and 
rather 


dainetynes 1n thoſe very thingsin 
her foriner life as holding thar Euils 
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ſuch, gaue her any offence at al, bur 


a.great deale of lweetnes which hee 
might depriue her of, jf ir pleaſed 
him , ang she would obey,afhriming 
that her ſcope therin was , bur to- 
mortiſy her {clt, and to (atisfie for 
her roo much cutiolity,nicenes,and 


were beſt cured by their contraryes. 
Whereart her Maiſter -was filenr, 
and thereby tacitly licenced her to 
do,what she would, fince therein 
be nored-che Vantion of the Holy 
Ghoſt ro worke in her , and thar ir 
were no diſcretion for him to debar 


& 
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her thereof, Bur intended roproue_ _—_— 
her in ſome other things for her | 
greater ſpiritual aduancement, =- j 
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HOW CONRAD DISMI Ss» 
ſed rwo of Eltzabeths cherfeſt 
Mayds : and how flritt'a 
 lifeshe led in extreame 
' pouertY 


Cn A P, X Io | 


Tx: it is, that our perfeRion, 
conſiſts not eſſentially in mor- 
rification , but in Charity rather, 
andinthe ardent loue of God , and 
toſay true, a Man is ſoe-much the 
more perfe, as he is more ynited 
-with Godthrough loue. 'For even 
asa ſtone remayning aloft, in ta- 
kivg the impediments away which 
hold it there , againſt its naturall 
inclination ., ob hyes to the 
earth ics proper center : ſoe our 
ſoule being a ſpirituall ſubſtance, 

andcreated for God,intaking away 
the letts and impediments of difor- 
x Lp © edinare 
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dinatc s { and enil inclina- 


tions, which diſpoſe and encline it 
to things beneath, being preſently 
aſſiſted by diuine grace , goes dire- 
&ly to Godas to her Center , and 
laſt end, and through loue cmbra- 
ceth him, and ynites her ſelf with 
him, My weightis my loue, thither 
amT ſwayed whitherſoeuer I am 
carryed. That which is the weight, 
in the elements, and natural bo- 
dyes,is Loue in rational creatures, 
andas natural things do mouedow- 
newards according to the weight 
they haue : So the reaſonable Crea- 
tures are moued according to the 


loue which predominates , and 


{wayes in them : becauſe indeede 
that ſame is the weight that belon- 
ges vnto them, Now then if the 
loue of things beneath predomina- 
tes in vs, and particularly the appe- 
tite to priuate familiarity ſway with 
vs, our motions , and deſires shal 
be ſenſual , andenclinirg to the 
carth : Bur if wee yntye our (clues 
| M 
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rhrough mortificatis from the loue 
of allchole (enſuall things, the loue 
of che Creator ſhall rule in vs , and 
that ſhall bee our weight, and our 
hart shall.preſently fly vnto God 
with mote liphtnes and agility then 
a ſtoneto its centet, 

Whereforelike a wife and dif. 
crete ma, perceiuipg how El;Tabeth 
with allher forces and endeauours, 
laboured to attayne to the higheſt 
pitch of all perfe&ion , andrhart el- 
pecially by the workes of charity; 
thought himſclfro bee ſtritly berid 
in conſcience, to haue an eſpecaall 
care to promote ſuch aſubiect , the 
beſt he could, to ſome higher point 
of perfection ,then he had hitherto 

done , as conceiving now mote 
highly theneuer of her greater cas 
-pacity and longer extentin ſpiritual 
matters, intending on his part;that 
nothing should be wanting to fur- 
ther the ſame, nor any impediment 
be , put that might any wayes hin» 
der greater aduancement in ſpirit, 


— — — . . 


While Conrad was in «this ſerious 
deliberation with himſelf', contri- 
uing what was fit to be done, 
he bethought him of a certaine 
thing , expedient to -be -pratized 
with her for that-end:and that was 
this. 

His long experience nov by this 
tyme., in guiding of foules, had let 
bim ſce how great a hinderance it 
oheſt i Was in ſpiritual warfare,cuen in the 
at ef. | choyſelts ſpirits and beſt refined, to 
rity; | haue any priuate affeQions to ary 
end 8 freind or acquaintance ſocuer , not 
eciall only in worldly .conuetſations, 
\ the | w bich infaillibly deſtroyes the ſpi- 
zoint I ritquice, but cuen in things direRtly 
xcrto I} ſpirituall, and wholy teding ro hea- 


nore | uenly marters. And therefore con- 


- ca« | fidering the grear loue and affeRion 
itual } which paſſed betweene El:Jaberh 
and rwo of her Maydes aboue the 
teſt , namely 1ſentrude and Guta, he 
thought it good to ſend for them 
both , and fairely deale with them 
Four their remoue from their Lady 
| M 2 
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for certaine reaſons of his, which he. 


preſumed they would not diſallow tay 
of,if it were conuenient they ſhould Þ 3" 
be acquainted therewith : in the Iſet 
meane tyme he withed them to ſub. wh 


mit their xvils and 18dgments the- 


reunto , and they ſhould beother- | P** 
wiſe proaided for. The ſober and he 


diſcreet Maydes they had likewiſe, Cal 
together with” their Lady , as he # 


<new , ginen yp'themſelues to his 


| diſpoſe , foas there remayned noe pl 


more for them to effe& his will, 
then to know his pleaſure, That 
ſaied , and they departed; he calls # 
for El:7abeth her ſelf, and told her || © 


his mynd'very plainely-, without - 
any mander of circutmfocutions or * 
ambages ar all , that his pleaſure | * 

was, tor ſome 'reaſons which ſhe ly 
was not to examine, or enter into, | ** 
to 'diſmiſle prefently two of her _ 
mayds:Who ſuppoſing it had beene | © 
to eaſe her of her charge'of ſome Y 
that might ſeeme''to him ſuper- R 


flious , and mighr well bee ſpared; 
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replyed:She was ready to obey, bur 
fayne would know who they were 
and ynderſtanding , that Guta, and 
Iſentrude were they, her coulour al- 
tered alitle to and fro , and inter- 
changeably went and came , and 
preſently againe hauing gathered, 
her ſpirits together, with a cheere- 
ful and ſerene countenance , gaue 
her conſent, to haue the divorce ef - 
f-cted out of hand, ſince it was his 
pleaſure, They were therefore im- 
mediately ſentforin , tocome be- 
forethem, ro whom Conrad very 
pecemptorily delivered the ſentence 
of their ſeparations from their Lady 
and Miſtreſſe , not without the 
teares & tEdernes. of al partyes, For 
though the ſuperiour parts were aſ- 
figned inall , yet werenot the infe- 
riour foe compoſed, as not ta diſco- 
ver their imbecillityes , ſaue only 


El:Fabeth ſoone recolleRed her (elf 
againe, leauing her Maydes diſcon- 


folate,to ſee themſclues deprived of 


the , Solace they were woat to 
M 3 
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receiue in her: angelicall compan 
and religious conuerſation. For ihe 
well confidered with her. ſelf, that 
Obedience conſiſted not in the ex 
reriour execution onely: of the thing 
commaunded , but.in the confor 
mity alſo of the will and Iudgmenr 
with that which the Superiour 
willes and thinkes fitting, holding 
the foundation of Obedience to be 
a firme faith that the Superiour 1 
ruled & gouerned by Godin what 
he commaunds , ſince heis in the 
place of God,aud our ſauiour Chril 
ſaith : who heareth you , hearth 
mee : and therefore is to be obayet 
1n every thing wherein noe fine ap. 
peareth, She remembred the ſaying 
of her Maiſter at other tymes, that 
true obedient Child should carr 
himſelſas adead body which hat 
neyther Vnderſtanding nor will 
Eike a Crucifix which ſuffereth i 
felfto be moued eyther this way « 
that way , without any difficulrie x 
all, and conſidered beſides hows: thi 
kind of Blind Obedience, ſoe muc) 
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recommended by-Saints, cofilted in 
this;that a man accompliſh what he 
is5commaunded to doe, for the rea» 
ſon onely that obedience comaunds 
and for thar the Superiour ſtandsin 
the place of God, without any other 


reaſon or diſcourſe at all, And thar, 


eaen asSin maters of faith, one yeilds 
2nd ſubmittes himſeltfor this cauſe 
onely, that Godreueales, and deli- 
uers what is co:nmended to bee be- 
leined, and for the onely amthority 
of God, which is the higheſt eruth: 
Soelikewiſe one obayes and eff Rs 
what the ſuperious commannds for 
this onely reaſon, thatit is the com- 
ihaundsof the Superiour, who is in 


the place of God, andthac to obay 


him1s to obay God, nor obayes hee 
for any other reaſon, For which 
cauſe,the ſameis called a Blind obe- 
dience, as the aforeſaid faith is Cale - 
led Blind. Thus diſcourſedthe holy 
Matron within her- ſel vpba 
the at of- Obedience which her 
Maiſter ſoe put. her ro ; Which 
truely bred a moſt ſingular effe& 
M 4 


OF S. BLIZAB:; 21:17. 2913 Cham 


/[/CE67| 


Ch. 


MOB” 


in her. For being thus bereft of the 
comfort ſhe formerly rooke in the 
{weete familiarity of thole two 
Maydes , fo gratcfull to her , the 
river asit were foe damimed vp on 
euery {ide with churliſh banckes, 
made the waters of ſpirituall graces 
to abound more in her, & to mount 
vp to heauen with more facility, 
For asa pipe or Conduite which 
leakes in many places at once, 
diſcharges lefſe waters into: the 


re 
Ceſterne then otherwiſe it woald; W 
Which being ſtopr, deliners them MR 
torth with a greater aboundance: " 


Soe needes mult che-Soule beinga W q 
copious Cellerne of heauenly gra- 
ces, appeare to be lefle redundant, 
and to. yeild fewers as of loue 
and charity to God, by how much 
more are the leakes of terren loue 
it is affeRted with, Which being 
heere ſtoprt in the Servant of Chriſt, 
made her to ſpring vp ſoe high to 
ſoe heroicall as of eminent Ver- 
ues , as ſhe did heerevpon. 
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For after th.is, lyuing in great po- 
gerty with her other Maydes, her 
foode but lettice and other heai bes, 
commonly ſod in fayre Water, 
through her extreame loue of Po- 
uerty without any Oyle or butter, 
or ſoe much as Vineger or Salt, 
which ſometymes through her 
great negle of ſuch things, would. 
bec,as they ſay burnt roozfor which 
fault being ſometymes her owne 
Cooke, ſhe diſdayned not to bee 
rebuked of her owne Maydes, and 
many tymes when ſhe.l'glited on a 


 motſell better then ordivaiy , ſhe 


would ſpare from her (elfe , and 
deprige her ſelf thereof,to impart to: 


the poore which were in the howlſe 


with her,She received at che hands. 
of her Maiſter a habit made of the 
courſeſt cloth ; without any other 


dye then the naturall rinRure, and 
a {horccloake exccedingly patched 


with diners colours;, which cloake 


becauſe it was held too ſhort for her 
grauity, was afterwards lengthned 


=" 
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with an other peece of a differente 
colour. Whenſoeuer-ſhe had necel- 
fity, as ſomierymes ſhe had to mend 
| her owne clothes , the was oe 
 voskillfull io-that are, as ſhe might 
bee ſayed rather co marrethen to 
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amend awhit, She was fayne tofff bc 
{pinne wool, for want of skill tof nic 
handle flax, wherewith ſhe ſcemedſ| hu 
to gayne her lyuing which was fareſſſ hu 
more gratefullto her , then all theſi th: 


pleaſures of Princes :-and to this - w 
kind of woik , ſhe applyed herf th 
ſelfe ſoc. earneſtly as-that being vp) 
ſtckly, and Keeping -her Bed, ſheſ vi 
would haue the rock and diſtaffeſlB v4 
in her handto ſpinne with, whenſl g] 
ſhe could hardly lift vp her head, iſ . re 
whichif her Maydes,as ſometymies}| Cc 
they would , had ſnatched out of ff at 
her hands., to avoyd Idlenes-shefk b 
would prepare and drefle the ſame 
with Carding or the like-', andſ C 
ſpinne ir afterwards ' in berterſ © 
health', and; beivg + ſcrupulons, | | 
 wouldabate ſome-partofthe price Ul 1 
ſke was re. haue , as fearivg and « 


_— ih ih 9 


miſtrulting her worke deſerued. 


Nor may wee thinkeshe did theſe 
things our of a baſe and deiected 


night mynd:for whileshe was thus lowly 
en toſſf ſpinning jn tne Chimney Corner, 


her mynd would. bee coremplatiog 


il] toffſ moſt high & ſublime points, of the 

emedſl huſwiuery our Lady vſed in her- 
5 fareſl humble NaJarecth, What Joſeph did 
[ cheſl the wi hile ſhe was ſpinning , and. 


| herfſ they both were ſoc buſily . eme- 
ein ployed, She would meditate how - 
; the voworthy ſhe was to have drelled: 


vp our LaCyes worke for her, how 
gladly- she would haue carded or 


Shel body were as buſy; as she had myn- 


Angelles abouee 
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no: {o” much, foe dovein Gcknes., 


. whar the: Infant Jeſus did', when 


reeled for her, and athouſand ſuch- 
conceipts she- tenolued in mynd, 
and yet herhands, her head, and 


ame ded naught , but what she was - 
and: doing, Andthoughin preſenceshe 
eter enioyed the copany of her Maydes - 
heere beneath, yct in ſpirit her - 
whole converſation was with the - 
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A CERT AINE NOBLEM AN 
of Hungary endeauours in Yayne: 
to perſwade Elizabeth to- 
returne With him to. 
ber Father, er what 
atts of humility - 
She shewed. 


Cuss XI 


gn is the peruerſe condition 
of ſome wordly. men , that ha- 
uing Children , and conſequently 
| being Parents onely , as touching 
the extraction they receiued from 
them., and not hauing any powet 
ouer the ſoules of their Children, 
beiog immediately created of God, 
and infuſed into-the organized boe 
dy, they take ypon them(l know 
pot how ) and viurpea kind of ty- 
 Tanical power ouer them, diuertirg 
thein too oft from yertuous courſes, 
when they are wel giuen , and 
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religiouſly diſpoſed. Preſſing them 
oucr hardly with the fourth precepr 
of the decalogue of honouring Pa- 


rents, For euery one is free in what £x0028 


concernes the choyſe of a ſtate of '** 
life; nor may the Parents force the 
Sonne or Daughter to match againſt 
rheir likings 3 nor doth Parental 
powerextend ſo far, And-though 
wee Owe vnro Parcnts much, for 
giving vs theſe bodyes which wee 
rake from them; Yet wee owe 
more vnto God , whohath wo 
vsSalſotheſe very bodyes in a high- 
er nature ; and for our ſoules, hime 
ſelf hath giuen them vs alone.God, 
is Father of Body, and Spirit both; 
they Parents of the Body only; God 
for our owne profit, and ſaluation 
becomes our Father ;and they for 
their honours ſake,their inheritan- 
ces., and perpetuityes on earrh,to- 
lead vs often into hel with them. 
Wherefore in the affayre of our fal- 
uation there is no duty neyther 
with Father or Mother nor othcr 
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Parents, while Chcilt ſayeth , wee 
areto reiet, and refuſe them al in 
this caſe. ; 

Hence it was, that El:7abeth be- 
ing wel inſtruted incyther dutyes, 
could anſwcare wel to-a certaine 
Count, who in-behalt of her Fa- 
' ther, came from Hungary to vilit 
her where ſhe remayned in Zafira, 
Who fynding herin that ſtate wee 
mentioned aboue, and halt beſides 
himſelf ro behold fuch a ſpeRaele, 
could hardly bcleiue it was the, but: 
being ltrooke with altoniſhmem, . 
endeauoured with al the rherorique 
he had , .to diſwade from thoſe 
courſes, ſo vnfit (as he ſayed; Jand 
miſbeſceming her ſtate, and dignity, 
as the Widow of ſuch a Prince as 
Lewys was , and Davghter of ſo 
great a Monarke, as his Maſter: 
Telling her that hee was ſent a 
| purpole to bring her into Fungary, 
where the ſhould live according: to 
her dignity, &not bee forced toliue 
in obſcurity, in that vile, andabiec- 


| ——_— —— a. w_ — 


maner,aſſaring her beſides,rhat her 
tender Father now hold no longer, 
hearing in what extreamity ſhe was, 
and therefore by al meanes,ſhe was. 
to reſolue vpon the matter, and to 
prepare for che journey ſince hee 
was ſent-tohera-purpole-to bring 
her to him. Whereto {ſhe an({ryeared, 
her ſtare, and manner of life, ſhe ho- 
ped,did noe wayes derogate froma 
Chriſtian Woman,and ſolong,One 
had not degenerated awhit,or wroe 
ged her Family fre: wiieceſhe came, 
and therefore ſhe eatreated himy he 
would bee pleaſed to fatisty her Fa- 
ther,that though otherwiſe ſhe we- 


.re the wrtdchedſt finner on earth, 


yet for her duety. towards him, ſhe 
found not her conſcience: touched 
with the leaſt remorſe, for any diſs 
paragement of his howle or family 


| thatſhehad incurred in. hearkvin 

. tothe yocatio other heauely Father 

: rvho had called her tothar ſtate, and 

- miner of life, The Count repiyed; rhe 

; ſtare, and Nobility of Princes, was - 
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it was cach thing should be rank 
in its order,according tothe digni- 
ty thereof, and wherethe harmony 
ef Order was once broken, there 
could be no leſle then a mecre con- 
fuGon in things. That thoſe cotirſer 
habits, which .she wore, became her 
11; that ſo much maceration of her 
body had greatly decayed her 
goodly complexion, which ſhe was 
bound to cherish, tothe honour of 
- the Creatour, and not ſo iniuriovlly 
to deface the workmanship of his 
bands with ſuch exceſles as she 
vſed. Hee ſayed belides, that if the 
ſtate of the Continent be holy., the 
marryed ſtare is likewiſe, to Loch as 
holily embrace it. And that S. £n- 
thony fr6 the deſert, & S. Francis fr6 
| his Cel was conueyed to heauen: fo. 
likewiſe, with the cares of royaltie 
S. Zewis molt glorioully mounted 
thither. And if the affaires , and 
_ _ rrafhques of the world bee (o great 
an impediment to attayne to. hea- 
wen;, What hindered $5, Maurice in. 
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the libertynes., and negotiations 
of watre:and $S.Coſmas and Damid- 
45 in their practizes of Phiſique, 
and a.number of other holy ſoules 
1n other profeſſions, you wil thin- 
ke yery- tul of diſtraRions , vat in- 
deede molt.neerely conioyned with 
God in that ſtare , and why might 
not $he returning to: her. Father. in 
Hungary , and reitored to her for- 
mer dignityes, betake her (elf to a 
ſecond match, ſuch as hee shal caft- 
ly find out for her, and lyue as hap- 
pily, and ſecurely in that ſtate as 
she had done in. her huſbands life, 
through her great liberality to the 
poore, perſeuerivg in ſuch workes 
as She Ka had practized du- 
ring his life , and gaine as great a 
place in heauen?Alleaging allo, the 
knowne exampleof the Abbot Pa- 
phnutius , Who. hauing once de- 
maunded of God whom he reſem« 
| bled neereſt io this lyfe, learned di- 
acrs tymes from che mouth of an. 
Angel,that acertaine Player of, the 
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flute, and a Marchant of Alexandrie 


were his equal in merits, So that 
if they in theſe exercizes which 
are accompanied with ſo many dife 
ſtracians haue been able to attaine 
to ſuch a degree of perte&ti6, What 
oreat diſturbance 1s-it ,. trow yo, 
ſhould ſhe find in {vch-a ſtate as 
would better agree with her cal. 
ling , and condition » then that 
which now ſhe had vndertaken. 
Thus ſpent this faithful-Embaſt- 
dour his breath in vayne, prevailing 
no more with this conlitant hart; 
then the winds and waves of che 
impe tnons ſcasare able to move a 
huge rock;. & therefore was difpar- 
cncd by her,ful of wonider,and aſto- 
milhm&t to heare her admirable wi- 
ſedome ,.&-to note her diſcretion in 
giuing anſwear toalthis, whickrſhe 
did ſoiudicially , & piouſly to enerie 
poynt, ashe now began tothinke 
| ſhe hadgreat-reaſon of her (de, and 
that his agreements on the coerary 
' were but frinolows, and to nopur- 
poſe: as he affirmed at his rerurne, 
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miſe to his how{e more honour to 
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perſwading not only her Royal Fa- 
ther,but al the Court of Hungary to 
e6ceiue molt highly of her courſes, 
ſo as her Father began now topro- 


redound toit by ſuch a Daughter, 
then heretofore he had euer-ſurmte 
zed diſhonour. 

In the meane while , ETaberh 
now delivered ofthe earneſt impor= 
tunirves of the ſolicitous Embaſlla- 
dour, conſidering with what indu- 
ſtry, & diligence t2ole of the world 
endeauour togo forward, & aduan- 
ce them(clues more, and more, & to 
makethemſelues more excellent in 
any manner of profcſſion as of 
Learning , Armes , or the like, and 
how a rich man the more he hath, 
the more he couers co haue, and la- 
bours more to make his gaine , and 
all for fraile and tranſtrory goods: 
ſhe bethought her ſelf how mach 
rather ſhe ſhould addi her ſelf to 
the purchaſe of celeſtiall and eter- 
nall goods: And therefore knowing 


| of what auayle the Workes of. 
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Charity were, & eſpecially of Hw- 
mility: She now applycd her (elf to 
acts of humiliation more then cuer. 
And her ſingular humility, & fami- 
liarity was ſuch with her Maydes 
at home, as she made her ſelfe their 
equal at leaſt , if not interiour , ſo as 
to lay altde the name of Lady or 
Miſtrefle,'she would onely be cal- 
led by them by her proper name, 
and that as familiatly as,they vie co 
| Riyleir, 

Finally Caufing them to fit dow- 
ne with her at the ſame table , she 
would bee their Cooke ſomerymes: 
in herturne , and cate together of 
the ſame dish w:th them. Which 
humility of hers , when one of 
her Maydes.admiring ,ſayed; Good 
Woman you litle regard, it ſee- 
mes, our daunger heere, while ſce- 
Fing toencreaſe your own merits, 
you pur vs in hazard to be eaſily 
tempted , with proud cogitations 
by being made (o familiar with 
you, and yſed as yous equals, Whe- 


Elabeth replyed, Why Daughter 
it it trouble hee ſo toſitby meear. 
the ſame Table, thon shalt cate, and 
takethy meate from my Lap , and 
made her ſoto do in good carneſt, 
This her humility and Mildenes :of 
behauiour, was likewiſe adorned 
with a wonderous gratious kind 
of (peach , Which she alwayes pra- 
ized among her Maydes. And as 
ſhe had a ſtrange, and extraordinary 
Care, thar noe words of vanity 
ſhould come from them, or peeuiſh 
or diſtaſtful ſpeach, be veered by 
them in her preſence againſt each 
other,as with the beſt diſpoſed wil 


happen now, and then, eyther by 
words , (ignes, or otherwiſe , the 
would readily , and handſomely 
checke them for it in a very good 
manner,ſaying: Where is our Lord 
now Siſters , who promiſed affu- 
redly ro be preſent with his Ser- 


uants whenſocuer they talked of 


OF S. ELIZAB. Z4.17, 28; Chaz, 
reby we may loolethe fruite of our 
conuerſation- with you, Whereto 
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him :; Hee ſharpenes was m ixed 
with ſuch ſweetnes , that as ſhe 
would diſſemble and winke at noe 
faultes : ſoe ſhe was not auſtere in 
punniſhing any , While her fami- 
liarity cauſed not impunity , nor 
her rebukes carryed any acerbity 
With them. 
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Of” the exceeding Charity of 
S. Elizabeth towards her. 
: eighbour , eſpecially the. 
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fe& another like tort (elf , and th; 
Man eſpecially is borne. withou 
weapons or corporal defence, as other 
Creatures ate , as being wholy made 
for peace and concord : jt followesb 
conſequence how greatly wee ſtan 
in ncede of each other, and this ſam 
ſo otdayned, of God ,'for a ſtricte 
bond of mutual Charity and aſliſtance 
one of another. For while one loue 
or hates his neighbour , he loues c 
hates the Image of God. , framed 
by his owne hand.Noe maruaille then 
if Elizabeth conlidering theſe thinzy, 
( as doubtles she did , ) was found 
to bee ſocharitabletowards the poor: 
vpen al occaſions , in whom she: 
conftdered:the {aid Image of God, to 
remayne {ſo liuely imprinted , as it 
were in'the nature of Man, But then 
conlidering him againe , as redeemed 
by the pretious Blood of our Sauiou 
Chriſt, though otherwiſe he had hal 
no ſuch dignity at al, before in hi 
Creation; ishe:wel; vaCrrſtood tit 
Ranſome had: beene able ir ſelf to 
haye made him aaa 22” 
ES ehet 
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1d chaſhen heauen and earth ; and conſe- 
/ithourſuently She laboured by al meanesto 
« otherF1ciue theſe Images of God, ſo pre- 


' madeJous , and ſoto be valued for either 
wes bylffltles. And she wiſely -pondered 
» ftangithal, what good ſocuer was found 


fame "Ef Neighbour , was the goods 
Rricedf God , and common toal; and whar 
ſRancaYuil, a common calamity and Getii- 


ient to al; & that , as wee areal mem- 
ers, 2Sit were,of the ſame body;she 
onfidered how careful wee ought to 
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poor: > 
Belides , theſe common induce- 
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od, rfſÞ2<pts to moue ber ynto Charity, 
| as iÞowvards | the needy and. afflicted: 
t rheofÞcighbour ; {he would likewiſe belp. 
.emed (0d excite her ſelf chereunto, by this 


1ujou@pccial reaſon, Thateuen thoſe wh. ma 
ad had he beheld to bee in great extreami-= 
in hi)ES cither of pouerty , ficknes,' or A - 
d the >*©ruous fem anthe might happily: & 
elf r0Pc day (ce & obſerueto bee heyres of 8 
etiouf 091 , and coheyres of Chrift refplen- 


che) N 2 dert 


C:. 


I, 


294 THE HISTORY 


dent as the Sunne , in the kingdome 
of their heauenly Father , Citizens 
among the Saints , and Deareſt to 
God, and might behold there, as ſo 
many Aultars of incenſe, as ſo many 
Kings of glorie, and fo many Organs 
ro praiſe and cxalt the moſt holy 
Trinity. 

The deepe apprehenſion no doubt 
of theſe things , had bred that enfla- 


med Charity shefelt in her ſelf, in re- 
| lieuing , affiſting , and comforting her 


Neighbour in al diſtreſſes. This made 


her , when ſhe went to vilit the 
poore , in their owne howſes , ( as 
often ſhe did ; ) to be allwayes at- 
tended by one or other, to carry along 
with her ſundry ſorts of al kind of 
proviſions , as meate', drinke , and 
clothes forthe purpoſe, not omitting 
the while, fit medecinsfer thefick , as 
the vnderſtood they werein need; and 
would: miniſter tothem with her ow- 
ne hands, and deale:& diſtribure toche 
poore , what neceffary things the had 
brought with her , and: accordingly 
examine their appaceland other necel- 
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faryes for their howſes , as bedds, 
ſheetes, couecrlets ,and blanckets,and 
ever ſupply what was wanting , if 


ſhe had wherewithal ; and if ſhe had 
i: not, ſhe-would prouide it for them, 


by ſelling her rings of gold, her bra- 
celets , and iewells , which ſtil ſhe 
had for the ſame purpoſe ; ſo as she 


was forced at laſt to ſel with much 


diſaduantage , certaine apparel she 
wore in former tymes ,. as yet Jefr her, 
fo furnish chem with things which 
he held to bee ſimply needeful fur 
them. 


' Amid theſe ſpoyles which she made. 


ſoof her owne goods, she being n:w 
exhauſted, nothaving wherewith to 
ful-fil che ſuite and humble requeſt of 
2 poore man , who begred bura ory 
fich at her hands , on a certaine day 
of abſtinence; she made her prayer to 
Chriſt yety anxiouſly forhim; when 
ailing from prayer, whether it were 
that she expected what followed, as 
the fruits and effe& thereof , or that 
otherwiſe she had neede of ſome water 
for ſome yſes of hers, I cannot ſay. 
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burshe going to the Spring to dray 
thereof, where no fish at al could bee 
any wayes expected , ſhe fetched yp 
one in her bucket, for the ſatisfying 0 
the hunger , or the longing of the 
poore man : this is certaine che drey 
vpthe fish, and giuing it to him, ſen 
him away exceedingly wel ſatisfyed, 
And verily it is thought she had done 
. thelike before and after divers ty mes 
which {til for humility ſhe ſought t 
conceale , but could not ncw doit in 
tis preſence ; who doubtles went 
away ſatisfyed., prayſing the wcrks 
of God , being ſo miraculouſly fel 
trough the prayers and merits of 
Elizabeth , tie great Scruant 0 
God. 

Her Charity likewiſe much appes- 
red in a certaine difficult thing ; for 
being a woman of that condition 3 
She was, ſodclicately bred vp, as he 
had beene ; tooke ypon her to tend 
an Orphan, ſickof many irkſome and 
greiuous diſeaſes at once , as of tic 
palſey, catarrhe, and bloody flux, lv 
as very of:en in the night , slie wi 
7 tay: 
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fayne to take vp the child , in her 
tender armes , not being otherwiſe 
able tro wield it felf ; and did it with 
ſuch willingnes and alacrity, as aſto- 
niched ſuch as were witneſſes the- 
reof ; and to shew that she did it ve= 
ry freely and willingly indeed ; when 
as after notwithſtanding the care 
he had , the Child dyed ; as. if she 
had loſt ſome notable benefit by its 
death ; 5he was not quiet til she had 
priuily raken to her charge, totend a 
certayne Mayd wholy deſtitute and 
forlorne, and ſorely infeted with 4 
greivous leaproſy , whom $he ſerned 
with {auch Charity , as she not only 
drefled her meare, made her bed, and 
terched her water to wash her hands, 
bar being fo great a perſonage , diſ- 
davned not to abaſc her ſelf even to 


the ground to pul off her hcſe and” 


Shooes, and thelike, Which when 
the venerable Conrad vnderitood-, 


conſidering the loathſommes of that. 


O 


diſeaſe , and the daintynes of her 
complexion , he gaue on the 
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ſaddaine expreſle order , tac leaprous | ,. 
May d should beremoued thence, and | . 


the Lady debarred from comming at || (, 
her , prouiding otherwiſe for the f] ;, 
Patty.  - - Cn. 
Though: Elizabeth by ſome, might || ,1 
wel be thoughtro bethroughly mor- || 
tified herein , to be ſo peremptorily | 
barred of her wil ,. ( as they might | 6G 
imagine ) in ſo pious a thing, she ha- || ;} 
uing as- it appeared , ſo ſeriouſly ſer }| « 
her mynd thereon , yet in truth it | ,- 
troubled nother awhit, for weighing 
with herſelf , that charitable acts, 
how great ſocuer , do looſe their 
yertue and efficacy ,. if they be not | ; 
diſcreete withal , she was fſatisfyed || 5 
withthe wil of her Superiour, whom || 
God had appointed ouer her. For || c 
sheconſidered indeede that true Cha- | 

t 

' 

| 


Tity principally required two things: 

Firſt , not to content our ſelues wirh 

the only shadow of Charity , which is 

. ſweete and tender feeling towards the 
Neighbour , but ſuch an effect alſoe, 

as properly bereaues a man cf al 

| ſelf-loue ,, as not to {eeke nor mind 

any 
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2ny thing bur the glory of God, and 
to bo Tu fil his bleſſed wil, And what- 
ſoeuer any wayes befalls him , eyther 
interiourly or exteriourly , to accept 
from the hand of God , in doing 
al to his greater glory Y and, not to 


ſceke whar is pleaſing to himſelf, bur 
what is moſt agreeable to the wil of 
God. The ſecond is, thar how beyt 
the Loue of God can not be fo 
great”, but that ſtil he 1s worthy of 
much greater , yet are the exteriour 
works and praftizes thereof , to be 
meaſured with a certaine moderation 


of diſcretion , leaſt being negleCed, 


they hurt either our owne- health ,. 


Or ie the edification of our 


neighbour. And therefore she wiſely: 
conſidered , there was no greater ſe- 
curiry herein, then wholy to ſtandrto- 
the _ of her Jawfull Supe-- 
riour, Who if he gratitand afford vs, . 
to do lefle then wee'willingly would 
do , yte shal a ſupple and- Plyable- 
mynd herein , reliaquishing its pro-- 


per-wil, bee a great deale more O12" 


teful to God; ther the hardeſt pile” 


N- > moRFc 


ICEk7|L 
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moſt difficult thing | t! at may be 
enterprized , without the faine re= 
hgnation, 

Yet could not Elizaberh forbeare, 
ſuch was her Charity , to receiue a 
Boy into her charge, whoſe head was 
al become bald ,* by reaſon of the 
Seuruy cr Scurfe , which had ouer- 
orowne yt, whcin she out of hand, 
w hat with yvas' ing , anoynting, and 
tie attendance 5he gaue him cure”, 
or rathcr with :heterucur of ker faicn 
procuied his rccc ucry from the liancs 
of God , fors i| 'sne hay none , yet 
wcought She niaay cures , No doubt 
vnder the cc lowur « t ſome manner of 
Ski] at !caft,:h: ough ker charitable d:- 
ligence doing therewith many aum:= 
rable thinge, 

Ard laitiv, this excellent Charity 
of hers, was cucr acccmpanied with 
humilicy , as Siſters hand in hand, For 
beſfages her ordinary employments in 
the exeicize of al yertues: she would 
often wash the dishes, euen out of her 
tun, with the ports and other vellcils 
belonging co the Kirchin , fending 
away 
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away her Mayds many tymes abour 
other bulines , that she might more 
freely attend to her owne humiliatis, 
ſo as often they found her buſyed 
eyther in wiping them vp , or bur 
newly making an end,to their (ingular 


edification, in beholding the humility 


of the Seruant of God. 


Pa AA: AY: (0: AS 


How ELILABETH D 


E- 


liafrs the ſoule of the Queene her 
Mothcy from Purgatory , with 
her prayers only : andlikwiſe 


procured the vecation of 
a certaine libertine. 
Unto Religion, 


Cu 4%, 1 


S it is noe ordinary thing , 


bue 


vw holy miraculous , for ſoules 
| beingdeparted this life, toreturn 


e to 
this 


/C67| 
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Ciis world , from whence they paſ- 
ſed ſo it cannot be denyed , but 
that ſomety mes they appeare vnto vs, 
where , when, and how , through 
diuine diſpenſation, the ſame is per- 
micted vnto them, Now for: their 
owne commodity , becauſe thereby 
they are the more ſuccoured by the 
lyuing when they are ſuffered to ap- « 
peare to them ; and ſomtymes for 
our inſtruction and profit , - becaule 
that in hearing orin ſeeing them, wee 
azc not only-the more confirmed in the 
faith of the immortallity and reſur- 
refion of the dead , but do likewiſe 
receive many other benefits withal: & 
likely allwayes they giue vs a faithful 
teſtimony of the prouidece which our 
Lord hath as wel ouer the lyuing as 
the dead. And howbeit, al (oulesw hich 
have left the body haue proper power 
of cacir olyne: nature, to. moue them- 
ſelues from one placeto an other, yet 
| hauenor althelicenceor libertyto vic 
_ the ſame, fome for being perpetuall; 
condemacd to priſon- in Hel: it ſeit, 
others 


y pat: 
, but 
ito vs, 


rough 
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o:hers in Purgatory for atyme,, in pu- 
nishmer for linne, thouzh notagainſt 
their wil, which is vi holely confor- 
mable to God , nor can the one or 
other-come from thence, without ex- 
preſſe order from the ſupreameIudye 
of the lyuing and Dead. 
Now then it happened in theſe 
dayes, in the nighttyme, while £l/34- 
bethwas {etled to fleepe, that the Soule 


_ of one, of aſuddaine, appeared to her 


in her dreame, Which viſton hoy beyc 
in her ſleepe , yet appeared itas fenſ1- 
ble vnto herimaginarion, asshee had 


been perfetly awake at noone day, ' 
and had ſeene an obie&t indeede very 


ſubie& ro the ſenſes ; appearing at 
firſt in a mourneful guiſe, and not ma- 
nifefting as yet who it was: and after 
the invocation of the moſt holy Tri- 
nity, with the figne of the holy Crof- 
fe, hee demaunding who it was: The 


Soirit ſeemed to anſweare in herſlee- 


pe, She. was the Queene of Hungary 


| her Mother , and falling on her knees, 

beſoughe her moſt earneſtly ro have 
- pirty and compaſlion on her,as ſoone 
| h as. 


[S6C! 
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as might bee : Whereupon aw aking 
She immediately offered vp to God her 
deuout' prayers , not without many 
teares in behalf of her Mother, and ſo 
layed her downe tofleepe a ſecond ty- 
me,and acaine the ſame very ſoule ap- 
peared to her in glorious manner,and 
gaue her infinit thanks for her ſuddai- 
ne ard ſpeedy deliverance, aſſuring her 
belies, that her prayers had ſo great 
an energy withthem in the ears of the 
divine Maicſty, and were ſo eratiouſlly 


eflicacious in his 1, ht, as they were 


auaileable as wel for the lyuing as for 
the dead : which $hortly she found to 
bec true, by her owne experience, 

For having now already shewed 
how forcible & efficacious the pray- 
ers of Elizabeth haue been for foules 
departed, Let ys fee heer how «fe- 


"Etual' they ' are in behoofe of the 


living. | 
It happened as then the mavrer 
was, that diuers- Ladyes and perſc- 


| nages of good ſort ; ſome for deuo- 


tion,and ſome for curioſity, and ſome 
( no doubt) to carpe at the manner of 
& ns 
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her life, came to vitit herzſuch was the 


fame and opinion they had of her; $he 


being ſo rare a patterne of Contempt 


CAS. 


of the world , and eſpecially , of ' 


voluntary Ponerty. Among which, 
one day,came a certaine Lady of her 
acquaintance, with a goodintention 
to keepe her company , being *vshe- 
red by a fonne of hers, a pro; er and 
occdly Gentleman, ani who excee- 
dingly ſer forth him'elt , being ex- 
traordinary brave and gallant in ap- 
parel , and extreamely in the fatluon; 


| ſo as calily appeared no litle paynes 


and care haJ been taken by himin al 
his habit wel perfumed , ro exhibic 
f,rih a _ and compleat Cour- 
tier :ina word, in.his garb and w hole 
ccmportemet, he ſeemeda true Cour- 
tier , to comply with Jadyes in their 
e'ement, The fſalutations betweene 
the were hardly paſted, whe El:3aberh, 
nct much accuſtomed with thoſe 


fizhts, fo her felf ro be touched with- 


a doublezeale;the one of the honor & 


plory of God, fecing his Image tobe 
To fowlely polluted with ſecular va» 


nityee, 


ICAK71 


Cha, tr, 205 THE HISTORY 
I nityes, for ſo she eſteemed thoſe tric- 


kings and deckings of the body ; the 
other for the ſoule of that poore yong 
man , fo yainely giuen and carryed 
away with the gentle ſtreame and {ly- 
ding vogue of the world, And there- 
fore knowing him wel to bee a youth 
of a goed diſpolition , and perhaps 
made acquainted heeretofore with 
ſome other better inclinations and 
inQtentiss of his; could She not chooſe 
bur ingenuouſlyfay to him, 

Good Sir , how happens you are 
> now fo brane at this tyme, & growne 
> ſuchaGallant; I haue knowne when 
? it hath been farre otherwiſe with you: 
_ 2 Arealthoſe goodly defignes of yours, 

2 now come to this, thts vanished into 
_ _ e« a \ſmoak of ſo much yanittyes , what 


23 trick you vpp lo row you, but a mal- 


> ſcof fleſh, atrufe of hay, and no mere; 
> to day very goodly as you ſ{eeme to 
> your glafſe, to: morrow a fee for the 
>» wormes, Goe to , my Child , away 
> with theſe toyes, andreareyour mind 
to higher things, that{ouleof yours 1s 
> t00 preciousto be drowned ſo intheſc 


a wr LL 4 ” $a > wor 


_ 


* - Bs 


Ln } 


BB x 9 gg o»—y — — 


 OF'S. ELIZABETH, Lib.111, 206 Cha. x. 


tanficory waues of theſe ſecular « 


e tric- EE 

- the | pomps3 Looke back againe into thoſe « 
yong former reflections of yours, you were « 
rryed || wontto make, when your tudgment « 


d (ly. | was better then now it is; and make « 
now at laſt a firme reſolution to brea- « 


Hhere- 
youth || ke with al theſe tranſitory things. « - 
rhaps Tius shee. To whom the Gentle. « 


with | man replyed. True it is Deare Madam, « 

« and || your Ladysbjpp is in the right, and'I « 
> oofs | muſt confefle I haue been too much « 
to blame, to fruſtrate the good inſpi- « 

1 are | fations which God hath ſent mee,and « 
owne || whereto for a tyme I lent my cares, « 
when || put now Lady through my owne in« << 
1 you: || gratitude, I know not how Iam fals 
ours, len into ſo ſtrange a tepidity in ſuch « 
dinto | matters, if notſtupidity, as I cannot << 
what || thinke thereof, without a great aridi= cc 

ty of mynd, fo as I feel my ſelf now {}. | 
mere; | wholely poſſeſſed with a dullnes and | 
me to || 1ethargy as it were of al good things, . | 
r the || that they take vp entirely al the facul- .. : 
away tyes of my ſoule, This only remedy }. 
mind |-remaines for me Madam, that your .. | 
Ladyship would be pleaſed toimplo- .. 


1 mal- 


'F #9 dy 


urs 15 


theſe || feand beſcech our Lord in my behalf... 
ceans TO 
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« to take mee forth of this dangerou 
« ſtate wherein I am, and to give mee 
« his grace I may breake inſ{under theſe 
chaynes that entangle mee , and (6 
inueagle mee in the ſnares of ſecular 
appetites and delires , and make me 


ec 
ve 
ec 


oe 


+ replyed. And doyou wiſh mee indeede 
« fo prayfor you as youſay , and are you 
_ Iinearneſt? Madam, ſayd he,it is my de- 
30 re and the height of my ambition, 
" Marry then,ſayed shee, you muſt ioy- 
._ hnewith mie, and vnite your yowe; 
_ withmine, & ſecond my prayers with 
yours, Which when hee had yeilded 
to, Shee crauing pardon and Tice 
| of] his Mother, tooke him incoa prius- 
te Oratory hard by, where they prayed 
together a prety ſpace , and it was 
not long ere the young Gentleman 
began to cal vpon her, ſaying : Ceale 
now your pravers 7 Moon * and piue 
ouer, for 1 find my ſelf fo eokindlei 
with their Pa , that I can not 
endure t: cir heate any longer, W her; 
Shee prayed more hartily and more 
earncitly chen before, and wi h gies 


(cl 


ynapt fox al poodnes. To vi hich shee 


gerou 


ue mee 
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ter vehemency then cuer , {lil called 
vpon God, he would pleaſe to looke 
downe vpon that Wretch enthralled 
in the ſnares of this world, and cal 
him efficaciouſly into ſome family 
of his, whereby wholely to bid adiew 
to the vanityes of the world, But hee 
Feeling his body and eſpecially his 
hart to be more and more enflatned. 
within him, and his ſtrength by litle 
and licle to fayle him quite , being 
al ouer in a (ſweat , ſometymes hot, 
ſometimes cold, panting and ſtriuing 
for breath, as it were; called out mo- 
re lowd then before, and caſting out 
his armes for wearines ,” yeilding a 
puffe withal,as the laſt of his breath, 
cryed out amaine , ſaying interru- 
ptedly as wel as he could: Ceaſe, 
ceaſe o my deare Lady , for al my 
entrailes and bowells, and eucn the 
very marrow of my bones are et- 
hauſted quite , and ni; h conſumed 
with extreame feruour of your 


prayers, When two of the Mayds 
together wi.h the venerobic Matron 
Þis Mether, coming in al ha!t, wita 

hc aria” 
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hearing the cryes hee made, who were 
hardly able to hold him vp by the waſt, 
from ſinking to the ground, or to ſtay, 
ſo that hee might nottake any harme 
by afal through weakenes, orthatin 
aſwoune, he might paſſe away and re- 

_ .eurnno more vnto himſelf, His\body 
the while was ſo hot , as they could 
hardly endure to touch his fleſh, being 
bathed al ouer with the ſweat that 
ſtarted forth: of the pores of his body, 
a1quor expelled & put forth, through 
excefieof heate within:him: 

Artlength, while ſhe ſtil perſeucred 


hardly to fetck-his breath , ſtil called 
 vpon her witha voyce as lowde as hee 
could, ſaying withal ſubmiſſion, and 
orcateſt importunity he could, O 
Madam , F pray gige ouer your prayers 
A for the loue of LESVS Chr, that I 
may not vntimely thus end my dayes, 
whom you haue ſo defigned to a 
better life, Whereupon El:zaberh ma- 
King an end, the young maribeganne 
preſently to come to himſelf, and to 


coole ia his body ,. the heate ccaling, 
and 


mprayecs, the young man now able 


pig oo = Worry) A hh ry? ®t AY fu ou &\ We au A oA» +. 


" nl, | 


and he coming at laſt to a more na- 
tural temper, promiled the Lady out 
of hand to recciue tic habit of Sant 
Frgcs of Aſif um , which ſhortly after 
he performed , to his vnſpeakeable 
comfort and toy of his Mother, who 
loued him truely as Mothers ought to 
loue their children , nor barring him 
through carnal affeRtion from his ſpi- 
ritual preferrements; where hee conti- 


nued to his dying day , ftil magnifying 


Elizabeth as the Authour next vnto 
God of his chicfeſt happyneſſe and 
po felicity. Beſides which a@ of 

ers, it is commonly reported , this 
blefled Matron procured the ſalua- 
tion of- many, by the eflicacy of her 


. prayer. | 
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and mercy of Elizabeth, shewed after 
she had reconered her portion into ber 
hands. © ; 

.— AAA a2 19 


euery one hath ſome manner of 


A Sinal ſpecies or Kinds of things; 
” excellence 
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excellence aboue the reſt : as in flo- 
wers,the Roſe: the Lyon, among the 
foure footed beaſts:the Delphin, with X 
the fiſhes: in ſtones,the Diamant: the c 
Fire, aboue the reſt heElements: :Sokc 
Mercy among the reſt of moral yer- 
rucs ſeemes- to carry away the pal- 
me. Burt if wee ſpeake of the mercy 
of God , of al the diuine attributes 
that ae , there is none more ad- 
uantageous to man , nor any found 
more o1crious to himſelf: in this ver- 
tue God hath lodged perfection, 
w hich che Sages hwy, conſtituted ina 
Hheape of al yertues; ſo as the merciful 
by meanes of this , may be ſated to 
veltlebe al yertues, Secondly , on 
Lord hath placed felicity * 4:2 hg and 
made a Beatitude thereof, And laft'y 
10 mercy God hath delineated a per- 
fe et as it were, according t3 
the image and.reſſemblance of him- 
ſelf, where he (ayes. Bee you merciful a: 
your heanenly Fathers 15, A holy vertue 
no doubt which ſo dignifyes - men 
chat it makes them not onely as An- 
gels, but euen like God himſelf. 
When 
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When El:zabeth therefore had re- 
ouered from the Prince the por- 
with :.n due vnto her in conſideration 
t:the Bf her dowry , she was to receiue 
ts:50 Bf him , by a certaine accord', ma= 
1 ver- ſhe betweene them - Shee delired to 


n flo- 


ng the 


e pal- Bue it reduced into a grolle fumme, 
mercy Rhar she might according to the 
butes hoſpel . ſel what $hee had, to 
'e ad-Wue meanes to shew this mercy 
found 


vee ſpeake of , to the poore: 

hich shee did , remembrinz the 

ction, xamples of the old and new 

d ina FTeltament : That whereas Adam | 
rciful being naked: after his ſfinne ; God Oen.3, 
ied to thouzh much offended with him, 

OT Finſteed of punishing him , preſent- 

,, and ly rooke care to cloth him : and 


S vECr- 


3 


lay Erterefore:: shee would | cloth the — 
L PEr- naked The Iubily which was orday= Lew! 
NS Wned in the old law , in fauour of 25. 


him- Þ gebtours , that in that holy yea- 
ifula' | ce they should be freed of all their 
/ertue Bl debts: :: raught her to releiue the 
ment needy and- miſerable 111 their Ne- / 
s An- cellityes. The ordinance of God 

q 4 3 to leauc 


Vhen 
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to leaue the shatered eares of corne th 
the gleaners in the:feild during this; 
harucit, was a leflon to-her, rodiſpero; 
ſe w hatshe had among the poore; hal 
In the new Teſtament, shehada 
allurancecinca herof a liberal rewarWir 
at the hands of God, for adish of wal», 
cer given to the poore in his nameſn; 
The Parables inuicing .the poore t 
the banquets of che rich housholdeihc 
were as {o many inſtructions to her 
to shew mercy tothem, The remenyhot 
brance of that ſad cataſtrephe of thy 
rich Gluttonfor his want of compalſvi 
fion to Lazarws , and his vnmercity 
dealing with him, was a caution and 
terrour to her. And. she weighedhr 
withal, how: the-dreadful ſentence alpis 
_ that terrible Judge at the latter day: 
vpbrayded not, the comitting of ſinfor 
- nes fo much, as the omitting of thiſhati 
works of mercy. Conlidering therehue 
forchow in theharmony of mans bon 
_ toy;, one mermber:{uccours an -otheiſſſike 
without any: manner of diſcontſe a{þf ( 
al, by the only'impalſe and: incliovÞpth 
uon , they haue of correſpondences \ 
one 
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ornetdne with an other: shee held it vnrea- 
ng thilbnable and againſt nature nor to ſuc= 
diſpetBour the needy members of the myſti- 
re. Mal body of the Church, with w os she 
had alvas one among the reſt. And bchol- 
ing how bealts of the ſame kind do 
lock together , to defend each other 
nal occal1 ons,.she held it ashame her 
caſon should be. put to confuſion by 
heir want of reaſon, or to be found 
re brutish then beaſts themſelnes, 
ot to help, ſuccour, and releiue her 
eiuhbour of the ſelf ſame ſpecies - 
ith her. But that which ſeemed-to 
ouch her molt , was that ſaying of 
dB 41n} lohn. Hee that beholds bis brother 11% 3: 
in neceſsiry, and shuts vp the bowels of . 
Wis mercy spainflbim , bow is it that Cha= 
ity should reſt in bim > For this she 
onlidered, who hath not Charity 
Wath not! grace , and by conſe- 
; thereFuence not life , but cucn remaynes 
ans bon death ; and: laſtly that he is not 
n -otheſſike ro find any mercy at the hand 
2utle aÞþf God who ſhewes it not vntoan 
inclioofÞther. 
dence} Wherefore, ſay , El:3abeth hauing 


one O gotten 
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gotten theſe treaſures into her handſla 
She hid them not inthe earth , as onfO 
that were fearcful of wants her ſel 
nor lockt tkem vp in Coffers, , Iv 
one that were couetous : but relyingJnc 
rather on the prouidence of God , an 
hauing an eye on the immenſe prof 
and returne shee was to make there 
in thenext lite, shee intended to pu 
them forth tovſe , into the hands of 
Chr ſt, by dealing them to the poor 
in hope I ſay of an excelle vſury of 
hundred for one. Shee ſent them intqÞh1 
euery Coalt of the countryes roun 
abour to allemble the poore togeathe 
at a certaine day deligned by her, a 
poiating likewiſe a certaine plac 
leaſt through ignorance perhapps an 
might erre and miſſe the Deale. Whet 
lo at the place and tyme appointed 
an incredible multitude of the poo! 
of al ſorts , came flocking thither, 
{o as the like number of them hal 
neuer beene ſcene in Thuringis or Hi 
fia either : it was a world to ſee hoy 
2reat a multitude there was : ſong 
; lame, 
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 handſlame , ſome blind , ſome deaf , fome 
| as onflOrphans , ſome Widowes, and ſome 
er ſelYaged perſons , and ſome with their, 
rs , wholc famil; cs at once , as hauing 
relyinJnoe reſting or abiding place, There 
>d , anffmight you ſee a mother carying one 
e profiſfchild on her back, and another hang 
e therofclinging to her breaſt. A child teading 
ro puſſſhis blind father, and the father ca- 
ands dying his lame child. The lame who 
e poonſſhad his eyes, but wanted limmes, was 
ary of caryed and ſuſteyned by him who had 
em intFÞis Iimmes but not his eyes , being 
; rounWuided by him that ſate aboue. If theie 
geathqſſwere any with ſtump armes who had 
her , apo hands, bur his tongue very voluble 
» placeſand freeghe would ioyne with him that. 
pps anjſſas dumb, and begge the one with his 
-. W henongue , the other with his band ſtret- 
zointedched forth ; & El:24berh her ſelf would 
ce poottand the while extteamely edifyed 
thicherÞvith the mutual charity which ap= 
em hadſſpeared amongſt them, They ſhewed 
or Ha{FPcing altogether , like a huge army 
ſee homſſcattered after a diſcomforture giuen, 
; ; ſomeFUlcoucring their younds and maymes 

lame, To Oz receiued 
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receiuedin ſeruice, repayring to their 
Captayne for pay, & ſtretching forth 
the hand to receiue the ſame. to 

Elrzabeth therefore appointed ſome, [© 
both men and women to keepe FoodlW 
order, inthe diſtribution of the alm}'* 
ſhe intended togiuec, and to cauſe the le 
multicude to fit downe in certaine 
files and rancks , and to quiet them ſu 
if they chaunced to tumultuat amongſſ**! 
themſclues , as viſually ſuch people 
do , complayning of cach cther for 
the lighteſt cauſe., and many times 
without any cauſe at al ; she preſcri- 
bed a penalty of a publique con- 
fucion, to the faulty and delinquents, 
by cutting off the hayre of any who- 
ſocuer should once preſume to got 
forth of their place , while the dole 
was made, or were noted to moleſt 
their fellowes any wayes , or to cfer 
to take a double almes, to the preiu- 
dice of the reſt , who might happily 
want by ſuch an abuſe. 

Beſides theſe poore ,- were preſent 
likewiſe an innumerous multicude d 
other people to. bchold the fight, 

whom 


O their 


ſome, 


aſe theſſſelf , which howbeit ſhe might wel 
rtaine he recommended to others , yet - 
© themſ{ſuch was the pleaſure ſhe tooke the- 
mon? rein , as She could not be ſatisfyed, 
people ifshe did it not with her owne Rds 
doing herein like the careful and (ol- 


Iicitous busbandmyin, who though he 
tcult others to plow his tang? WAI 


wil hee ſow the ſecede himſelf : being 
wel aduiſed , rhat wha, ſuwes ſparingly 
thal as ſparinely reape , and Wyo Sal 
ſow in benedit:1ns , shal yeape in be- 
nediflions. And this she did with fo 
pleaſant and cheareful a countenan= 
ce, az wel demonſtrated the confiden- 
ceshe had of her future harveſt in the 
next life, So as beſides the treaſures 
che layd vp there , $he gaue forth a 
moſt do's rom odour of ſanctity to 
God and Angels, and a moſt lively 
cximple to mento follow herthercin, 

O3 In 


er for 
' times 
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forth whom the rarenes thereof had moued 
| tocone and view the ſame, Whea this 
religious ' Comforter of the poore 
. #0od would walke among the midit of the 
 almesrancks Rr eawas the monyes her 
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In which diſtributions at one tymdq{ 
only , she ſpent little leſſe then fiy 
hundred pounds ſterling , to the in$ 
credible releife of a world of pec 
ple 


When Jo the dole was ended, and ! 
the company were now broke yp ſac 
they returned other homes , al prayFbc 
ling God with hymres and CanticlegÞ9t 
of ioy, and magnifying this his truſt 
Stewardeſle & faithfull Diſpenſatreſl 


of his goods,cxtolling her co.che sKyes 
eod powring forth a million of bleſ 
ſings vpon her. Yet ſome there wer 
who by reaſon of ſome ficknes orfyhi 
other infirmityes , were fayne to 
abide there al night, and lye here 
and there al ſcattered vp and down 
in the Hoſpital , the place appointe 
for the Jaid dole, of whom this zea 
| Jous Seruant of Chriſt , not fatisfying 
her ſelf with what shee had moſt chi 
ritably and libecally done already, 
tooke a molt tender compaſlion , and 
preſently commaunded good fires to 


be/ made cuerie where of Charcoals 
and 


and billets , which $shee there pro- 
ured at her owne coſt and charges, 

and the poore to be called to the 

ame , and that cuery one, beſides 
hat they had already ſhould haue 
loafe of bread and "i deere a peece; 
nd ſome who had the greateſt neede 
hould moreouer , haue their feete 
doth washed and annoynted.Whercar 
he multirude brake forth into shouts 
fioy and harty acclamations in her 
 $kyesÞrayſes, crying out with oneaccord,. 
\f bleſ{MWong line Elizabeth great Saint and FI 

e wereſſant of God : and he reioyced the 
.nes offyhile, notto heare her owne prayſes, 
yne toſÞut to ſeethe members of Chrift ſo wel 
e hereſiontented. 
downe 
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QERAERCRURERYRERERERERY 


OF A CERT AINE ACCIDENT 
Wbich shewed bow Elizabeth had 
likewiſe the gift of Prophecy-: 

W /th ber chavitable as in 

relief of t Lepoore, 


Cnar, I, 


'A*® the glorious El;zaberth was thu 
*A renowned for her bounteou; 
almes, and the exercize of al vertue 
which 1lluſtrate and eteroize Saint 
co the end there might nothing be 
wanting to adorne her lyfe, it appeare 
She had likewiſe the Gift of Prophe 
Cy , and reuelation of future things 
Which before we ſet downe in pat 
ticular , wee wil glaunce a litle vp 
the doctrine of the Catholique 
Church, in this point of revelation 
IM general , to engender a mor 
conſtant belcife of ſuch things bein 
related in particular. Now then a 


| diuinely. declares Pope Boniface thi 


Fil 
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Ninth, in the Bul of the Canonization ;, 
SR of Saint Bridzit; even from the Begin- rec! - 
ning of the world Keuelations have 2g: 
beene. For that ({ according to the 
Apoſtle ) to ſome is giuen the grace 
J** Þ| to work myracles;to ſome Prophecyes 
| &c, andit is a matter of faith to be- 
leiue there haue beene ſuch ; and 
he were Heretiqque , who should 
deny the revelations of the Prophets, 
and perticularly the Apocalips of Saint 
lob, The Popes recount tie viſions 


"a5 thi 


mnteou & Reuelaiions of many Saints, when 
/ertues they canonize them, Belides that , ma- 
Saintifg ny Saints have written Reuelations of 


ing bd other Saints: asS, Bafil thoſe of S, Cc= 
,ppeare: lambanns and others: Sainf# Panlings: 
"rophe] Biſhop of Nola , wrot thoſe of Saint 


thing} Falix : S. Bernard thoſe of S, Malachy: - 
in pay} $.Bonauenture of $,Franncis, And finally 

le vpci al thoſe who but write'the Liues of 
holiqug} Saints, recount their-Reuclations and 

elationf Prophecyes , as heere wee shaldo of. 
2 morf} our Saint, Thus it was: At what ryme, 
7s bein that great and general d6ate was made- 
then a to the:poore wee mentioned: aboue, . 
face th ; O-5; yader- 


Nt! 


Ch. 4. 
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vnder the penalty of cutting cff the 
hayre of delinquents. A certaine 
Damſel in the company was brought 
to Elizaberh, and accuſed, asone who 
had tranſgreſſed the aforelaid Ordi- 
nance made by her, Which $hee yn- 
derſtanding , and not reſpeRing her 
ſingular beauty and feature , nor 
yet her goodly hayre layed forth to 


view , without more adoe, not re- 


garding Her plaints , or liſtning to 


her freinds w ho ſpeake in her behalf, 


cauſed the ſame to be quice cur cf; 
whereat the Virgin wept moſt bit- 
terly , pittifully lamenting ſhe was 
vndone, there being ſome who con- 
ſantly affirmed the yong Mayden had 
committed no fault at al, and there- 
fo.c had great injury offered her, by 
them who wrongfully accuſed her, 


ſhe coming thither act for any oree- 


dynes of a}mes, but to ſee a liſter cf 
hers there preſent, Whercat Elr3abeth 
not moued awhit , ſmiling, replyed. 
Goe too then , the mayd hath ccm- 
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tis wel, tis wel, fo much the better; 
and now by the lofle of her hayre 
ſhe is like to gaine her ſoule , and 
hereafter I trow ſhe wil refrayne 
from her dauncing , and the like. 
And ſending for her , ſhe appeared 
with a fad anddeſolate countenance, 
hauing loſt ſo,that goodly ornament 
of her head ; "he deare Seruant of 
Cbrif demaunded of her , whether 
the cuer had a defire or reſolute pur= 
pole or noe, to haue lead amorere- 
gular and ſpiritual life then shee had 
donne., Whereto the Mayd anſwea- 
red with a modeſt Dake as being - 
not a licle confounded at the 
queſtion .chee made her, True it is .; 
Madam , I muſt confcile , nor if I ., 
would, without i impiety can] deny, > 
but that long fince I had the, 
mynd to bhaue entered into Reli- >> 
gion , in ſomeone of the beſt refor- ___ 
med orders; and ſurely had done yrt,.,. © 
if the gayneſle and beauty of my hay- , 


xe , which is now cut off, had not 


cooled © 5 


_ - - 
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> ſame. 
> It is wel then , replyed' Fl:2aleh 
> and thercfore am 1 now: glad thy 


> hath beene a great: hinderance and 
> impediment to thee , in a: ſpiritual 


IJ 


= 


> Emperour , and ſee hiin ſeated and 


>> eſtablished in that Imperial Throne, 
> way to become a Religious woman 


> and blelle the occaſion that made you 
-» thus to enter into your ſ{c}f, Hoy ſay 
>.y0U,arc you not-content to abandon 


--to a {iri&ter life for his ſake , who 


Vea- Malam rteplyed 'shee , 1 am 
content,and more then thar, to do any 
thing els your Ladysipp shal appoint 
for my. £o0d.. Whereupon: sh*e tooke 
the Mayd and gaue her worſe apparel 
eben that she ware, and placed ber asa 
SELUant 


> cooled” my. delire. and fruſtrated the 


> hayre is cut cft , for that I ſce it 


> courle : and this I ſay to thee beſides, 
that I should nottake ſo much com- 
> fort to haue- my ſonne proclaymed. 


> as I'shal do to fee theetin fo faire a 


25 thou hirit intendeft ; pray for mee i 


>rheworld, and to betake your ſelf 


«hath ſo mercyfully expeRted this long? 


> bepes A 8}| fred Works > 4 ay, was 


d the 
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Seruant in the Hoſpital; which office 
shee faithfully and piouſly executed 
ſo long as shee lived, And the ſtan- 


ders by were ogreatly moued at the. 


accident, concluding al , that infal- 
libly shee-had the gift of Prophecy, 


| and revelations of things remote, 
hidden , and future :; and now they / 
began more then euer to regard 


her, while nothiny is more ſpecious 
in the eves of men , then Gifts of 
theſe Kinds, and ſuch efpecia foucurs 
from God, But leauing theſe , let vs 


Charity againe , whereof I find no 
end. . | how 


' Although a man would verily 
haue thought, to haue ſcene the pro-- 
falſe largeſſe of this incomparable. 


Stewardeffe of Chriſt , shee might 
wel haue fate downe with what shee 


had already” done : Yet as one but 


now to begin , and who as yet had. 
done nothing 'to the purpoſe ; shee- 
had a good mynd with the like boun-. 
ty., to haue. diſpoſed to the releife- 

” in of the- 


—  -- 


returne co her. wonted works of. 


| 5.4.38 THE HISTORY 


of the poore , the remaynder of ker 
portion {til in her hands ; whereof 
Shee was to live and ſvſtayne her ſelf: 
Shee was ſoextreamely enamoured ct 
that vertue , and ſo wonderfully af- 
feed to the needy and neceſſitous 
people. And ſurely shee had done 
ſo indeed, had not the Reuerend 
Father and Guide of her foule, her 
deareſt Maiſter , preuented her in 
taking care for her temperaltyes: 
and therefore wiſely foreſceing and 
prouidipg for future neceſlityes, 
torbad her the ſame with a ſtrickt 
commaund , making vſeof rhe ab- 
ſolute power and authority he had 
ouer her; appointing ſcme hard and 
ſenere perſons to accompany her 
alwayes, and to obſerue very dili- 
Lently all her ations , and to inti- 
mate to him and complayne of her, 
if shcee obayed not his commaunde- 
ments, to wit, if shee were-obſerned 
to paſle her ſtint aſſigned her, in dea= 

ling almes, _ 
An order was taken , that if any 
ous 
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one had complayned of her , shee 
was humbly to come, and take cor- 
reQion for it, both by werds and ſtri- 
pes as the matter required ; ſo as ſome- 


' tymes shee was {mit on the cheekes, 


in which kind of correction shee 
much retoyced, remembring ihe bc- 
xes of the eares which Chrifl had in his 
paſſion, eſpecially that ſame of the 
Souldiour with his armed fitt, in the 
preſence of Annac ; holding them all 
as too light in regard of the lame; 
Shee would haue wiſhed their hands 
more hard and a great deale more 
heauy to ſuffer more for his ſake, and 
the loue of that ſpecial vertue, Which 
fault when shee had once committed, 
and accordingly been punished , shee 
was commaunded to diſtribute no 


| more then a penay at onee to a poore 


body, Wherein with a pious breach, 
and yet a litteral obſeruance, shee ſo 
obeyed her Mailter, as shee neuerthe- 
les gaue reaſonable ſatisfation' to 
her tender and merciful mind. For 
now $shce would giue to many, one 
by one , what shee, had wone 


co 
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to fewer in greater pecces : Which 


when her Maiſter once perceiued, be. | 


cauſe shee obeyed nor his wilthercin, 
he forbad her to giue ary more mo- 
ney, and onely permitted her to giue 
Bread , which when shee began to 
deale more bountyfully then he 


would hauc her, hereiſtrayned her to 


give peeces of bread only , whereas 
before shee had dealt whole loaues at 


onceto ſeucralperſons, and ſo witha! 
wondertul variety , was both Obe.- 
dience exerciſed in her , and compat-| 


ſton prouoked. 


If shee had beene commaunded «| 


any tyme to refrayne from giuing of 
almes or to meddle with leaprous or 
diſcaſed perſons, or elſe to diſcharge 
and diſmiſſe ſuch as shee had already; 
it was a woder toſce how vpon a ſud- 
daine , her coulour would goe and 


come, as shee had verily beene in af 


ſtrange dilemma what to do; When 
indeede it would bee no more but a 
terrible conflict in her ſelf berwcenc 
_ the ſuperiour and inferiour part of 
her ſoule , or the ſoucraigne pow® 
no, TED whicd 


which Obedience exerciſed vpon her 
owne inclination to. communicate 
her meanes to the poore, and to pra- 
tiſe ſuch works 7 29S SO-aS Now 
and then , shee would bee in ſuch a 
per olexity of mindthercat,asthe good 
Father knew not what to doin the 
cale. For one while he feared leaſt 
the diſquiet of her mynd .shee felt 
therewith might bring Ss into ſome 
inconuenience of her health, which 

was the thing he doubted ſo much, 
by dealing ſo boldly with ſuch lea- 
prous people ; orbit againe he 
would feare as much, leaſt her exce(- 
hue liberality would bring al to 
_ naughr, and he be blamed for guiding 
her no berter, And laſtly otherwhi- 

les but very tenderly he bagel ro luſ- 
| ou her promptnes in Obedience, thar 
ound fuch maine oppoſition inthe i= 
feriour part of her ſoule; til weighing 
the matter with moredeliberation , he 
found it to be rather an emulpus trife 
between two noble andeminent ver= 
rues in her:of Charity to the Neigh- 
bour,and Charity to Go-; Picty tothe: 
pP CIe,, 
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| | poore, anda perfet Obedienceto her ſl fo 
Superiour, And therefore commen. i 
ding the matter to God from thence. fl (|; 
forth he was reſolued in thoſe things ſl &i 
to leaue her to the vnRion of the ſl yj 
H oly Gheſi , tO inſpir e and direct her in ter 
the beſt, pr 
Which liberty,as shee perceiued to ſl th 
be afforded her from her Maiſter, fea- lf thi 
riug Shee had violated the Lawes of Iſt to 
Obedience, and that her Mailſter had fl fe] 
beene fayne to ccndeſcend to her in- fff py 
firmityes, shee reſolued with her ſelf Þ no 
thenceforth ,. schee would be more ſb ſo 
exact, preciſe, and punctual, not only Þ© ret 
to obey him to the letter , but cuen ſth 
likewiſe to the ytmoſt extent ct his }ſ gr 
intention, as neare as shee was able || or 
co interpretthe ſame, Wherein doubt- ÞÞ mi 
les shee made a notable conqueſt of | he 
her ſelf, conſidering her pious incli- || he 
nation to works of © harity; ſotoim- | w 
molate the ſame on the Aultar of O- | w 
bedience, as shee did afterwards, And- 
therefore henceforth shee contenied 
her ſ{clf with ſuch works of Charity 
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schee mightimagin , he intendedroin- 
clude in his prohibitions and iniun- 
ions given her, And ſs shee went 
with her Mayds to the Hoſpital to 


tend the ſick, not infected with lea- 


proly, and waſhed them , and made 
their bedds for them , and couered 
them as they lay. And would often ſay 
to her Mayds whom shee made as her 


fellow es in theſe occaſions: How hap- 


py arewee, Siſters, who haue the ho- 
nour $:waſh our Lord, to tend him 
ſo,andto couer him in his bed, Whe- 
reto being enflamed with her example, 
they would anſweare, Yea; and take 
great complacence therein , how beyt 
one of them being ſomewhat lelle 
mortifyed thenthe reſt , one day gaue 
her this anſwere, not fo plealing to 
her; You Lady , it ſeemes can away 
with this fluctishnes , but ſo cannot 


| wee, and other women : which Elrz4- 
beth hearing, diſlſembled the matter, 


and replyed not a word ; but wee 
pizuſly beleeue shee laboured not 


alittle, what wich prayers, and other | 
meanes 
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meanes to reclayme her from that 
coldnes and repidity ia the ſcruice of 
God in his weak and feeble mem- 
bers 

Vpon a certaine Woman great 
with child and neare her tyme, hee 
beſtowed houſ-roome and al nece!]a- 
ry furniture for her childbirch , and 
' *$hee being delivered of a daughter, 
newly borne ; shee cauſed it to be 
Chriſtened,and baptiſed by the name 
of Elizabethi and likewiſe daylic vilt- 
ted the woman in childbed , and {til 
carryed ſome 'good dith of meate or 
other with her , to comfort her 
withal]. But at length this ingratetul 
woman being now recouered and 
brought to a perfe& ſtate of health, 
togcather with her huſband, with one 
conſent,ran quite away from her, 'lea- 


uing their litle daughrer behind them, 


to the mercy , of the charitable Ma- 
tron,taking ſome part of the furnitu- 
rewith them, that was Dutlent them 
for the tyme only. Whereof when the 
Seruant of God had noticegiuen her, 
by her Mayd whom $hee had ſent 


YDLU 


that 
e of 
CIne 


reat 
Shee 
e{]a- 


and 


hter, 
-0 be 
Jame 
vilt- 
d iti] 
te or 
: her 
teful 

and 
2lth, 
1 one 
\ lea- 
hem, 
 Ma- 
nitu- 


them 


-n the 
1 her, 


| ſent 
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to be brought to her, and pur it forth 
co be nurſed by a ſouldiours wife a 
neighbour by : When ſending imme- 
diatly to the Gouernour of the Citty, 
hee cauſed a diligent ſearch and pur- 
ſuit to bee made for thoſe wretched 
vagabonas, But when they, could 
not be found , the holy woman be- 
trooke her ſelf ro hier prayers, and fo 
cauſed them shortly to retarne againſt 
their wills, and to begye pardon very 
humbly on their knees, for their great 
ingratitude and prodigious impiety: 
afhrming they had been very miſera- 
bly puniſbed already, in that, through 
the tuſt indgment of God, they were 
not able to paſſe. any further , - but 
were conſtreyned- in -ſ{pite' of their 
harts to returne againe, The fault 


was ſoone pardoned by the bleſſed 


woman, with condition to take their 
child apaine : and (ſo they were both 
reſtored to her fauoyr. But yet inſome 


manner of penancefor their:heynous 


deli , shee tooke away from her 
a 
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yato her, with a good diſh of meate; 
shee preſently commaunded the child 
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a cloake which shee had giuen her be. 


fore, ſaying : that an iniury was ſo to 
be pardoned, as the ſame might not 
come to bee offered any more. Which 
cloake shee preſently beſtowed on a 
poore Mayd at hand ; who through 
the merits of the Saint, was ſo 1'1u- 
mined thereby with the grace of God, 
as shee vowed immediatly thereupon, 
_ perpetual Virginity, and obſerued the 
ſame to her dying day, leading a moſt 
yertuous life, 


THI CERETT 09 


'Eli zaberh 70 the Neighbour in Fpiritnal 
mercyes : and particularly of her 


ſingular gift of Prayer. 
CHAT VYV. 


| not enough to haue theſe tem- 
poral mercyes , in behoofe of the 
poore , if wee haue not the ſpiritual þ 
works of mercy withal. There arc 

ſome 


ſome very apt to put their hands yery 
readily in their purſe , to releiue the 
neceſlityes of the poore, Many who 
can prodigally enough , lay out very 
largely vpon building of pious how- 
ſes. And many likewiſe wil ſpare for 
no coſt, to endow them with Rents 
very amply , ſo they may haue but 
the name of Founders only, and haue 
theyr armes aduanced in the Fron- 
tiſpices thereof : But ,to put the 
hand to the hart to raze out ran- 
cour by the rootes; to pardon an 
Injury received , to loue ones ene- 
2QQ my, to do good for il, to direct the 
ignorant and tepid in the way of ſal- 

uation , being (inners to reconcile 
inal them to God, and remayning in gra- 
ce, to harten them on to perſcueran= 
ce, and to help them to the yſe of 
the Sacraments , and a- thouſand 
moreof thelike kind, and al this for 
the true Loue and Charity of God: 
How few there are God wot ! Alas, 


tem- 
of rhe 
ritual 
Ee arc 
ſome 


wholely negleRſuch things, 


ww a... 
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But 
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But El;zabeth as schee Was pittyful 
in all external things belonging to 


the body : 19-muk you imayin, her 


zeale to bee! much more in the {pui- 
tual neceſlityes of the foule, Hence 


it was, trat sbee would earrieitly ex WF 


hore ai Mothers, after their children} 
were borne, not to differre baptiſme, 
For theick now lying in extreames 
at the mercy of God, sHee would care. 
fully perſwade and procure them to 


cleanſe their conſciences by confe(- (** 


fion., and to recciue their Viatique 
with the rc{t of the rights of the' 
Church. And once her zeale carrycd 
her ſo farre , as shee that otherwiſe 
was ſo meeke as to ſubmit her ſelf 
toany correction ; for the leaſt tran(- 
greſfion i inthe world, did beate a wo- 
man {ſomewhat handſomely with © 

wand'in her: hand, for :differring her 


_ Confeſſion too long, whereby with | 


ſtripes \, shee expelled-the .ſpirir ofit® 

ſlourhfulnes | » and. repidity from. 

=: | 
And for ber pidey and. deuotion to 


hol things, though shee Henry 
ene 
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c 1 (ehe Reliques of Saints, with tapers & —& 
'* Fincenſe according to the cuſtome of 
ood Chriſtians, pioully offering be= 
hdes the money shee had earned her 
Welf, with her handy works, moſt re. 
Fucrently on the Aultar, Yet shee (eee 
med co miſlikechoſe ſuroptuous Ima< 
Fes. And therefore entering once ints 


a Church of Fryars profeſfing Po- 
"I ty , Shee rebuked them for theic 


celle therein ,, bekolding ſuch cu- 
ious-and exquilit peeces of work- 
nanfhip there, ſaying: Theſe had been 
Petter beftowed vponthe mayntenan= 
cof the poore, the lyuing images of 
cir Creatour, and that rhememory 
Þfthe Saints were rather and better ts 
e honoured-with a religions mynd, 
ten with all ſach' extcrnall orna- . 
nents ,'to infiſt ſo mach vpon them 
1d negleRttheother, And totheend, 
may appeare with what ſpirit shee 
ake it , that which Shee ſayd vpon 
me other occaſion is worth the no- 
Wis ; which was this. : 
'Toone who had exceedingly come 
ended an Lmage there preſent, both 
— = 
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' for the excellency of the works 
manſhip; and the rarenes and pre 
ciouſnes of the ſuffe it was made of; 
Shee anſweared , how all that which 
he prayſed ſoe much in the image 
Shee poſleſſed in het bart, and hal 
ic there more lively. imprinted and 
 charaQtered, : » 3:6 1:1. 8 
Thus this great Seruant 'of God, 
being endowed with ſoe rare and 
excellent vertues, faithfully executel 
the office of Martha , Yet ſoc yoi 
may imagin as shee omitted not the 
while the Contemplatiue , and quiet 
life of Mary. For when shee w 
not buſyed about the external 
workes of Charity ; and the care0 
her houſe , ſhe. ordinarily repaytel 
to a certaine ſplitary place /',; where 
falling with her-knees on the or OUNC 
and lifting vp her eyes , hands , an 

hart to heauen , 'ſhee would - x 
prolixly for divers howers togeathe 
with extraordinary, deuotion @ 
feeling, and not without great pleniand 
of teares , whereins. {hee had _ perfe; 

| | 4 £27) | 4 10g) 


L- : » 
ne” 


ſiagular gift from God, For as ſhee 
wept shee disfigured not her face 
a whitt as others are wont, through 
excelle of dolour, but with a cheare- 
full and picaſant countenance telti- 
fyed and expreſled comforts and 
great conſolations the while. And 
the teares shee ler fal in her latter cy- 
mes, were accompanyed ratber with 
ſmiles chen (ighes, or groanes, ſoe as 
ſhee ſeemed to weepe, ratherthen te 
oreiue and lament. And no marucile, 

for her countenance ypon no Occa- 
kon of mil-fortune would euecr 

change or alter a whitt, but alwayes 


keepe the ſame tenour of chearefull- 


nesard ſereaity with it. 

Nor may wee imagin shee arri- 
ued to-this ſoc high , perfeRtion of 
Prayer at once, bur aſccaded thereto 


by certaine degrees, For faſt, 
Shee only; began to haue a lively 
delire of.i perfection and Loue of 
wEGod. Secondly , shee ſtirred vp 
Jand excited her ſelf ro attaine * this 
perfection with a&ts of delixe and 

ns P 2 Louc, 
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Loue, and from ſighseuen fetcht from 
the inward of the hart ſtill crauing of 
our Lord this perfeRtion and loue, 
Thirdly shee had a continuall watch 
ypon all her thoughts, words, and 
works , not to offend and difpleaſe 
Godin whatſoever, being ſtill preſent 
to herſelf inall affayres , & not ſuffe. 
rivg herhart to bee carryed and diſtra- 
cedwith them, Fourthly, shee would 
deale very really indeede to obteyne 
Vertues , practizing and exercizivp 
ſomeaRts of them in particular things, 
nor euer ceaſed till shee had gotten a 
facility and babitia them, Fiftly , shee 
would take her ſuſtenance and cor- 
_ porall foode very ſparingly , no more 
then would ſerue to maintayne lite, 
& to comply with her neceffaty-obli. 
pations; butherein shee would notbee 
r@0 extreame but ruled andguided by 
her Maiſters direQion, eſpecially after 
Shee had onceſubmittedher (elf to his 
Obedience. Sixtly- , shee-- attended 
with great care to the mortification of 
her diſordinate aftetions, and in pat- 
ticular to the abnegation of her - 
| an 


and her Wil and inclinations good or 
ill, wherein as I hane ſaied aboue,shee 
found any difficulty ; as in the points 
of dealing almes more profuſety.then 
shec ought , and doing ſome ſpeciall 
mortifications shee affeted moſt, to 
wit, with medling with leapers to the 
hazard of her health , and the like, 
Seaucnthly , shee had her interiour 8 
exteriour powers exceedingly recol- 
lected , and eſpecially her fu ſenſes; 
that they might not bee fcattered and 
diſperſed on creatures. And for her 
thoughts , and memory, likely shee 
would buſy and imploy them in the 
Meditation of the Laſt things, and of 
the iudgments of God. 

Laſtly, shee would put before her 
eyes the imitation of the Life of our 
Sauiour Chriſt , and his Saints ; con- 
forming her life as much as shee could 
with their lives, in doing sharp pe- 
nances as they : diſcoucring her ſoule 
entirely to her Maiſter , or ſpirituall 
Guide , not concealing any thing 
either poad or bad , which shee did 
not manife(t to hyn : that shee might 
P 3 be 
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be the more ſecure from all illuſions 
and deceites of the common enemy, 
Shee held with herſelf a certaine 
norme, reRirude , and equallity'in 
her life and actions , and the ſame 
Shee would keepe with others. Her 
thoughts were alwayes of the short- 
nes of this life , and how the ſame 


continually went drawing to its end; 


for which cauſe it behoued her to 
goc with a continuall watch and 
examen ypon all her life and ation), 
walking euer in perpetuall prayer in 
the preſence of God : all which pro- 
ceeded from her much retirement at 
from a river and fountaine, Aql 
this prayer shee-would vſually make 
of the myſteries of the Life, Paſſion 
and Death of our Redeemer, whence 
her ſoule would receiue particula 
light of the veritics and myſteries 0 
our holy Faith, & illuſtratiss and ſoucy 
raignefcelings, which shee concealed 
and diſcouered not to any but her 
Maiſter. By which prayer likewilc 
her ſoule came to haue a chaſt feare 0 
God,notto offend himin ought what 
ſoeuer, lf 
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ſocuer , and a great obliuion , negle&, 
nemy, I and contempt of herſelf , attributing 
rtaine neuer any thing to her ſelf, but wholy 
ity inFt0 God. DE 
 famefl By thefe degrees as ſo many ſteps 
 Herfſdas it were Elizabeth mounted to the- 
height of perfeftion, and manie tymes 
ſameſshee was 4n rapts, being rauished in 
s end ſpirit, for certainehowers, and taken 
er toſf with an extaſy, whecein shee enioyed 
and} the company of Angels, & many times 
beheld and heard euen IL ESYS himſelf, 
the ſoueraigne comfort and amiable 
delight of all men , enuironed round 
with millions of Saints. When retur= 
ning to her ſences againe, shee would 
plainely declare, what c6forts ſhee had 
receiued, what delights ſhee enioyed, 
and what yertues ſhee procured, Beſte 
des that her face, as weeread of Moyſes, 
wouldshine very bright, by reaſon of 
the rayes which commonly were di- 


ſions 


5hort- 


tions, 
yer in 
1 pro» 
ent at 
, Aqt 
make 
flton 
hence 
icula 
1es 0 
ſoue 


-ealed rected towards her g and had (oe tho- 
t he roughly illumined ber hart , as:the' 
ewiſ aboundant Charity , being not able to 
re off contayne it ſelf within thoſe bounds, 
v ha cuen shined through her countenance 


P 4 it felf 


euer, i 
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_ _ it ſelf asif ic had been the window of 


'N 
the hart, Theſerhings when they hap iſ _ 
penedto her ( as often they did) beingffff ;. 
ſo glutted as shee was with ſpirituallff] ,,. 
dclights , made her to refrayne a lonyfif q: 
tymec from all manner of food, ore |. 


w'yic the fame very ſparingly , and 
neuer but when meere neceflity re 
quired. 
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ſick, the manner of her ficknes : and te 
of the happy end which 'r 

shee made. At 

b, 
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Leſſed are the Dead who dye in on x. 
Loxd; Asit-was heard by a voyceſll 1, 
that camefrom heauen, becauſe wharſil yy 


' works they wrought in this life , shall 
accompany them. in their death: And 
to a good life is properly due a good 
death. Beſides it is an euident ruleinl 
Philoſophy, how in all both natural 
and ſupernacurall things, beginning, 
: medium, 


2W Of 


y hap 
being 


good 
ale in 
urcall 
ning, 
lium, 


ner we haue related, the tyme of her 


fach caſes ( for shee was frequently 


of what bad happened vato her , who 
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medium . andend haue a great confor- 
mity with them. And fo ſurely was it 
inthe life and Death of this great Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, For you shall vnder= 
ſtand , how this his bleſſed Seruant, 


hauing ſpent manie yeares in that mi- 


departure forth of this Vale of teares 
now drawing neare, her deareſt Spou- 
ſe Chriſt in a comfortable manner ap= 
peared to her ina gracious & glorious 
ſort, wich aſweete and amiable coun- 
tenance (ſaying vnto ber. Come my 
ſwecte Spouſe , whom I hane choſen, 
and polleſſe the heanenly Bride-chams ,. 
ber , which I haue ordayned and ap= .. 
pointed for thee , before the creation .. 
of the world, Whereat El:,abe/h being. 
repleniſhed with vnſpeakable toy, 
not able hardly to contayne her elf. 
with the fight of this fo comfortable 


a Viſion, according to her cuſtome m 


fauoured with ſuch like Viſies and gra- 
ces fromheauen ) went preſently to, 
vilit her Maiſter, togiue him.aecompr 


P'* M 
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at thetyme as it chaunced lay very fick 
 I1nhis bed, and when after ſome dif- 
courſes betweene them , of mortallity, 
and the manyfold caſualtycs of this 
life, ofthe vanity of the world, of the 
vncertainety of Death, and yet the moſt 
certaine infallibility thereof , diſcour- 
ſing ſomewhat of the occaſion of his 
pe Snag as viually- they are wont 
and of the excefles and remiſſions he 
had of his whole ſicknes , not with 
out ſomedoubt of his recouery againe! 
hee fell at laſt ypon the point , wha 
courſe shee would take, if God ( as hit 
feared not a litle ) should call hin 
thence, and take him away out of thy 
world. To whomghe reuerend Marr 
anſwered, God Maſter , I truſt fot 
all this, your Reverence is liketo liu 
many dayes yet longer, forthe com 
fort of others, to whom your lite 
noe doubt is necel{ary for the glory 
of God. Butas for mee , deare Maſter 
.T haye no feare, but your life will bc 
ſufficient for my be.10ofe, and ſoe pat- 


ticularly gaue him a faithfull cclation 
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of what had happened to her in all | 


ry lick 


e dif. 
alliry, 
f this 
of the 
e moſt 
{cour- 

of his 
W Ont, 
Ns he 


wy on 2 tyme by her bed ſide , where 
* hall 5<< lay, behold,quire contrary to the 
| as ll Panner of the lick, shee did heare her 
1 him ling m ft [weetely , and rune her notes 
of thief lt arcificiouſly, according to the ru- 
Matron les of Malique , the Mayd Was attentt- 
for} 2<t9 all, notima 7ining her Lai'y had 
— beene ſoexqu/li:eaMulitian,to deſcant 
 com# #9. curioully as {hee did, not remem- 
- life bring ſhee. had cuer heard' her ſing any. 
F other then cbe Hyinnes and Canti- 
cles of the Church as there they are 
toned , or els ſome other - ſpirituall 
ſon :s intime »f her ſpinning, and ſuch 
lation lik: works chough ſweet and tunable 


points, After which, the good Father 
recoucred fpecdily , and shee within 


| foure dayes after, began to complayne 


ſomewhat of an indiſpolition of body, 


and the malady preuayling by litle and 


litle, shee was forced to yeild ro keepe 
her bed, reteyning her hart ſtil fixedin 
heauealy things,and alwayescnflamed 
with the Loue of God. | 
While one of her Mayds , fate 


yetp aiac & yoid of art:& being in this 
thought 
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thought her Lady called vpon hee] 
and faicd to her, Where art thon 
Daughter; w hen her Mayd anſwering; 
heere Lady, preſently added, faying: 
Good Madam, how your Ladyship 
delighted mine eares with your muſ*. 
que and ditty you fang cucnnow, To. 
whom £#l/zabeth; Heard you me ling 
then? Yea trucly Madam, replyed the 
Mayd, I heardit to my great comfort. 
When by and by the Saint declared 
ynto her , how a certaine litle Bird 
ſent from. heaucn fate betweene her 
and the wal, and with ſundry ſtreynes 
of moſt ſwecte muſique . made her 
ſuch heaucaly melody that howbeit 
her body were ſo weakeas $hee ſaw, 
Shee could not refrayne from ſinging 
as wel asshee mighee The bird, now it 
ſcemed, the Mayd heard nor, but only 
the yoyce of herfeK# Lady : by which 
hee concluded , it muſt necdes bee 
the muſique of fome Angell from-hea- 
uen , come thither to ſolace her 
languifhing ſpirits through force of 
the malady, and that chey had heldas 
a Quire betweene them, of two _ 
' 
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rall {lides, though shec heard but one, 
The third day before her death , delſie 
ring to be ſolitary , Shee willed chat as 
many as came to viſit her might be ex= 
 cuſed their labour , and ſuch as were 
preſent ro voyd the Chamber , and 
none {::ffered to enter into the roome. 
The caufe being required of the nea- 
reſt about her, shee anſwered, My de- 
fireisto be ridofthetumults and noy- 
ſes of this world; becauſe I would giue _ 
my ſelf co remember my Iudgeandthe 
dreadfyll accompt I am; shortly to 
make, Shee was obeyed , and cuen 
the very day before Ivor departure,. 
shee made to her Maſter, a generall. 
confeſſion of her whole life.” And by 
hec laſt Wikangld Cope ko ndoors, 
har ſole: 3;2ieung 


& q 


ſelf a certaine/oMl. "Poems; wherein. 
Shes wiſhed to be.-buryed), notraking. 


any other care for the (olemnity of her. 
Faneratls: Shortly after, shee Kare 
the blelled Sacrament of Extreame 
VnRion , and che reſt of che day ant 
vight thee ſpear in (uch- Cs of 


picie , a5 wel ſhewed the Ghcſt Tort 
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Shee had recciued- into her , ſaying, 
> Diſini(le now thy handmayd,O Lorl, 
? according to thy word in peace; Now 
2 doe I hold thee fweere Louc, and 1 
> wil hold thee 1till, and now moſt 
? freely I bid adicu to the world , and 
» all earthly things. Now toyfull doe 
? | come to thee my God. Nor $hall 
> any thing henceforth : O my good 
»[EYVS ſeyer mce from thee : for 1 
»am ioyned to thee 6 Chriſt, I will 
> live in thee, an dye in thee , and 
2, 1 remaync in thee if thou will, 
= eternally, 

| Whenshee.had made this prayer, 

$hee concluded and fell vpona large 

diſcourſe, how Chriſt weat to vilit 

Mary and Martia in their mourning 

foitheir: Brothers death , how he 

{weetely comfarted then , how he 

reared their hopes with his firme pro- 
miſe, how they went ajtogeather to 
the monument-, and finaliy how he 

Shed teares , in teſtim ny of us 10- 

ward, and. tender compaſli>n, And 

bere now. entring; ypon this paſſs 


_ Ye, into a:deepe aud profound. dil- 
courlke 


courle of ſo worthy a ſubic&, to the 
great aſtoniſhmenc and admiration 
of all there preſent , her affects of the 
teares of Chriſt were ſo effectuall , fo 
vrgent , ſo enflamed , and (ſo pier» 
cing , cucn to the bottome of their 
harts , as made them all to weepe 
moſt tenderly , being ſtrucken to 
the hart , and greiued , that shee 
was to leaue.them , and they to bee 
depriued of. ſo holy and ſo gracious 
3 Mole. 

To whom Zlizabeth turning het 
ſelf, ſaid. Good Chriſtians weepe nor 
for mee , but rather for your ſclues. 
And more shee vrttered not, but they 
heard a moſt {weete and delicious 


harmony , without any motion of 
| her lips, and yet as a voyce. procee- 


ding from her. And when the-com- 
pany enquired what that{inging was, 
Shee anſweared, It was who ſun 
as wellas I could, to thoſe who fie 


did ling to mee, and ſecme to inuke. 


mee to it, whom. I wonder. you 
heard not bkewiſe as. well. as I. 


By 
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By which they gathered al, as wel they 
mizht, how the Angeis 2 vayting for 
her ſoule, n»w neere te ſolution 
from the priſon of her b2>dy;ſung vnto 
her with ſuch heauenly melo:ly,and 
prouoke\ her fo to ling with tiem, 
Anon after, about midaight, looking 
towards them who fate round about 
her : What shoud we doe, ſaid shee, 
if che Enemy of Mankind, should ap- 
peare vnto vs , and preſeatly.cryed out 
with aconhdence,as if now $hee be- 
held him., and would drige him away 
thence , appearing in ſome horrible 
Shape or other, ſaying alowd. Auant 
thou miſerable Wretch, hence I ſay 
thou accurſed: Caytife, And ſo it va- 
nished: wharſocuer it was , for hee 
 fpakeno more of ir. 

Being ſoone after at the point of 
death, shee ſaied. This is the tyme of 
the Virgins Delivery, and of the im- 
maculat fruite ofche Virzinal wombe; 
which puts vs in mind to ſpeake ſome 
what of the-litle ſ\weete Babe Teſs, 
how he was borne in the Winter, in 
the night, & .in an other manshowle, 

_ 77. 


fwathed in Clouts , and layd in a 
Crib , how he was found by the 
Sheaphards, manifeſted by a ſtarre, & 
hſtly, how hee was worſhipped and 
adored by the Chaldeys. For theſe are 
the myſteries of our Redemption , 


| theſe the worthy gifts and ornaments 


of our riches. In theſe conſiſts our hope, 
in thefe our Fath encreafſeth, and our 
Charity isenflamed: I pray youthen my 
freinds let vs conferre of theſe mat- 
ecrs, and freely talke thereof one with 
an other to ourgreat conſolation, And 
ſo the blefled Seruant of God in ſpea- 
king thoſe words, layd ſoftly her head 
downe, asif shee would ſlcepe, and. 
quietly rendred yp her ſoulc, and des 

parted this life. 
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QUAQ:QUAVURYRYECQURY:QUREAY 


THE FVNER ALL OFFICES 
of the glorious Elizabeth , are piouſly 
performed : With a touch onely of her 
frngular veriues, 


CmaY?. Yil 


HE piety of the Lyuing towards 
. the dead, in the care they haue 
generally of their funeralls and bu- 
ryall , according to the yſe and cu- iſ 
ſtome of the Church , is laudable | 
& much commended in Sacred Writ, 
as One of the. Works of mercy, 
and fo pleaſing to God, that he nor 
only rewards the pious affect where- 
with they commit them to the com- 
mon Mother the Earth , but euen ri- 
goroully puniſheth thoſe who preſu- 
meto violatethe corps of the buryed, 
or diſturbe their Sepulchers. 
When the departure of Elizabeth 
then was knowne and voycedabrgad, 
it was a wonder ſtreight to behold, 
how many Relizious Monks and 
; Preilts 


OF S/ ELIZABETH. Lb. 111, 357 Chap? | 
 Preiſts, and poore people had recour- 


ſe to her funerall ſeruice, Where the 
poore {o filled the eyes and eares of all 
there preſent with mourning geſtures 
2nd clamorous outcryes ; as made. 
all the reſt ro weepe who ſaw them, 
afirming all with one accord, they 
had loſt a mercyfull Mother in their 
oreat extreamity , & their onely freind 
and ſureſt refuge on earth , that now 
they had noe more helpe or ſuccour 


left them, fince they knew not whi- 


ther to goe for releife , or whither to 


| fly for comfort in diſtreflſe, The bu- 


ryall of this ſacred body , was diferred 
yntill the fourth day after, by reaſon 
of the incredible concourle of deuour 
people who flocked thither from all 
parts. Nor moued it any horrour a- 
whit, toſce her face, head, and hands 
bare ( it being the cuſtome there ro 


2 bury in their habits, ) ſince beſides the 


palenes they had, there was nothing 
ghaſtly or hideous in them, the fame 
ſolkges and tendernes of flesh remay- 
ning ſtill which was before , yeilding 


tothe leaſt touch of the fingar, 


I 5 4» | 
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There might you haue ſcene cuery 
one to ſtrive what poſſibly they 
might, to get ſomething of hers , to 
keep as a Relique ( and which is 
more ) to cur off any thing what- 
ſoeuer they could light on , ſome a 
lock or trelle of che hayre of her head, 
andſome onething, & ſomean other;ſ;1.. 7 

_ and many, the skirts of the courle &F,p. , 
homely habit shee ware, which they 
highly prized as excellent peeces c 
inc{timable worth , and = many 
deuourt kiſles , layd them vp witaff,qg. 

- great reuerence, There was belides, afſyar+, 
wonderfull ſweete and odoriferous imag 
fauour., which filled euery. one with, f ;þ 

. greatdcuotion,as likely ſuch fragrant, c. 
fmells in. thoſe occaſions vſe to doefi,e,. 
Neither was there any at that tyme,ſþ, ++: 
that could complayne of any noyſ,,. 
ſome or illſent ; but was as if a box offÞ, 1, 
precious. oyntments and perfumes had ciet 
beene ſpiltin the place; and not a huþ 
man corpsexpoſed to view. "IF 
 Andno maruaile, the þody shgy\d leon 
ſend forth ſuch an odour of perfumes, "Wx 
whole ſouleducing herlife, Prana 


ſo the world, with the odour of her 
Yertues , and now much more the 
ie) f| heauens, withthe ſauour of her ſanRi- | 
 toflty, Whom I may ſay Almighty God 
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L, 6, de 
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| 8Þ was pleaſed on earth to ſet yp as an, 
by Aultar of Thymiama, framing aballe of 


ac a aromaticall ſpices of all the moſt excel- 
ad, Nlent vertues that were as enkindled in 
ner;lithe Thurible of her hart, te breath 
c Clithe ayre of a more then ordinary ſan- 
ney airy from her. Which Ioſephns ſaich, 
S Olfinthoſedayes, was wont to be made 
1anYFof thirteene ſpecies of the fragrant and 
vithfadoriferous things fetcht from diuerſe 
©S, parts of the world. And ſo wee may 
roWlimagine in the Aultar of the memory 
withf this Saint , this mixture and com- 
rallBrofition to bee of no lefle then thir-._ 
doe Bene ſpeciall-vertnes, which $hined 
Mc Enthis Scruam of Gad, in diuers occa= 
20) Fions and paſfages of her life: As firſt, 
X O'Þa Charity and Lowe of God , and the 
 hadiejebbourfor his ſake, which hee had 
a hufie, vehemently enflamed in her;as shee 
lcemed to- be quite exhaled , being 
wy WB ſoffiploy ed intheadts of his 
—_ ouc, as shee had continually abur- 


QIN 
f ou 


ayld 
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ning furnace of the Loue of God in ff farrt 
her breaſt: And for the Loue of thef tile 1 
Neighbour, it was ſo great, as none ff dwc 
could euer find in her, but bowells | Petr: 
fraught with a tender loue and fee. | wou 
lings of their caſe, The' ſecond Spice, || shee 
a moſt profound Humility in her, | of C 
which was ſogreat, as before her Su-fſ ly r: 
pertiour , eſpecially her Maſter , sheef} whe 
wasasan Infant: For with how much nott 
Humility would shee heare others tinu: 
ſpeake of ſpiritual matters , yea euenſſ catio: 
her Mayds , to whom otherwiſe sheef} imm 
was a Miſtreſle, and they her ſcholers, appe 
And for her exerciſe of abicct things, | ſelf. 

as appeates inher life, shee was wholyſ was 

in them. The third aromatique Spice, | alon 
was a rare Obedience in her , whereot] Sixt \ 
chough I might alleadge many exam-f was, 
ples, that _ conquering her ſelf, inf} com 
ſodifficulc a point, as wee haue writ-ſþ her c 
ten, may ſtand for many ; where sheeſ] tions 
religned her ſelf , and refreyned from excir 
certaine pious things forbidden by herſ] tue i; 
Maiſter. The Fourth, was a high and here? 
 moſiſublime Prayer, whezein thuavgh Wa 
the Gift of God shee proceeded fo! _ © 
DE Gs ue - = 


, — 


farre as would require a ſpeciall trea- 
tiſe to ſet it downe. This only, that 


ne | dwelling firſt as it were in Foraminibas 


11s] Petre , and alwayes digging in the 
ee. | wounds of her Sauiour in bis Paſſion, 


ce, | shceattaynedar laſt the higheſt points 


er, | of Contemplation, and was frequent- 
Su- ff ly rapt in ſpirit , as wee haue ſaied, 
heefl where shee ſaw {uch things as were 
ich] notto bee told, The Fift, was a con- 
er; | tinual interiour andexteriour Mortifi- 
zen] cation of her Sences and paſſions, For 
hee] immediatly in. her actions , would 
ers. | appeare how preſent shee was to her 
s, | ſelf. And what a martyrdome there 
olyf| was in her proper wil , which God 
ice, | alone could throughly know. The 
cot] Sixt was her Parity and Chaſtiry, which 
1m-| was ſo great tharwith heronly. aſpect, 
| inf] compoſition of: the eyes ; modeſty of 


tions and geſtures , shee ſeemed to 
excite e<ficatious dehires of that Ver- 
tue in others, The Seaucnth;, was 
herextrame;Pevgrty, while no curious 
"x --2cdly necellary, yere tobe 

EFT TRE: _ 
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found in her Chamber. For how Ik 
curioſity had shee in her habits and ap. 
arcll , neate indeed and wel put on, 
þur homely , courſe, and poote, and if '>" 
very rarely or never would shee put on 
any thing which was new , but ordi- 
parily what others had yſed before, 
The Eight, was her ſingular Patience, 
For shee had fuffred very great and 
greeuous preſſures and afflictions, F 
both interiour and exteriour i thefſ©/"* 
whole courſe of her life : in all which, 
her countenance wascuer (crene, and 
shee without any murmures-and cons 
playntes, holding it ſtill for a ſin&ulae; 
grace and fauour from God to (uffer 
for innocency ſake, The Ninth, an ex- 
craordinary Temperance 'in ſpeach and 
connerſation with others , whereby 
Shee would neuer contradict any, et- 
ther with or againſt reafon, were they 
Superiour, equall, or infegzour, con- 
forming her ſelf alwayes to the iudg-| * 
nent ofanother, if it were not ſinnei 
Nor would. euer excuſe herſelf; [ 
though with reaſon sheeetia; Dia 
Shee were not bound thereunto. The | 
| 7 .. a_ 


<B 


Tenth , a notable Contempe of her 
ſelf, whereby Shee deſired to be held 
ignorant of al , that shee might bee 
wiſe in the fight of God : and this in 
what shee might without the burt of 
the Neighbour or offence of God,that 
ſo contemning thole rerrene things 
hee might gayne the celeſtial and 
T cternal. The Elcauenth , an ardent 
deſire of” greater perfeBBton, For shee 
ſuppoſed the going not forward 
in the way of vertue , was no lelle 
FYthen curning back. And therefore 
MBshcc- endeauoured with might and 
- {mayne, to aduance forward , remit- 
ting neuer any good deuotion chee on- 
e vndertooke with good delibera= 
tion, The Twelfth, an amourous «f- 
ſection to the Croſſe of C hrift 5 which she 
ould alwayes be taking vp, with fou 
/ Fearmes or Lronach ro it, The firſt, 
| perfet mortification of all wices, 
oondy, a renouncing of all tempo- 
Fal goods. Thirdly, a negleQ@ of car- 
BalaffcRions. as of freinds, parents, 
Ind countrey, And laſtly , 4n viter 
7 of the world m all things e's, 


Q.. a 


\ 
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The thirteenth and laſt aromatical 
Spice, was a diffidence of her felf, ima- 
gining {til that how beit shee might 
ſeeme to haue done many nctable 
things to the honour and glory of 
God, and the great benefit of the poo- 


re, which was ſingular and myſt ex- 


traordinary in her , yet held shee her 
ſelf as vaprofitable meerly , and good 
for naught, and verily beleiucd, they 
wereal better then shee, and none ſo 
wicked as. her ſelf ; conſidering the 
fauours which God continually had 
Shewed her. And theſe were herthir- 
teenc aromatical ſpices of vertues, 
which ſent forth ſuch an odour of 
example on earth; and ſuch a perfume 
of ſanctity to the: Citizens of hea- 
uen. _ EN, 
Now by this tyme being the fourth 
day after, when the'rites of theCburch 
Se ended , with great ſolemnity, 
pomp, and magnificence according-to 
her dignity, inthe preſence of mt 


S 9 - 


ny worthy religious ' 


an incredible multitude of al ſorts of 


people , as wel of the Clergy as," 


Laity; 


on. 


' bones 
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Caity; the precious body wits honou-. 
rably 1aterred, in a certamm happel 
+ || bclon; ing =] aJioyning to her Hoſe 
F pital, co he oreat reſentiment of al, 
|| vho would wiliingly have epioyed 
>= | iicc ſtil hadit bceg conuenient. 


os OUR URI 
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pl of SaintElizabeth : rhe Tranſlation , i 
he « her es «and the beginning 'o of n 
ad £74 | te relation of F hes "4 
l myracles, 

eg i 

of CHAT. FVIEL 

me 


pe: go precions 1s the deathof Saints in the Plal. 
| ILL] of God : that, (as Samt Baſil teſti- ILY 
ſe fyes ) as heretofore who touched but g,,e 
«<|{| *2< bones of a dead body , was held ;, FR 
contaminated : So now on the con- 4x2 
trary, who toucheththe bones or other 
Reliques of ſome Samt, may receiuc 
{ſome operative vertuc from them, and 
oredar Lid would haue ſuch 


s of 


r 
7 as  DONEs remoued & diuided into fundry x 
aity Q 2 places 
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places, thatthey might be as afortreſſe 


or Citadel againſt our enemyes, and 
an honour to the faithful themſclues, 
If you demaund of mee ( ſaith 5, Am- 
broſe ) what 1 worſhip in the bones 


, andreliques of theſe Saints: I anſwe- 
- re, inthe body of each Saint, I reue- 
' xence the wounds, which he bath re- 
ceived for Chriſt, 1 worſhip his me» 


 mory, wholed his life, alwayes em- 


bracing vertue : 1 venerate the aſhes 


eonſecrated through the confeſſion 


of his Lord ; and euen in the ashes 
themſclucs, 1 worship the ſcede of 
etcrnity : I worship the body who 
hath inſtruRted mee ro loue God, to 

leaſe him , and not to feare death, 


. And why ſhould not the faithful he- 


naur the body, which euen the Diuils 
themſeclues da tremble at>For whom 


 aliuethey afflicted with Crofles, they 


owe loue and reuerence in the Sepul- 
cre, Laſtly , I worship that body, 
which our Lord Chr; hath honoured 
In this world , and whoſe ſoule is 
now raigning with Klin 
Ul © 7 
Mow 
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| Now theſe titles, motiues, and be- 
nefits , proceeding from the yenera- 
tion and worship of the Reliques of 
s | Sainds, is the caule why noe ſooner 
. | any dyes with the opinion of a Sainr, 
- || cſpecially auerred {o, by auchentical 
.. | approbation of his Holynes ,, through 
» | that illuſtrious-ceremony of Canont- 
i. | tion , vied inthe Church, but that 
-s | gcnerally the faithful do throng to 
n | bis Shrine or Hearſe ro obteyne ſome 
es | Relique of his, be ir the very hayre 
of | of his head or the leaſt peece of his 
10 | garmenr, which hauinggotten, they 
to | piouſly make reckoning they haue 
h, | gaynced a molt precious and inefti- 
o- | mable jewel. Noe maruaile theh, 
ils | that our glorious Elizabeth , being fo 
mf illuſtrious through the moſt holy hfe 
ey Since had led. on earth , and the vn-. 
al-f doubrcd opinion sbee had purchaſed, 
ly, of a Saint euen during life , bur that 
ed | the people ſhould Fock ſo vnto her, 
is] as they daylje did , as to 2 mercyful 
Ewe» in his Court of Re- 


© £5 
queſts, to receige the humble peti- 
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dec 
tions of al that come , where hardly ws 
Shee ſent any empty away. , contri. wh 


ſtat , and nor ſarisfyed ſome way "5 
or other, So as it is commonly re- 


crtcd', that Shee raiſed ſome Grek ED 

at leaſt from death to life; & cleanſed oY 
the leaprous , cave hearing to the e's 
dcafte, G, each to tac dumb , fccte to yer) 


ola eyestothe blind, andecou- hy 
fort to he miſerable and afflicted: and 
curing al manner of diſcaſlcs &s what 
{ſocucr without number, 

All which miracles Sifrid Bishoy al 
of Megwnce cauſed to be autacnticalh 7 


proued , and ſent them to Gregory the _ 
Ninth then Pope, who after dilic 7 EN 

Dl 
debate of fo weighty a caule , with Goa, 


| the Colledye ES: in = ich pe 
{chce of _ Patriarks of Hrieruſalem 5 
and, .Aniech , arid ſundry Bishopsf * .? 


. AY C 
and after a ſolemne and magnifice { je 
Proccſhon had , on the 27, "OY we 

WC 


being then the Feaſt of Pentecoſt , 
nonized Elizabeth at a hivh Maſf: in 
al his Pontificalibus , taxdzgo- hare 
zedasa Saint, inthe vniuerſal Charch, | 


ig the fourth yearc af:cr her happy 
decal 


deccaſe , in the howſe of the Fryars 
RS Sl in the Citty of Perugia, 

where he dedicated an Aultar., w hich 
VI he erected to ber honour, & eepiction 


I wich ornaments , endowing ir 
cen 

[ed with priuiledges conuentent, as Popes 
jo: are accuſtomed to do in like cales. 
"<F Which ſolemnity being ſtately and 
E to 

| yery. honourably performed , and 
"X the , fame thereof yminerſally ſpread 


he through althe parts of Germany, the 
"| aforeſaid Bishop Sf: ro the great 
toy. and 1ubiley of al the people of 


ay what condition foeuer, aſſigned a cer- 
_ taine day for the ESR Tranſlation 
OF of the bleſſed bones into rhe Citty - 
p-: Marburg , where he aſſembled a tl; 
Vith States ſpiritual and temporal of both 
: Bo the leo of Thuringia and Haſ- 


ny athet Churches beſides. 

At the day appointed, to ſuch as 
weigh not the deuotion of the pec- 
ple to this admirable Sarmr , it may 
{eeme incredible to eftimarects num- 


Mt ocn-and women of all eſta- 
tes and callings who repayred to 


oY Q 4 Mlarpwg 
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Marpurg, where the Shrine was ope. 
ned ,.and the ſacred bones. diſcoue. 
red in the preſence of Frederick the 
Eimperour , offcring a crowne of 
gold to the Reliques, attended by a 
moſt. honorable company of Princes, 
Lexds, and Gentry , beſides the Bil- 
hops of Menrz, Cullen, and Breame, and 
many other remarkeable Prelates of 
other Churches , and Heads of Reli- 
gious how(es. Neytherwas there (as 
I faid before az(o in the Tranſlation ) 
any manner of il ſauour at al, as in 
other dead bodyes is vſually had, but 
AS it lad been a cheſt of balme and 
molt precious perfumes, it breathed 
forth a moſt pleafing and delicious 
odour, tothe greataſtoniſhment and 
ynſpeakable content of al who ap- 
proached co participat thereof. 

Then were "the Reliques ſafely 
aencloſed againe in a leaden Coffer, 
and the ſame very ſoftly included in 
2 precious casket of moſt curious 
workmanship , beſides th- 
which I could not learffe By rea 
the enamel had ſo diſguiſed the ſame: 


being 


onet of the Biſhop himſelf, and carry 
in ſolemne pomp , through the mi 
det of the multitude of the peox 


there greedily wayting for them, with. 


incredible affetion and deuotion. 
There you might ſce the windowes 


hung with Tapiſtryes , al replenished 


with Ladyes and Gentlewomen, ex- 


ccedingly moued with veneration at 
the tight of the ſacred Pledge as ir 
palleZ along , the reſt being fayne 


to itay beneath, or get ſach ſtan- 
diags as they could on tops cf how- 


ſes, towers, and ſteeples cuery whe» 


re, where likewiſe you might diſcouer 
the Eccleſiaſtical enlignes. caffyed 
along in that Proceſſion ,.the.Cano: 


on 4 
w "nt 


| ns 
in their Copes, and Quixifters , and: 
the reſt of the Chaunters in theig. 
ccates fGnging' A lleluya , like {ſo Mas 


* 
X 


% 


ny Angels come from heauen to con- 


uerſe with mean ,- and to grace the 


preſent ſolemnity. Finally, and whick 


vas ſtrange in ſuch a world of peo- 
ple, you might chere' obſerue a deep. 
lilence, mote lie to the ſolituce' of a* 


Q_y defarty, 
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defart, then ſogreatan alleinbly of (q 
populous a Citty and Country round 
-about, al-whitlt fer the ryme;-.ſo at, 
rentiue they were - to. their . ſacied 
fGght or. [pc&acle of their. deareſt d 
poſiram';- nor thould L thinke there 
as an-cye , that ſtocd not to the 

-brim 1n teares. of joy , and deuotion 
at once; for now ſorrow a)l was exiled 
with-the conhdence. they. had in (> 
oreat a Patroncfic of their City, . And 

heae behold the firſt primirias of th 

future wonders hich. 1 sbal' rela- 

The nextday, when by order and 

direction ' of the Bsbop ,. with great 

reuerence,the-Cheſt wherein the bo. 
dy-was depolcd, was opened agayne, 

2 marueylous thing it was, to ſee how 

the bones of this bountyful and cha- 

ritable Matron as lyning shee :had 

allwayes been moſt munificent and li- 

beral rothepoore, with the goods of 

ferture wherewithshe was endowed, 
exhauſting her tempora{ſubllancein 
their brhocfe; fo now Shewing mer- 

Ts cy lKewile 
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cy likewiſe to the fick and infirme, 
euen after death , shee diſtilled -no leſle 
her very marrow and ſubſtance , her 


bones as 1t were reſoluing into oyle,. 


the trueſt ſymbole of mercy ; yſſuing 
forth ſweate and trickled downe by 
drops on cuery: lide of the Casket; 
which as many as: were there preſent, 
might wel perceiue ;-who pioufly 1e- 
cciuing it as it flowed, and referuing 
it forthe ſick, thereby cured al thoſe 
v hm they anncyated therewith. 


The {ccond miracle happened be- 


fore the bones were cuer tranſlated, 


as is for certaine regiſtred from tl e 
partyes owne report , to- whom It 
happened , and confirmed by- oath.. 
That a certaine Monke of the Order 
of the Ciflerce , hauing. beene gree- 
uoully tormented for' the ſpace ct 
fortic yeares-togeather- with a trem- 
bling of the hart; and vſing all 
the meanes that poſhbly he could,. 
with the furtherance of Superiours 
for remedy.in vayne, and now whc=- 
"Iy- cetpayring, of . humane: helps : at 


; | afts- 
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laſt , haſting to the Sepulchre of F, 

Hlizabierh not without good faith and 
ence ,- through her merits to 
obteyne his health , was imimediatly 
by touch. of the cheline whcrem 5$he 
_ , molt perfectly cured:. 

It is likewife manifeſt by the con« 
ſtant alleueration of «a certaine No- 
bleman by bicrh and by Eccleſiaſtical 
dignity , yet more conſpicuous in the 
world: who had no reaſon to double 
and firms a falshood of himſelf in 
ſuch a caſe ; that hee with teares at laſt 
and with moſt indicative hones of c0- 
trition and compunGion of hart, re- 
nounced and bewayled his laſciujous 
aftetions and lewd life, wherin til 
then he had long onward {til impe- 
nvitent, by the only viſiting and tou- 
ching the faid- $ aint Elrzabeths s$hrine: | 
which he ftedfaſtly afhrmed to the 
Reyerend Father Conrad, the aforeſaid 
Maiſter of thefaid Saint, in his Confel- 
fon toihim, W hich by his oo ww ro 
the greater honourof Gog 


Saint; hefers downe it ADs as 2 
thin 2 aut hentically auctred, 


But: 


ut; 


TIA =» OE TINY" "OE. mn _ Y 
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But now, becauſe I wil not oppreſle 
my: Reader , with the relation of al 
which I' could (er downe, that come 
into my knowledoe of theſe kinds of 


; _ © « o 
miracles, which are,notwithſtanding 


as I heare,bur the leaſt parcel only of 


the infinite multitude shee hath 


wrought after her Tranſlation ſince 


that tyme I thinke good to ſeleRt 
ſome of the cheifeſt and moſt prin- 
cipal of themin an other Chapter, for 
the purpoſe : admonishinz bim the- 
while , that what 1 shal heer recount 


15 moſt icrefragably auerred, and $hal 


therefore, I truſt; not need avy more 
alleueratios thereof to inforce beliefe, 


fince what is written in this kind, is 


meant for the obedient, and ready wils 


within the Church ; for with the: 
others who remayne without, in 
things of this nature”, what haue wee: 
ro do, whom if an Angel come from 
heauen can not perſwade to belciue- 


miracies, what Should wee do. 
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mrracles Wrought at the Shr:ne of $, || the 
Elizabeth after the x T ranſlation.of her | {ua 
Body. T7 ; for 
F Ab 

LAW Tb -- hot 


He firſt wee shal ſet downe, isan ſÞ ma 
euident proofe and vndoubred || ne 
confirmation. of Pilgrimages and  aga 
ycwes, and may ſerueas anapt procem || (-r: 
. ro therelt that follow : and this it was. 
Therewasa Monk, whoſe' name was | Wi 
Henry,of the aforeſaid Order of Cifter- | cell 
cians , who day and night was gree- | mui 
woully afflicted and tormented witha N app 
payne, which I find not exprefled any ff the: 

; where, .yet{o exceſhiueand fatollersble the 
F7 28 ſeemes, as with his cryes and groanes mo! 
hee moued his Brethren to compaſſion of g 

ef his caſe : While lo,.vpon acertzine ſ end 
nigh& aboue. the lt, a comely and 
beautyful Lady appearedgo hi 
reiled & in white, and pt Tlwaded him 


co make his vow to FS, Elizabeth, if cuer 
—- | hg 


_ 


— 
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heintendedro be cured of his maladys 


W hich he delaying yet to do,the ſame 
HE | Lady as before, appeared to EM: againe 
'S, {| the next night, and vſed the ſame per- 
her | ſualton shee had done in the night be- 
fore, Then hee in the abſence of he 
Abbor and Pricr-who were then from 


home at that tyme, conſulted with lis. 
Immcdiat Superiour , and ſo very for- 


arr | mally made his vow: When lv, the 


ed B ncxt night, the tame Woman Pf arch 


nd | againe , making the ſtgne of ctenchy 
:m | Croſſe ypon him,wherear preſe nel; he 
as, | found himfeif.ro be perfctly Ro 
13s | Which when che Abbot and Prior per- 


e- | much to ſee him ſo recovered, .but yet 
ha Þ approued nor his vow becauſe inCeed 
ny | they fayd: Thar Monks by illuſion of 
the. common Enemy ;are. ſomety mes 


_ of his, wil transfigure himſelfinco 


an 0 age of light. Eſpecially knowing 
| onk bad power of him- 


41Q 4) 
a | 


ei- || <ciued, at their returne ;they wondred- 


moued to cuil, ynder; afaire preience..... . 
of good, w hileSaran now andthen for: 


elfalone to Makea vow ; & therefore. 
 twere better , & more ſecu e, for him: 
= 
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to make hisCofeſſion cxcuſing himſelf | 32! 
of the wow,8 c6mit his ſoule to God, || Throd 
and his body to the Monaſtery. Then occa(l) 
the fourth time the ſame Woman ap. ff in his 
peared to him, and told him that if he | great 
delayed to performe the Vow he had | one © 
made, he should preſently relapſe into þ| follov 
his former difeaſe , and his torments || a Pils 
should' endure ſo long , til he were || +! x46 
fully reſolued to fullfill his promiſe, of his 
Which threats, the lamentable effect || Shun 
enſued, and then the Monk at Jaſt 6b. | ding 1 
tayned leaue and went his Pilgrimage, of ha 
and was ſo recouered therect , as that || exctt! 
after he had once accomplished his | once: 
Vow , he was neuer molcitcd more the by 
with the likediſeaſe. on hi 
The ſecond, shal bee agood admic- confi 
nishment to ſuchas begin wel and not | 2 con 
perſcuere, & hauing made their yowes | Man 
and performed them , fynding no pre- who 
ſentremedy, give ouer their deuotions going 
ſtrait, and fal into difidence and PU- rende 
hanimity '» whereby they miſle of | S. El 
their purpoſes, and diſggurave arbaw Ky 15h 
to attempt or regard their yowes ſo} $9e< 
made : And thisit is.. : 4 5hou 
Is}. 


Inthe Dioceſle cf ſraie&, was one 
Theoderick apt to be moued on cuery 
occalzon to great deuotion , whereby 
p. {| in his feruours , fynding bimfclf ina 
he {| greatextreamity for want of the. vſe of 


ad || one of his hands being withered , to 


Ito || follow his worldly occafions, hemade 
nts | a Pilzrimage two ſeueral tymes to S. 
ere || 41 3abeth at Marparge, to paine the vie 
ſe, | ofhis faid hand , where viſiting Ger 
et | Shrine at both thoſe rymes, andfym- 
b- | ding no help thereof, began to beourt 
7e, | of hart, andto looſe courage, but yet 
at | exciting himſelf , aduentured to. goe 
is | once more, to make a further tryal.of 
re || the benigniry ofthe Saint; when being 
on his way at that tyme with more 
>. | confidence then before, there met him, 
ot | acomely , graue , and yenerable old 
es | man , and exceedingly wel ſpoken, 
-. | who asked him ,: whither he was 
1s | going, tro whom he anſwered, he in- 
- | tended togoto Merpurg , there toviſie 
S, Elizaberhs Shryne,, whereupon he 
_wished God to blet{c him, and bad him 
goe ona Goovname, aſſuring him he 


_ Should infallibly obtayne his ſuite, and 
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xeceiue his healch , by putting but big. 
hand into her on And furthe 
willed him euer after, to honour and 
beare deuation alſo to Saint Nicole: 
Adding that ſuch were ill aduiſed and 
moſt vawile, who ſeeking help ar the 
Reliques of Saints ( according to thy 
Jaudable cuſtome of good Chriſtians, 
and hauing g performed their vowes 11 Ac 

part, depart preſently diſcouraged an _ 
dishartned; when they find not ſuc Eo 
ſpeedy remedy,asthey ole Sinceper 

ſeuerancein prayer., and Faith, is the 
w hich God and kis Saints a; inſuch 
occaltcns, And when.hchad fayd this, 
he vaniſhed away : andthe other as he 
was Wiſhed , when he arriued at the 
Shrine, thiuſting his hand inthe Mo- ns, 
nument was preſently cured. This man _ 1-2 
no cdoubr. was S, N:colas himfſclt; by; _- 
which wre may learne what Charity] 4 1, 
and faire correſpondencyes , there is. . 
amongthe Saints in heauen; and hes ORE 
reby take exawple to na the like hand 
alſo anong our lelues on carth. | 
hebderche former tw 
benignity of this Saint , 1 find a third, 
nce 


red,ſuc 


cend f1 
lefle rl 


one He 
vexed: 
where 
little 
been t 
tertib: 


- 


mmiſer 
Ld. be 


Jnocleſle miraculous , & which shewes 
her excelleor. Charity now in heauen, 
& her greatlonganimity, in codeſcen- 
Jding ſo ſweetely to our infirmityes; tor 
who would expe&,for murmures vtte= 
J rd, ſuch fauours should come and deſ- 


"Fife then blaſphemyes , at leaſt che 
I affect of extraordinary impatience, ſo 
ereata miracle ſhould enſue.It happe- 
ned then intheTerritory of Menrz,that 
one Beatricea young Girle, was ſ{oarely 
vexed with many infirmityes at :once, 

: wherewith thee hadalogriyme of that 
J lictle ſhe had lived. ; moſt piteoufly 

becn tormented ;.ſo asar laſt, has 
tertible ſwelling i in her throate gro- 
wing out before her: ,anda huge bunch 
i which much deforined her ,. on hes 
"J} back behin4 , thus moleſted with a 
IJ] double malady and 1mpediment,, thee 


euen Land to the ground , and her 
hand faſt joynedro her knees ,mouing 
be Þarts.of althat beheld ſo 
miler Able leaſpe ectacle, Whar then wes 


to. be done , the Mpther hereupon 
cauliog, 


- 
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ſ cend from heauen, and for words little - 


was fayne to creepe with her -head 


| —— 
N 
\O 
On 
_ 
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DF. 
next n 
cauſing her to bs carrycd ina great her ſlet 
baskct on the ſhoulders of ſome Porterfſreturn: 
hired for the. purpoſe” , and conuayedfſher the 
her to the Tombefs. Elezabitb, w hereſſamirac 
thee remayned for ten dayes ſpaceſſpaue |: 
without any ſuccour at al. Which he God, a 
Mother tooke moft ſenſibly to the them, 
harr, falling into great intemperanceſthey 1 
of ſpeach', ſeaſoned with. much im-ſagaine 

atiece, as wel in geſturesasin words 1m 
w ing thus foolifhly among the reſt, touche 
What meane youS,Elzaberh to beſtowſracles t 
your Charity vpon euery one, and toſſShrine 
leaue mee only of al other molt dif. of a cet 
evan 8: men dof. comfort, whoſſMentz 
am thus viſited wh ſo miſerable who v 
crolſe without remedy : and there-f|bread 
withal in a great chafe , went herfllitele h, 
wayes home againe, threatning Sheeſſcondly 
would hinder + at shec could , from Culler 
making any prayers or petiti6s to her: death, 
When the night following, acomely blefled 
Matron app to the Child , and[ſolong 
Ntroaking very geatly her chroate tC- found 
oether with her back, badh 
walk,who preſently being thus reſto- | 
red to her health , told her Mother þ 


—_ 


The Di 


=y 
? a-_. * 
>> 


ncxt 


next morning what ſhe had ſeene in 
eat ber ſleepe, which cauſed them beth to 
terſceturne co the Shrine againe, to yeild 
edfſher there immortal thanks for ſo great 
creſamiracle; which hauing rendered,she 
raue laudes and infinite prayſes vnto 
God, and leauing their bas«et behind 
them, as atcſtimony of the wonder, 
they returned yery ioyfully home 
againe. 
1 may not here let paſſe ſome breife 
{t.Jtouches at leaſt of divers other my- 
Wwhracles beſtdes, which happened at the 


tofſShrine of this glortous Saint, As firſt, - 


if=flofa cettaine Mayd in the Diocelle of 
o[Mentz , polleſled with an cuil ſpirit, 
 #Iwho with only eating a little holy 
e-ſbread at her Shrine , and drinking a 
little holy warer , was diſpoſleſſed. Se- 
eefſcondly, of another inthe Diocelle of 
mfſCullen , who being condemned to 
r:Ideath, and calling earneſtly vpon the 
ly[blefled S. *1;34beth,after he was hanged 
1d ſolong as he might wel haue dyed, was 
c-ffound to be aliue to the great aſto- 
Gan Thirdly, ofa Scholerin 
the Dioceſſe of Memiz , who being 
— drowned 


J- 
4 
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Dioreſle Folens being wrongfully 


"was ſaved by the breaking f the 
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| | OE S. 
drowned bv chaunce, as he was a fish- 
zying : 
Ing , was, by the inſtance of ſome jos baſt 


freinds of kis there preſent craving th os 
hel of S.E: 1g he 4} .reltcred to life agay- Tex 
ne. Fo urthly of an other child of foure 


ne Volt 
yeareso1:!, inthe ſame Diocefle, whoſ, 
at:er alot {12ncs of dearly: Wat T 

ing hin 


by the prayers of vis Mother to iSaint oh 

Hloreberh: reſtored to life againe.'Fiftly, kr 
In EE child cf the ſame age, hs od of 
falling into adeepe pitand killed » WaſFerriro: 
reſtored to life againe , by one "wh Hh 
paſſing by, moſt a>Fectuouſly prayed of; : ., 
S. Hhizabeth for him, Sixtly , inthe ſame -% 
Dioceſſe of Mentz, , one Frederick in 
{wimming in a River being drowned, "Dn 
was, by a vow to FS, Elrgabeth made by tory - 
his freinds , reſtored to life againe, ob te 
Seauenthly , one Iohn in the ſamef._... 


tle 0 


oe tO $ 
ne bu! 


: , | © flac tou 
himſelf , with therope about his neck, 2 its 


rothe glorious S.Elizaberh,and hearing] « T4 
a yoyce at that tyme, which ſayed: dy £ 
Truſt ts S, Elizabeth, and thou chal beth F 
deltyiere? , being, turned - 


the: 


condemned to death and recomendino 


3 


haulter , ks any harme a: al. 


h | ying : Meſl mercyful Lady F, Elizabeth 
by ow baſt delinered mee; and by conſent 


al was hanged 
je Terricory of the ſaid Ment; , was 
ne Voliner a religious man. ho being 


ame of a bruized arme, and commen=- 


the night with a ſoft and gentle 
Y, buchin the il atfeRed place, pertectly 
ured of the hurt. Ninthly, intheſame 
erritory w.as 4 child of foure yeares 
[d;through the prayers of his Mother, 
eivg Drought to the tomb of S'- Eliza= 
eh , cured of nis blindnes ; with a 
tle of the earth thereof , applyed 
ereunto, Tenthly inthe ſame Ter- 
tory was Gertrade a very Criple of 
oth ber leggs, who being aduiſed to 
oe to Saint Nicolas , found eaſe of the 
ne but not a perfeC cure of both, til 
be touched S, El:z2berhs t6b,they both 


E. TheEleauenth miracle was ſhew- 
"$4 vpon an other Gertrude in the ſame 
She: . wha,being blind, was reſtored 
Þherlighr; by her interceſſion made 
d the ſame $,£:34bech; The Twelfth, 
EO _ appeared 


he 
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el no more. Eightly in 


ing himſelf to p- E{;z.aberh, was by her | 


wuiding as ic were the cure betweene. 


N 
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appeared in one Henry of the ſaid Dio Final 
celle , who by viliing Sint Elizabeth admir 
Tomb, was firſt cured of his blindnesff 34ber} 
and then after, of a deſperate diſcaſe of an 
by caking in his drink, the duſt only off of the 
theſaid Tomb, The Thirteenth my troub! 
racle was,of one Mechild:s a girle of thejapy m 
Territory of Treve's, both blind, deafey t larg 
dumb,and lame, who after her Pareng] being 
had inade a vow to vilit Saint Elizabeth vo © 
Reliques , was perfetly reſtored nf thithe 
health. Al which is moſt true an{throus 
authentically regiſtred in writing, Thyſ hauin, 
fourteenth, was a woman in the ſang] moner 
Territory of Trexers, who being blinaga1nc 
a whole yeare, and praying to Sain and be 
El;z«berh,and led ro herTomb,receiue{dy the 
therethe light of one of her eyes ,-but diſeaſe 
the other was not reſtored her vnaſſthe ni; 
Sheereturned home, where the bleſſe{Vpon : 
Seinf Elizabeth aopeared to her inJcompl: 
thenight, and wished ker to goe tc had Ca 
the Aultar, and deſice one to moue tht lleepe; 
ayretowards her, with the (ile veyl the thi 
where the Body of Chrift, was wont denyed 


be placed, which beiflf done, she re-Pamre 
ceiued the bench of both her eycs|moret 
Finally 


Finally to conclude thisrelation ofthe 
admirable Miracles of this great S. Ele 


of an other Theodsr1ik in the Diocefle 
of the ſaid Meng, and becauſe wilnot 
trouble the Reader with the recital of 


being lame of both his leggs , made a 
yoww to viſit S. Elizaberh , and ariuing 
_ thither, partly by creeping, and partly 
J trough the help of other men, not 
{ hauing remedy thereof in a whcle 
g monerths ſpace, returned homewards 
inQagaine as leyſurely as he went thither, 
og and being yet in his way , andſleeping 
I by the fades of an other,as infirme and 
{ diſcaſed as himſelf, thought verily in 
af the night ſome water had bin powred 
vpon him , and waking thereupon, 
complayned of his fellow , as one who 
had caſt ſome water vpon himin his 
leepe; But he diſcrectely coniecturing 
the thing , as in. truth it happened, 
denyed the ſame, perſwading him, 
mere was lomeching els in the matter, 
more then he perhapps would imagin, 


* 
rhe 
yh 
res 
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aber: 1 wil finish the ſane with one, 
5 yp 


$avy more,I wil exprelle the ſame more. 
at large as 1 find ic, ThisTheodorick then b 


| 


FOCEYT 1 


FG. 0,33 THE HISTORY 
; and therefore aduiſed him to ariſe and 
ery whether happily he could walke or 


nde. When behold a maruellous thing, 
hee, who wet (o lame to bed, aroſe ye. 
ry ſound& whole, ſoas laying aſide his 
crutches, whereas before he was wont 
to beare & ſuſteyn himſelf with them, 
he could now carry them Juſtily, as he 
didto the Tomb of the Sanz; which 
done, hereturned home to his freinds 
very ioyful of the benefit receiued, nor 
ener ceaſed to magnify God in this 


Great $4111, os 


CE ORE EYRE 
A TABLE COLLECTED 
of the emincnt vertues and per- 
fections of S. Elizaberh , con- 
clading with a prayer 
| to the Saint. 


a 


gnify cheEmperous ofRemecnough, 
5 when 


V ch as could nor ENTER | a 


OF 


whe! 
that 

the d 
had a 
in co 
Cour 


who] 
and: 


rous t 
they | 
gume 
heroi1: 
after. 

Sam; 

ſtila. 
made 
ph in 
Hiern 
hellis| 
and tl 
mycs i 
now, 


zeale, 


licle hi 


ES,21 
could 
own 


as 


when they entred in crinmph into 
that ſtately: Citty , the Paradice of 
p, | thedelights of the world , after they 
e- | had atcheiued fome notable emterprize 


Countrey;Would ſtrew on their heads 
Ixw-hole handfulls of Roſes and Lillyes, 
and'z:deluge of flowers, for an amo- 
rous teſtimony of the toy and good wil 
they bare them, and an iudicatiue ar- 
or | gument of the great applaulcs for their 
us| hetoicall victoryes bbreyned. Now 
afcer. this great Princefſe El:3aberh , a 
San; among the greateſt Saints , and 
{tila Princelle amongſt. Saints , hath 
made her enterance., noleſle in trium= 
ph into the heauenly and celeſtial 
Huruſalem., aftcr the taming of thoſe 


hellisch monſters, the world, the flesh,. 


and the-Diuell ,:. che. profeſſed enc- 
mycs of: that heanenly Countrey ; I 
now ,. not betccr able to exprelle my 
zeale,, come throwing after her, thoſe 


kgs,20d 4illyes of perfeQtion, which 1 


12-F could picke yprhcre and there, of her - 


— OO 


zb, | ownilcattering in.the world, which 
ICT 1-7: 100 : R 2, shee 


in conqueſts of the Encmyes of their - 


lice handfulls of the roſes of her ver-. 
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ſhee fo prodigally hath lefr behynd 
her. Intoſtimony of the ioy likewiſe 
_ of myhart , for the glittering rayes 
Sheenow isdarting forth among thoſe 
ſtarrs of the Emperyal heauens. Pſapbon 
bauing gor together many litle birds 
caught them only theſe few words: 
Pſ[aphon is a God : after which affor- 
ding them the ayre and liberty ; theſe 
litle ſpirits of birds , flying through 
the Vniuerſe ; repeating the leflon 
they had learned , ſpread, and dila« 
red eucery where the glory of their 
Maiſter , cauſing the world to hold 
him as a God, All theſe licle Edayes | 
of prayſes which I haue. here amaſled 
together with my hand , haue Jear- 
ned all the name of S. £1:;3abeth, and 
can ſay : El;zabeth is a .great Saint: 
which being once diuulged' 8& ſpread 
abroad , ſhall invite all the lens 
ſpirits of the world to acknowledge 
_ Her as ſuch , and to admire and-im-, p 
plore her interceſſion. Raſh as I am, 


alas, whatdo I are? LIARS a ez 
feſſe I am to0 rash hereln,to goeabouc 


chus to engage my ſelf, within this la- 
| borinch 


d | borinth whence there is no meancs 
ſe } to get forth againe, For wha: appa= 
rance is there, I ſhould ever once 
make good whart I haue promiſed here 


on || and taken on mee. I wil yet venture 


ds || Gacel am gotin, God and his Saint I 


s: | truſt, wil affiſt mee init , and if all 


r- | faile , I shal ſuffer wrackin a goodly 
ſe | Sea, where ship-wrackwereno lofle, 
h | butrather to bee wished for, while ic 
n {| wereno better then to looſe ones (elf 
2= | in her prayſcs, & to shew how bound- 
ic Þ les & immenſe, the Ocean of her yer=- 
Id I tues, and perfeRions were, the thing I 
es | principally affect. 

d Hicherto I hauc gone like a faith« 
ful Truchman , or Interpretour ; 1 
may ſay likwiſe, and ſay not amille, 
like an Embaſſadour who can ſay no 
more then what he finds in his Com- 


bee punctual , while he puts on the 
rj; perſon of ſuch an one ; after which 
diſcharged , he is not debarred , -to 
elpeake more freely of his owne. Hee 
may , ifhee wil, falinto his Maiſters 
-£ prayſcs, and ſpeake what of him he 
R 3 ingenioully 
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ingenuoufly thinks, without impeach- | 


. ment to his charge or office. So hither- 
to haue I been a faithfall Hiſtorian of 
the Life of this Saint, wherein I would 
not exceede the bounds of a modeſt 


| Relator of the truth; whar I find pre- 


ci{ely delivered by other Hiſtcrians, 
and recommended to poſterity: each 
one in their wayes. But now that 
haue diſchargedit ; and al this while 
taken that perſon on mee , not excee- 
ding my Commiſſon, inthe ſubſtance 


_ of the matter, in oughtT know ;1 (ee 


not why 1 may not now take the li- 
berty to ſpeake of my ſelf , what [1 
thinke,of my Lady and Miſtreſſe in her 
prayles. 

But where fhal I beginne,, or how 
proceed , but without beginning or 
any method at al, for in this office 
hold my ſelf not obliged to any. Theſe 
are bur ſcatterings as I promiſed you, 
which I find heere and there negle- 
Cted in the trace of her life , which 


yet require regard and, ſong 
ion. bon” 
In the Hiſtory her Infancy is noted 
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tobe afaire Autor, promiling a beau- 


tyful and goodly day, and not without 
good reaſon , hauing now already: 
ſeene the happy progreſle of her Day, 
which had as faire a Sunne-ſer, as the 
Morne was promiling , and the day 
performed, glorious in refulgent rayes 
of vertuous and religious works, 
til night; when every plow ends his 
furrow, and cuery conſtant labourer 


goes torelt, 


The Aurors and beginning of 
which day was wholy ſpent in the 
Virginal ; the Noone and midle feaſon 
in thc Coniugal ; andthe reſt ti] the 
vtmolt period, in the Vidual ſtate, O 
happy Day the while, that knew no. 
night of mortal ſinne , no heats of 
concupiſcences, or clouds of melan- 
choly , H:r flowers in this firſt ſeaſon, 
were Lillyes al, and Roſes inthe bud, 
encloſed from the eycs of mortalls, 
with a ſilken veyle of chaſt retirement, 
and fenced with the thornes of Vigt- 


Jance as with a court of guard, In 
her Infancy \Dothing more innocent, 


in ker minority ful of ſports, witty 
RK 4 al 
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' and ingenious , buc tending all to For 
piety , and for the reſt, to the yearesÞ 1, thin 
of election of a conſtant ſtate moſt} _Fchis 

ſayd and prudent, farre beyond her pearles 
yEares. S ophta her curſt Mother, 1nN Daugt 
the tyme of her Efpouſals, had cau-F ,..14« 
ſe to know it wel , when s$hee aff who c 
woman of (o great a ſpirit, and who 1:46 
had ſuch a tongue as bad been able Þ _....: 
Syren-like , to haue enchaunted and ...O,, } 
bewitched any tender Mayden , to fÞ (1c 

haue perſwaded what shee liſted, was Þ £.,,n 
fo put to filence with her prudent cy ,W 
5 aha , as Shce duiſt never pro- Þ 114 th 
uoke ſuch a piercing wit any more, | MN, qc 
Burt thou Sephi« wert deceiued the Þ 1. w 
while, it was not herwit (o much as ÞÞ pine, 
thou imagind'lt which foyled thee Þ 1,aq x 
ſo, in thy proper eleinent of a potent warl 
tongue, burthe ſweet Vattion of the KD qignl 
holy Ghoſt, that gaue ſuch a force and © hoc; « 


energy toherſpeach in defence of her to ha 
ſelf, being prefled ſo hortly with ſuch Þ ;orbu 
batteryes, as thou laydit againſt ber; © princ 
Which oyle of grace in her barg once gf. qual 
taking fire, withinher nfouth, turned exce; 


to ſucha flaine of ſceming Elcquence, Þ <a> 
| rot 8 © 
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; For if shee a Child, had ſuch a 
5f loathing and contempt of the yanityes 

th of this world, as tyres and dreſlings, . 
Th pearles, and carkanets , which the 
1' Daughters of the world affe& ſo much 
and deſperately dote vpon in that age; 
Who doubts but the holy Ghoſt did 
dictate to her what shee ſpake in that 
occaſion, Bur leauing thoſe, paſle wee 
voto her pucellage ; the ryme being 
come $hee should aflent or difaſſent 
from rhe Spouſalles made in her Infan- 

| cy , with Lewys, the gallanteſt Prince, 
and the moſt accomplished of al £xrepez 
No doube. bur heere was a combarte al 
tie while, in the breaſt of this noble 

| Princeſſe and ſuch a one as happily 
had shee not a ſure rampart or bull 
wark to repaire vnto, shee had que- 

| ſtionleſle ſunck down in the field, and 
hec tender breaſt had neuer beene able 
to haue endured the shocks and coun= 
terbuffs were gtuen-on either (ide, The 
Prince for his perſon, dignity, piety, & 
* qualigyes of Prince , was voydcfail 
exceptions ; what then 2 and should 
Shee giue her ful conſent to ratify the 
- : R 5 eſpouſills 
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eſpouſalles madelong ſince betweene 
them ; Should shee ſo eaſely giue 
oucr her former faire delignes of 
_ abandoning the world , the pompes 
and vanityes thereof , should shee 
now leaue her heauenly Spouſe, for 
ancarthly one? And what compariſon 
I pray ( would $shee ſay within her 
felf ) may be found berweene them? 
He a noble Prince but 


The other a Prince of Princes , and 
which 1s more, my God; and though 
a man and mortall heretofore , yet 
now immortall, 

The Prince of Thuringja , as yet 


feckes not to mee, nor doe I know | 


His mynd , as yer, But my other 
Spouſe , hath woed mee long, and 
graced mee much, Him it 1 entoy, 
and none but him ; In hin have I al 
that harr can poſſibly require: And 
this when 1 shal have , though he 
were the Monark of the world , yet 
thould I wart theſe cizzife coMents 
v. hich he affords, Ti:e (weet conuer- 
fayon cfrone hi.wer with him to me 

is 


yet a man Þþ 
ſubicct to death and al calamityes. þ 


>, 


ox 
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is more, then al the ſolaces , the © 
other can affoard in a whole age. 
cf And if for his ſake I ſhal leaue an 
earthly Spouſe, I ſhal oblige to me 
a heaucnly one, and looke whar 
terren things I ſhal renounce for him, 
I ſhal find to bee multiplyed a hun- 
| dred fold. Yet is this Prince, I vn- 
derſtand , a yertuous and religious 
Prince. Why then may I not enioy 
him too , in his degree an earthly 
| Spouſe, and yet reteyne my heauenly 
anJ cheifeſt Spouſe , and yeild my 
body , and my ſecond faith to one, 
and not infringe the loyaltie of my 
firſt to the other , but Keepe my 
ſoule inuiolably his 2 And why may 
I not loue him with al the powers of 
my body and ſoule , as my ſpiritual 
Spouſe and yet loue my earthly Spouſe 
with a loue ſubordinate to his , and 
propertoit? 

What here now ſhould this poore 
Virgin doe in this doubtful dilemma? 
whas ſhould shee chooſe 2 Faire and 
goodly reaſons ſeeme to invite on 
eicher ſide, She hath no way .to 

| | _ 


N 
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cut this Gordian knot, but with the 
{word of cntire reſignation In putting 
it freely into the bands of |. _ heaucvly 
Spouſe, and make hinithe vmpire 1n 
his owne caufe, The tuitory makes no 
mention of it bur, wee piouſly preſume, 
 Sheeshur her Gif in ter Cloſer hereu- 
pon ; where what palled betweene 
thele amourons $ Spoules,cannct beſet 
Cowne, becaule I neurr heard Sh« Ee re- 
uealed it to any, 

This only do wee find in effect from 
that tyme forwards shce was wholy 
clecred of her doubr. For thence shee 
refolned indeed to hear ken to thePrin- 
cc, & for hcrpart to yeild a ful conſent 
vnto theje Spoulails. Reſcluing foto 
entertayne the one, as shee neuer mea- 
ed ro forgce the cher And truely 
this we may ; boldly ſay, ifcuer woman 
kept her ſelt entire in theſe double 
Spouſalls, without exception ofeither 
part,our $, Elizabeth hath bad the hap- 
py ves and prerogatiue aboue others. 

Wirth tins began her Neone orM 1d 
day of erage, wLE the heate of yourh; 
1S apt to carry rs into youthful 


th oughts; - 
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thoughts ; fuch as are ſports and 
paſtimes , gallantry in apparel,dein- 
tyes and delicacyes in dyet, efpecial- 
| Iy. which Princes jn the Court, And 
yet this P'enix among the Ladyes and 
Princelſes of the earth , lyning in a 
vayne & want onCourt,as it was whe 
chee found it firſt, ooh no more of 
thoſerelishes, then fishes are wont cf 
the brackish ſeas. Shce was a Sala- 
maderc amid che hres ot earthly cocu- 
piſcences, A Bird of Paradile , wich 
had no feete to ſettle on rerrenthings, 
bur allwayes hovering in theayre of 
heauenly and ſpiritual conteniplation. 
How often had the Muſique playd in 
her preſence, when shee aduetted no- 
thing; and when her Siſter Agnes had 
been dauncing among the Lady es of 
the Court , shce would be Ninaling to 
her Orarory ro conuerſe with her 
heauenly Spouſe, cither in reading of 
ſome pions and deuout booke, when 
shce would imagin her Spouſe had 
ſpoken fanyliarly with her, or in vc- 
calor mental prayer, making then _ 


coumpt shetreatcd vith her Spouſe : & 
thus 


Ch, 10. 400 
thus shee would ſpend whole hou- 
.ers , while Agnes and the reſt 
would ſpend as many in heir chatrs 
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and daliances with the youthful 
Lords. How oft- had Sophia fetch 
Elizabeth out of her Cloſet, to con- 
ſort with ſuch as theſe, ſaying, they 
were company indeed fit for Ladyes 
like her ſelt; and for thoſe retirements 
Shce afte&ed ſo, they were for An- 
choretts, and not for wiues, eſpecial- 
ly great Ladyes. When $hee for ſatil- 
faction ſake would now and then co- 
me forth, in perſon indeed and bodily, 
bur in ſoule left bchind. MadamMo- 
thers,shee would ſay, if I benot with 
my Lord and Spouſe, give me lcaue 1 
beſeech you to conucrſe with my 
_ LordGod, aſfuring you, if 1 be net 
with the one, of neceſſity 1 muſt be in 
company of the other, orels Madan I 
mult tel you plainely and ingenuoully, 
and confelle ynto. you I am not my 
{elf, W hich anſweare, while there \: as 
no remedy She was fayne to take for 
payment, 


The reaſon why she ſo diuided her | 


{elf betrweep her Spouſes, was becau- 
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ſe by experience shee found that the 
{weet conuerſation of the onedimini=- 
Shed not the others;for likely with her 
Lord she would haue no other talke, 
nor he to giue her ſatisfaction, would 
diſcourſe of nothing els bur of pious 
things, as of ſome prety new deuotion 
or 0:her, & ſomtymes she would aske 
ſome caſes of conſcience of him, and 
he would anſwear probably what he 
thought&fo bezuilethetime with one 
an other, It was an admiravlething 
how from her huſhand she could pre- 
{ently copoſe her ſelf ro prayer , & fr6 
her prayer how amiable and gracious 
Shee would be to her hufþand. 

Butalas this Noone of her age,laſted 
notlong; The Sunne being got tothe 
top of the Zodiaque, ina moment as 
it were, is inthe decline: and what is 
3 yeare, ſome two- or three , cr 
three or foure , but a momer once: 
compared with eternity 2 The Noone 
then of her Coniugal ſtate being 
ended , wigh the voloeked-for & 
vntimely death of her earthly Spouſe, 
her Vidual began , which laſted til 
the cucning of her owne, Where 
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do we meete witha paſlage worth the 
note. Who would haue thought inca- 
ſuring the loue shee bare to her decea- 
ſed Lord, but one Tomb might haue 
held hem both, whoſe hairs during 
life ſeemed all bs one, lince the hart 
goes likly where the body i is. Shee was 
ſo wholy to her husband while he 
liued,as x fp had beena ſtranger meer- 
ly to all things els; Who being dead, 
shce exe as he had neuer been, not 
that shce could forget him, bane as if 
the loue shee bate him , only had been 
lent and borrowed for atyme, being 
naw relitored againe to the owner ct 
her whole loue her heauenly Spoule, 
as holding her ſelf heerby to be entire- 
ly acquir of the debt, shee was now 
fe free for her onl y Spou {e. 


F But lothe ſtate of "on Widow hood 


wanted not difticultyes cnough, the | 


- medalofher Noone, where the Sunne 
of her good fortune was ta the hic heſt 
pitch, was of a ſuddaine in declineand 


changed into abitter Afrgrnoonethes 


Roſesallwereturned to Th ornes, Por 


now new batteryes were bent on. 


eucry tide againſt the Citadel of ber NÞ 
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hart, to render it to a ſecond earrbly 
$ poule, Al fayreſt meanes were vſed 
to work their ends, noſtone was left 
vnremioued to effe& what what they 
deſired. Her neereſt freinds sheloſt in 
that ſame quarrel, Her Aunt, her Vn= 


cle,yea her Father were denyed admit- 


tance toa parley in any equal termes, 


shee ſtop her earesagainſttheal, as ay 


the bewitchingsof a Sirens ſony, 'Shee 
was a Rock immroneable,that daſhed 
the forces of their arguments to 
nought , like billowes vaniſhing to 
froth. 1 (peak of her wordly Crofles, 
when shee was thruſt out of doores, 
ſtript ofal shee had, was forced with 
her children, to beg fr6 doore to doo- 
re,for theſe were roſes , & not thornes 
to her. Theſe were the favours which 
her heauenly Spoule vpon her late.en- 
tireconuerſion to him did preſet her 
with, For lo the thornes I ſpeake of 
were not thorns indeed , they were ra= 
ther flowers vnto her , to weaue her 
03 ro makeher ſelf more grate- 
ulco him. Often affcots were crownes 
vpot her front , nor ever Qneene or 
 Empreſſein the world, {eemed moreto 
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tickle for ioy on the triumphal day of 
their coronations, then El;zabeth did, 
when shefoundjher ſelf ſo iniurioufly 
confronted by that monſter of ingrati- 
tude, and throwne into the mire and 
dirt; when she was fayne to fit ypon a 
ſunny bank to dry her ſelf, and with a 


knifeto ſcrape away the mire from her || 


courſe & homely garments, imagining 
the while she cleaſed her ſoule withal, 
from the ordure aud contagion of the 
 fannes of vanity she feared she had con- 
tracted in herlife:in a word she ſeemed 
in that ſame plizht ro haue bin a lob y- 
pon his dunghil, and yet as rich as Creſ- 
ſus with al his gold, which she held no 
more then earth and yellow clay, and 
really is noe more indeed butEarth, ſa- 
ue that eſteeme doth giue it worth and 
price, which she could doe,and truely 
did.But thegreat Crofle she apprehen- 


ded al thetyme, were the bounds and | 
limits which her Maiſter put ypon 


her pious inclinations of releiuing the 
poore, touching the Leapers, & hand- 


ling their ſoares , and this indeed did | 


try her to the quick, That ſame of lea- 
uing ſo hecMayces was no litleCrofle 
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voto her, but nothing like cothis, .yee 

did sheſwallow vp bcthpills, with in- 

uincible fortitude;and ſorefined , shee 
cameatlaſttothat , as shee knew cor 

her owne , til chee were affured of her 

2 | Maiſters mind. Neuer wasAfternoone 

2 | more piouſly & better ſpent: she being 
* wholy ſeene and employd! in works of 4 
Y 


mercy, For who euecrasked an almey 

that was refuſed 2 She clothed the ha- 

ked,fed the hungry, &forthe cold ma- 
de fires for them; shee cherished Or- 

| phans, reletued Viddowes: comforted 

the diſtreſſed , dreſſed the molt. noy= 
ſome and loarkfiile ſoares with her 

our hands, buryed the dead:ina word 
what did she not, that any other Sine. 

had euer done, that came within her 
way or reach? 

Itistrue indeed that Ss. arenotto bi 
compared rogeather j in a facious ſort, 
Nr Perer, Paul, and Apollo, in conten- 
rious wiſe , to be made the heads of 
other private ſpirits, but al areto be re= 
uereced as one inGod, & Godin al. Yet 
bowſocuer, though they may nat be 
t2us paralelled , yer may they wel be 
ref -mbled in c:eir fimilitudes, whercin 
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they agree without any breachof Cha- - 


rity , in vsorthem,. I hope then it shal 
not be il taken , if 1 ſay our Saint 
was not a Prophet meerly , or an Apo- 
ſtle, or a Martyr , or a Door of the 
Church, for theſe in verity shee could 
not be; yet as Elzens is ſaid to have 
the ſpirit of Elias, and which is more a 
double ſpirittoo, ſo may wee ſay she 
had the ſpiric of Prophecy in her, 
when shee foreſaw the future voca- 
tion of that Virgin whoſe haire shee 
cut off : An Apoſtolical ſpirit when 
sheelaboured fo, inthe conuerlion of 
Infidels,and baptizing Infants:the ſpi- 
rit of Martyrdome, whoſe feruent deli- 
res sShee had ſo boyling in her breaſt, 
whoſe life otherwife was a perpetual 
martyrdome, inthecruel macerations 
of her body, The ſpirit of the Doc- 
tors Shee had, in that shee laboured 
to Tatechize the Children and the 
1gnorant, and was a light of inſtruc- 
tion to her mayds, Shee was an Her- 
miteſle in ſpirit, in ſo affeQing the ſo- 
litude of her cloſet, as sh&& did; where- 
by shce was a true Confeffour in fa- 


ſting, | 
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ſing, prayer, and almes doing, allco 
confefle the holy name of LESVS in 
her works. And for che reſt as we 
haue ſayd ; siice had truely been, a 
Virgin,Wife, and Widow,and though 


shee dyed not inthe firſt, yet had shee 


the affc& therof, and ſpirit, to her 
death, 

Thus had our Saint heer more then 
a two fold ſpirit, & vertually contaye 
ned in her a whole Hierarchy of San- 
tity, And now let vs ſee how $heg 
approached to the Angelical Hierat= 
chy of the bleſſed Spirits, Firlt then, 
Shee was an Angel in her modeſty, 
whereby sheedifyed. In ObeLience an 
Archangel to performe the heaſts of 
her heauenly Spouſe, and of man,in 
contemplation of him, Shee was as 
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Chersbix in her in-light into heauenly 
and diuine myfteries.. And laſtly a Se- 
r4þhin in-her burnitig flames of Cha- 
rity & tlic Loue of God. And shall we 
yet yoe higher , with Your leaue, the 


Pureſf of all pure creatures. For lol 


bece et, forth no Paragons , not para- 
lets doeI here make with any ; much, 


lefle withyou,:o moſt bleſled. Virgin 


Mary; the ſoucraigne Lady: of all the 
Ecclcfiaſtical and triumphant Hierar- 


chyes, ſpiritualor angelieall, But only 


with your fayreleauc,doe make ſome 


reſemblances betweene you as: the 
Mother, and this Saint the Daughter. 


-:. <Firſt thenl find theſe ſympathies 


betrwecne, you. You were a Virgin, 
Wife, and Widow;ſo was sbee , wich 


this differste that. you were perpetnal-, 
ly aVirgin-ceally before; in, andaficr 
Childbirth, really.a Wife ihdeed and: 
fuicfullin effect, and truely a Widow ' 
both1in effect and affet.Whereas'ſhee 


_ the firſt ,:not | perpetually in effec, 


chough-in affe&t perpetually ſuch, and 


the other truely; and realy ſoc. 'Se- 
codly youwerepreſcntedin the Tein- 
ple at three yeare old, as dedicated to 
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the ſeruice of God; and shee at three 
yeare old, afhanced to an earthly Prin- 


ce , asdedicated to the ſeruice of the 


world. You at fourteene conſented to 
the Eſpoulalles of Ioſeph, hauing firſt 
madea Vow of perpetuall virginity: 
and ſheec6ſented tothe eſpouſalles of 
Prince Lewys, withthe purpoſe of ſtill 
retayning the affe& of Chaſtity. You 
remayning perpetually a Virgin, ſaw 
yet the fruit of your Womb; and ſhee 
with the affe& of Chaſtiry had like=- 
wiſe hers, Thirdly, You perſecuted by 
Herad fled into Egipt with your litle 
child, & the perſecuted by Henry with 


her childrea likewiſe was thruſt out of” 


doores. You Queen of Angellsliuedin 
Nazareth 1a a {ſlender howlſe ; and shee 
Princeſle of Thuringi« at Marptre in a 
poore houell. Finally, you the Patrop 
nelle and Protecreſle of all, that come 


running for ſuccour : And She had not 


he hart to ſend any vnſatisfyed away,. 
but was the Mother of Orphans, the 
 Phifirianto the ack, Chirurgie ro.the 
lame, a ſtafferathe aged , Cloth tothe 
naked, bread to the hfigry, aſtorchoule 
of al proviſion for the poore & needy: 
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| O] 
ina wordyouthe Motherof mercy,& Shue f, 
Shee your daughter right, al of mercy. pc 
This leaucallowed mee now to goe aol or) 
ſo high, gives meea confidence to g0e | path 
yet higher : to find reſemblances, as in |, day 
the Mother . lo likewiſe in the 5onne, ſelfhai 
Now then to end with her, where he moiith 
began, Hee-ar his Natiuity into this .,, dot 
world, had an Angel ſinging as he lay Yea, at 
intheCrib:and shee at her Natals, her Boobs s | 
Natiuity into the next, had anAngel 11-1 | yet 
kewiſe ſinging by her bed fide. Hee 44. 7 
wept in entring into this vale of miſe-J,. rf 
ries:Shee —__ going forth, His An- conuer! 
gel tuned & firſt gaue thetone, ſaying fimilitu 
Glory to God aboue, eT peace to men of good Moyſes 
wil:and hers glory to God , and peace [yg 
ynto her Soule, An hoſt of Angels ioy=[ jp... 
ned to hisGuiuer:& ſotheredid to her. Shoutd f 
| This only differece was,she (ung with ſe, witk 
them againe,he wept, and cryed as In- and pri 
fants vie todocin their birth. S hee in [Mount 
conuenient tyme was baptized with And1s 
water:and hee with his proper blood orderop 
incircumcifion, Shee found an Aſtro-fgpu. y* 
lozer,to caſt her Natiukty, who preſa- 
gedher future glory : Andhee a _w— L hy 
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OF'S. ELIZABETH. L3b.11t. 411 Ch,1o.' Þ 
that fore told him likwiſe to become 4 
heerafter a Lightynto the Gentils, and 
a glory ynto'[ſrael. What more? S, Joby _ 

hath truely ſaid: that We 5hould beelike 353 
one day te leſus Chrift: & our Lord him- 
ſelf hath likewiſe ytteredwith hisown 
moth : that Such @s shal beleine in bim, 1, ., 
shal doe the things which hee bath done. 
Yea, andwhichis more, shal arrive to 
| ſuchap>int of happines, asthey hall 
do yet greater things then hee hath 
| done If foe, then Elizebeth may be ſaid 
| toreſemble him: For if an intimous 
| conuerfation makes'a fimpathy and 
fimilirude among; freinds , and that 
Moyſes conuerfing with our. Lord on 
| Mount Syn4 got a Glorier on his head, 
foliketo his. Nomarueil that El;zaberh 
| sRould ſeeme foto reſemble her Spou- 
ſe, with whonrshee had fo frequent 
atd priuat familiarityes in the Syn4 or 
{Mouar of ſublime” Contemplation. 
And I should thinke it no diſhonour 1 
orderogationto Chrift her Spouſe, that F 
Shee should be ſaid to haue- wronght | 
ne lame wondPrs and greater, wherrit q 
#<onfefled that what hedid he didof | 
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himſelf and of his own power : and 
Shee by his , as a meer participation 
from him. Say wethen with confiden- 
ce, if leſus Chriſt the Spouſe of El:3aberh 
wrqught Miracles, Elzaberh likwiſefl 
the Spouſe of leſus wrought Miracles. Þ 
If he cured the fick and infirme; cucn 
| ſodidshee.ifhegauecyes to the blind, 
feete to the Lame, and blood to the 
withered arme; ſo did shee, If he diſ- 
pollefſed Diuells and caſt them out of | 7&/#s 
their holds; fo did shee. If he fed mull ©) fu 
titudes with bread & fish of his owne tep 
power : shce fed themlikwiſe of her] whi 
ſtore through his power, Thus doeſll yo! 


wee ſee how neere this Sin: reſembled the s 
and a pproached her deareſt Spaule, &| fold: 
ſo neere that I may ſay yet more, that Mere 
they ſeeme to be as One, (ince she _ 
an 


being-vnited with him, was One and 
the (if ſame in fpirit with him ; ſc 
Deifyed in a ſort : where leaue het 
adoring the blefled Trizity, shee ht 
uing through adiuine and Seraphical 
Loue aſcended fo by the ladder afore- 
ſaid fromthe loweſt fare of a Conw 
gall lidto the higheſt pitch of the buy 


ning 
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ning-and moſt amoraus Seraphins, - : 
Now then to. deſcend againe, excuſe 

my rudenes while I call vpon you, 

| Mirrour of piety , Patterne of ſanity, 
| Modellofinnocency,imaze of yertue, 
 ExamplcofperfeRion, Terrour of Di- 
uills, Conſolation of the afflied, You 
the faire El:zaherb, the Wel Beloued of 
the bleſſed Spirits,the Siſter, the Doue, 
and ſ{1ngular Spouſe of your beloued 
Teſs, Moſt delicious ſoule, moſt mere 
cyfull , and gracious, in the midſt of 
the pleaſures now, anddiuine delighers 
which you enioy : Graunt I beſeech 
you , I may allwayes remayne vnder 
the shadow of your wings, vnder the 
folds of your proteCtion and ſweet - 

mercy, intercede you for the ſalnation 

of-my ſoule, for the corporall health, 
il and happy ſuccefle of mes poore Wor- 
Ml - me and miſerable wretch. Obraynefor 
A mceallthoſe gifts of God, which are 
 expcdicnt for mee and to. his greater i 
i glory ; that I may be Maiſter of .my | 
NN paſlions,and hauea ſoucraigne com-. 
maund oucrgll my affetipns. You, 
' whoalrcady baue Fong fuch gracein 
$3 we 
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hauepreuayledagainſt me; that being | 
fed with the bread of grace, of life, of | 


of my {weet leſus, your deareſt Spouſe - 


nity, and be inebriated and drunk of 
-the divine conſolations. O let your | 
humble ſeruant find ſo much grace 


THF. HISTORY: 
the Gght of God; cauſe chrough.your. 
prayers, Odearefſt Sam of many Saiats 
moſt deare ynto mee: O noble Prin- 
celle of Tharingia,, I mayalwayesfind Þ 

grace intheſight of God your deareſt 
Spoule, and before the whole celeſtial W; 
Court of the blefled Saints and holy | 
Spirits..Graunt I beſeech you, I may 

not once forget or cuer ſceme to ne- 

olcc the meancesof my (aluation, that | 
mine Enemyes may neuer yaunt pþey 


witdome , & reccigingehe ſacredfood 4 
of Angels, whichis the precious Body | 


and mine; I may ſuck inthe fountayne 
ſelf, the ſweet pleaſures of the Diui- | 


wich your. deare -Spouſe , that his de-' 

uyout prayers may ſuddainely bee heard Y 

his vowes and good delires, find en-* 
eand accellc ro'his Throne of 
thar:his 'tuſtctitions may / 
accorded to; And this doe | | 
IS demauny | 


+ 


£4 demaundof' your;#his I deſire, ALIEN. 
1 qditetf yon. by all the a&rof pure 
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T letion Shich in your prayers your- 

Feuer aymed &leueled ar he 1 Diuinity, 
And while] shat performe my race in 

his liſt;in the vale of miſeryes , his 


my hart and ſpirit ynto his more then. 
moſt holy one, through: the ſacred 
cheyne of his moſt fair transforming 
and, eifying lour. And pardon mee 0- 
moſt holy Lady , gracious S, Elizabeth, 
that offering your and dedicating ro 
your honour inall bumilicy, this Title 
Work of myne. I doe itin ſopeore a 
faſlhiou. Oh graciouſly deizne to ac- 
cept-it ſo, andir shall be rich Bah 
Amen, 


